THE RIGHT 


WORSHIPFVLDL, 


- and Chriſtian Ladies, the 
Lady W x x Þ, and the 
Lady LEnNnaRD: 
Grace , and 


PCEace.' 


q Ighe Worſhip- 
71 tulland worthy 


bee anie one 
thing wherein 
I make ſingu- 
la: accountof my friends loue, 


1 it-is,, when by ſome good 


meanes they are ſetting mee 
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forcyard in the wayes of ſalua- 
tion : and on the other fide, I | 
cannot lo reioyce in any im- | 
prouement of my beſt loue and 
ſcruicero them, as when mutu- 
ally I may be a helper forward 
of their faith. I wrice not this, | 
as fauouring any ingratetull bu- ' 
tying ciuill and. humane kind- 
nefles in obliuion, bur as giuing | 
the preeminence to the worke | 
of loue,which eſpecially is im- 
ployed in aduancing that good | 
part,which as our Sauiour inti- | 
mateth ro Martha,ſhall not bee 
taken away from vs. Let it not 
therefore I pray you ( my ho- 
noured good Ladies ) -ſ{ceme | 
ſtrange,that inthe deſire of the | 
beſt good to your ſoules, I pre« *? 
ſent to your view, and inſcribe | 
by particular Dedication go 
your Ladiſhips , the enſuing , 
Bundle of Letters, part of. the 

Workes / 
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DzDICATORIE., 
Workes of a Reuerend Diuine, 
who liuing, ſhined as a bright 
Starre in the Church of God. 


{ For I am perſwaded-, with 
Gods bleffing, which is all in 


all,thar if you attentively reade 
this Booke, you ſhall find many 
ſweete Motjues. to heauenly- 
mindednefle,effeRuall confide- 
rations -to qualifie the birter- 
neſſe of ſorrow, which often 
befalleth vs in this vale of 
Teares , and laſtly,no ſmall at- 


-rraQine to draw vp your minds . 


from theſe vaniſhing delights 
below,to thoſe hopesand ioyes 
of an inheritance incorruprible, 
vndefiled,that faderh not away, 
reſeryed in Heauen for you. I 
will not enlarge my ſelfe , to 
ſpeake in commendation of the 
Author of theſe Chriitian Let- 
ters, who no marucl he ſpeaketh 


| to ſeuerall points ſo graciouſly, 


A 3 who | 
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who fclt heauenly ſtraines- in 
his Meditations fo plentifully, 
This preſent Booke will (as his 
other Writings have done ) 
ipeake for him , I doubr nor, 
ſuthciently. One part of which 
hath beene tranſcribed while 
the Author lived, and the Co- 
pie was not to be had in Print, 
in my knowledge, full many a 
time, yea, hundreds of times, 
or ncerer.a thouſand times, if 
ſome godly = haue nor 
mil-.reckoned. Now, why I 
chuſe your Ladiſhips, in whoſe 
name to commend this'Wotke 
tothe Church of Godzthongh 
[ migart allcadge other reaſons, 
yer forthe preſent let this ſuf. 
fice, Thatas you are Siſters in 
nature,ſo you are neerer Siſters 
in grace,and therefore wel zaay 
bee ioyned in one inſcription, 
whom God hath linked in fo 

holy 


DEDICATORIE. 


holy viion. I will not by lon- 

er Preface hold your Wor- 
ſhips from the Booke it ſelfe. 
| Reade it, my reſpeRted good 


b 
: 


: Ladies; and the Lord giue 


Lg 
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| you vnderſtanding in all 
= things. Feby, 22. 
1620, 
| 
Your Ladiſhips, readie 
to all ſeruice in the 
Lord, 


Ez. Cn, 
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I CHRISTIAN 
| LETTERS: 
Containing Diuine InſtruRi- 


ons, Exhortations,and 
Conſolations. 


Oo Þ Miſtreſſe B. - 

k we muſt not _ 

it ſtrange ; when 

Q need 1s, tobe made 

heauie with many 

” affictions, for this 
-hath eyer 'beene the portion of - 

Gods Children , . who thr 

many Trivulations haue entred 1n- 
to his Kingdome.. - Hee thap. will 
not let the ſhew and liveleſſe - 
—_ of Godlinefſe goe, whe 

out aflayling and:ouerturning, how 
much. DR” hath hee \ an-aking . 
Toeth at-the Grace which is- vn-- 
Ay : fained? * 
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fained 2 Wherefore bee not diſ- 3 
mayed, if Changes and Armies of # 
Trials thould ſacceed each other ; 3 
rather reioyce, that by octalion cf 
thcſe things , you may fee your 
ſclfe to be builded on that Rocke * 
which none can preuayle againſt, 3 
though it bee neuer ſo aliyled! : 
When the Windes blow, and | 
Storines fall, then wee may ſce 
what Buildings have fare Foun- 
dations ; then thoſe that are other- | 
wiſe,cannot be hidden. Our whole 
care,when Temptations follow vs, 8 
ſtandeth in this : Firſt, wee muſt 
mdge aright of them, and the end | 
for which God doth fend them : 
Secondly , wee mult ſeeke wile- 
dome and.ſtrength', which may 
make vs vndergoe them, to Gods 
glory,and our comforts. All euils 
which befall vs in ſoule, bodie,and 
-condition , they are medictnable 
ſorrowes ſent of God, that the 
foule. holpen by them, as by bitter 
potions , - might by renewed re- 
Ppentance more and more purge to 
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.felfe of that true Soulc-ſickneſle, 


Chriftian Letters. 


that ſinne and corruption which 
dwelleth in it: . If wee were as in- 
nocent as ob, yet muſt wee hum- 
ble our felues vnder the hand wf 
God,when hee ſcrttieth aduerſities, 
Wherefore, in all renewed occa- 
ſions of this kinde, let vs 1udge 
our {ciues, and grow more vile 1n 
our owne eyes ; that thus hum- 
bled vnder Gods mightie hand, 
wee may furthcr and further re. 
ceiue his grace, for the exalting of 
vs: And this 1s the end of God, 
why hee at many times bringeth 
many and diuers aduerſities. The 


.xealon 1s; this exerciſe of a bro- 


ken ſpirit may ſtill bee renewed 
effeually in vs : enen as Phyſici- 
ans, to ring 2way hhcke matter 
more fully and. ſafely, are forced a- 
eaine and againeto openthe veine, 
taking away now ſome bloud, now 
other ſome , as the .partic may 
_— - ſodoth wat, not at once, . 
ut many times bring away this 
corruption which dwelicth in ro : 
nd . 


Chriſtian Letters. 


And as Phyſicians now giue one 
thing , now another , leſt nature, 
vicd ſtill to one, ſhould not bee 
mooned ; ſo God doth ſometimes 
in bodie, ſometimes in minde, 
{ſometimes 1n our eſtate deale with 
vs, becauſe hee doth ſee, that the 
longer wee arg vied to this or that 
crolle , the lefſe it worketh with 
VS. But leſt wee ſhould be ſwal. 
lowed vp of euwils, wee muſt 
ioyne with care of humvling our - 
ſelues, that wiſedome and ſtrength -. 
which may make vs hopefull and 
loyfull, euen in the middeſt of 
our afflitions. The. things thar : 
befall vs, wce muſt not looke at 
them by outward appearance, but 
wiſely confider how they are chan- 
ged in Chriſt , who hath taken. 
away the poyſon which would . 
bee in the euils wee ſuffer , and: 
.made them ſcratecable for our: 
good. As Children, through want 
of Wiſedome , are. troubled at 
Bug-beares ; fo wee are much a- 
traid of things which cannot hurt 
VS. 
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vs. This wiſedome ' which. doth 
make vs truely to diſcerne things 
as in Chriſtthey are, doth make vs 
couragious in bearing of them. -It 
is better with the body when it 
tfeederh' on: bitter hearbes which 
brecd good bloud , than when it 
feedeth'on ſweete meates , which 
ingender bitter vomits and mor. 
tall ſickeneſſes. Againe,asal ſweet, 
withoutany tarte intermeddled, is 
not ſo pleaſing -:. ſo if inthe tenor. 
of our lines wee ſhould not ſome. 
time know diſcaſcment, our com- 
forts would when wee 1nioy them 
bee nothing fo taſtefull to vs. Be- 
ſides, wiſedome will tell vs that 
theſe things come and goe as the 
raine on our cloathes, which ina 
while dricth vp , andall is as be« 
fore : ſo when heauincfle is with 
VSin thecuening, wee ſee 10y re- 
turning euen before the morni 
-often, Did wee not through falſe 
glaſſes ſee things otherwiſe then, 
they are , they would not calt vs- 
downe ſo much as they doe.. Wee 
18 there» 


| 
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therefore wiſely obſeruing how 
many wayes the grace of God our 
heauenly father doth change theſe 
things into our good , euen as the 
art of the Apothecary doth make 
a poiſonfull Viper into a whole- 
ſome 'Triacle , we mult chooſe ra- 
ther affiition*than vanity. Now 
we want ſtrength , wee muſt be- 
ing conſcious uf 1t , come to him, 
who inaketh vs able to doe all 
things througir his ſtrengthening 
of them , who {trengthencth his 
-in the inner man to long {uffe- 
rance with 1oyfulncfle , who hath 
faid, Such as looke to mc, thall rc- 
new ſtreno2th. Our ttrengti 15 to 
claſpe Chrift, and hold to himas 
the perſon in whom is all our 
ftrength. The Comes are a weake 
creature , . but» they. digge in the 
rocke , works themſclucs holdes 
vnder ther carth where they may 


beeinfafety : we are ſet to ſchoole- 


to them to learne of them ,, that 


whereas we are weake, we priute- 


toit ; would by faith worke our 
TS {clues 


\ 


Chriſtian Letters. 
ſelues into that Rocke Chriſt Te- 
ſas, againſt whom the gates of hell 
cannot preyaile. When the Apo- 
les had receined his ſpirit of 
trength , they made a play of all 
their ſufferings and labours ; cuen 
as in bodily things wee- ſee men 
that haue ſtrength and courage , as 
theſe porters and ſuch , tney will 
make a ſport to beare ſuch bur- 
thens as a weake creature would 
tremble to lift at. Want of this 
wifedome and ſtrength, what voy- 
ces doe they draw from vs? Euen 
ſich as theſe ; Were it any thing, 
ſaith one, butthis, I could hope to 
receiue good from it ; Were it a- 
ny thing but this, I could hope to 
beare it, Whereas did wee puton 
this ſpectacle of wiſedome , wee 
ih ſee. that there were no- 
thing ſo fit as this todoe vs good, 
which Godchufeth to vie before 
other. Did wce in conſcience .of 
our impotency ſeeke to Chriſt to 
make vs able, wee ſhould not 
doubt but. to finde ftrength e- 
nough 


Chriftian Litters. 

nough whereby to-beare that com- 
fortably , whichwee thinke moſt 
tolerable. Wherefore as I know 
you ſubie& to ſome exerciſes, ſo I 
wiſh'you more and more commu- 
nion with your Chriſt, on whom 
reſteth the ſpirit of wiſedome and 
ſtrength,that you may beare them, 
yea bee more than conqueror in 
them. 

T doe defire to remember you 
with the firſt of thoſe whom 
God by his prouidence hath en- - 
deared to me aboue others. Being 
not fit to continue long in wri- 
ting , with my kcarty commenda- 
. tions and thanks for all your lone, 
' I commit you to God. . 


Yours in Chriflian affection, ' 


) - 
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M: Chriſtian. Friend , being 
much indebted vnto , you , 
for the kindnefſe I haue: receiued 
J from you , I thought good to let 
you ſce that I doe not altogether 
torget , what I cannoto fullyas I 
would requite :: wee cannot ſo 
diſcharge this debt of loue , but 
that wee muſt ſtill ſtand indebted 
one to another. Now bethinking 
how I may beſtowe my ſelfe for 
your » 1-doe not know any 
meane more fruitfull , then that of 

Chriſtian exhortation , by which 
wee prouoke each the other to 
loue.. Wherefore giue mee leaue 
to ſtirreyou vp ,. but tolabour for 
the preſent fruit cf your #fAiction 
forepaſled , -and to puepare your 
ſelfe againſt future tryalls , if God 
ſhould bee pleaſed to prooue your 
patience yet further in time to 
i earth =_ ha-. 
ured the. ni Ormes 
of if Winter fn bs commeth 
to receiue into her boſome The 

deames of the Sunne now more 
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Chriftian Letters. 
approached, the earth I ſay before 
fruitlicfe , doth put forth Hou be- 
come fruntfull :/ thus wee, though 
inthe Winter of our temptation 
while the favour. of God fo emeth 
to haue forſakenvs, though in 
this taking wee finde it enoughto 
doe to keepe life atthe roote, yet 
when now God doth warme our 
hearts with the ſenſe of his loue, 
which is better then life-1t ſelfe , 
then wee muſt labour to-put forth 
both bud and blofſome , yea to bee 
filed with the fruits of r ighteouſ- 
neſſe, which are to the ink of 
God through leſus Chriſt. When 
the Den c cannot longer hinder 
our delinerance out of any euill, 
yet hee will labour to keepe vs 
without. vaderftanding- hearts , 
that wee ſhall not bee able to ac- 
knowledge God in that hee hath 

tforvs : by which meane 
the joule is kept from being ber- 
tered by that it hath recciued. If 
with our bearts wee vnderſtand 

notthe lowing Kindnefle and faith- 
| fulneſle 


Chriftian Letters, * 
fulnefſe which God hath :ſhewed 
toward vs, then our loue to him 
will not be increaſed, for wee loue 
bim, becauſe we finde him to haue 
loved vs firſt; our faith will not 
be hened , if wee hanenot 
obſerued how truſty the Lord is 
to all that belceue in him: for this 
owth wee take in knowing God 

y his word and works ; this doth 
make vs grow in belceuing on 
him: according to that, They who 
know ' thee , will truſt in thee. 
Wherefore this beeing an enter- 
prize of Satan, when hee cannot 
defeate vs of good things , then to 
keepe vs,if it be pollible, from the 
ſpiricuall fruite of them, let vs bee 
wiſeto ſecke vnto God who hath 
faid, I am he that teacheth thee to 
profit, that he would be pleaſed to 
give vs his ſpirit which may teach 
vs to know what hee hath done 
for vs. If this bee obtained; then 
the benefit will follow , both of 
our trials and delmerance : Our 
ſinge ſhall bee more purged out of 


VS, 


Chriſtian Letters, 
vs, our gyaces ſhall bee more 
ſtrengthened , yea they ſhall bec 
mere active and ſtirring in vs, ma- 
king vs more ready to, and plenti- 
full in euery good word and worke 
then beforetimes we haue beenc. . 
Theſeare the chiefe ends for which 
God ſendeth all our viſitations : 
astheend of bitter potions 1s to 
p—_ ſicke matter from the 
; fo all our griefes ſent of 
God, are medicinable bitternefſe 
tocleanſe our ſoules. Now as the 
faculties are ſtrengthened in vs 
when wee are rid of ſuch ficke hn- 
moursas did fo offend them, fo all 
the graces are the more confirmed 
by hew much ſinne is more remo- 
ned. In the third place ,. a bodie, 
when ficknes dotlt not weakenthe 
faculties of it , is full of motion, 
found bodics loue to bee ſtirring, 
eſpecially if coldneſle doe not be- 
numme the members-and make 
them vnfit for motion; Thus the 
ſonle , when God hath ſcattered 


the cares and luſts whuch m_ 
prelle 


Chriftian Le ters. 
preſſe it, and by his loue ſhed into 
it, difſolued that frozen coldneſle 


which 1s an enemy to .heauenly 


ation, then it doth in loue and 


zeale to his glory teſtirre it ſelfe 
diligently, both in the duties of 
the generall calling of .Chriſti- 
ans, and the particular callings un 
which we are in reſpe& of our out- 
ward condition. Theſe being the 
fruites which ſhould follow affli- 
Aion, giue diligence to findethem 
in you more and more : it 1s the 
ſeale of that eleQion- and calling 
by God,” according to the purpoſe 
of life, when you teele that things 
worke thus tother for your 
good. Euery baſe merall may be 
put into the fre, but thatwhicha- 
bideth in it and -commeth fourth 
more refined by it,that is precious 
and of much account. Euery man 
may be pur into the furnace of af- 
fiction, but if we endure chaſtiſc- 
ments and come forth more and 
more putged by meancs of them, 
then it isa ſure ſigne wee, are od 


Chriſtian Letters. 
ſels of Silner, and veſſels of Gold, 
ordained of -God to. glory- cuer- 
laſting. | 
Now I come to» that ſecond 
taske., I did vndertake Sons 
king-you to prepare againſt times 
CG. Thouch 1 —_ ſicknefles 
breede ſometime long health ,. yer 
it is true onthe other ſide, that.no I 
winde but may blow raine when I £ 
God is ſo pleaſed, no ſtate ſo Wf 
calme which niay.not ſoone turne IF 1 
tempeſtuous , ſhould not the Lord Yr 
be more gracious. The Diuell , 
when now God hath made vs get 
the vpper hand of fome gricuons 
temptation , doth lye.in ambuſh, 
and bend all his forces to draw 
vs intopride , at leaſt into ſecurity 
and preſumption touching things 
whitemey feivaltgr beth . Wher- 
fore ſceke to God to make you 
ready for'cuery thing wherewith 
he ſhalbrry you. In peace we pre- 
pare foriwarre: wearinga weapon 
doth not -make a man the ſooner 
ſett on, nay it preuenteth [this 
DY £anger 
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danger ſometimes, and alwates 
makes a man ready to defend him- 
ſelfe when he is aſſailed. God doth 
ſet vs to learne of the Ant this 
pointof Wiſdome: that ſmall crea- 
ture gathereth and hoordeth food 
in Summer, which may be ſifici- 
ent in winter ſeaſon : and when 
we haue that prouidencc in Sum- 
mer to make prouiſion of Hay and 
fodder for our beaſts againſt their 
need , how ſhould we be worthy 
rebuke, if we ſhonld not now in 
peace ſtore vp in our hearts thoſe 
things which may be vſcfull and 
helpefull to vs intime of our trou- 
ble? Now this practice ſtandeth in 
three things chiefely. Firſt, inget- 
ting a watchfull fagacitic,by which 
our ſ{oules doe diſcerne aforchand 
what kind of cuents and exerciſes 
they are ſubie&t vnto in this vale 
of teares. Secondly, In learning by 
due conſiderations, to know how 

4 we are in cm how 
weake 1n regard of that ſtrength 
which makerh vs able to _ 

w 
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Fhen weare tryed. Thirdly , In 
flying to God by faith, holding 
him, as who hath beene, 1s, and 
muſtbe , the rocke of our faluati. 
on: looking to Chriſt the author 


and finiſher of our faith, who hath} 
receiued thiscommandement from | 
his father,that he would not onely} 
call vs and bring vs into the ſtate} 


of grace , but keepe 'vs in it and 
raiſe vs vpat the laſt day: whois 
a great Saniour , Keeping his (as 
Pant \aith)frxom cuery euill workc, 
to his heaucnly Kingdome, Now 
when by faith we thus hang on 
God our Sauiour, then wee are, 
as it were,inaſtrong Tower,wher- 
inthe gates of hell ſhall not be a- 
bleto hurt vs, much lefle to pre- 
uaile againſt vs. God doth fer vs 
to ſchoole to the Contes, that of 
them we mightlearne this leſſon: 
they area weake tumorous creature 
yet they hauc this wiſecome to 
worke themſclues holes in the 
earth, burrowes to which they 


' may returne for ſhelter;and though 


they 
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they goe out ſometimes , yet they 
ſtill returne euer. and anon vnte 
their holds. Oh, ſo muſt wee , 
conſcious 'of our weakneſle , by 
faith worke our ſclues into the 
Rocke Chriſt Icſus ; and though 
ſometime wee are abroad, as it 
were, 1n many other matters, yet 
wee mult ſtill returne and renew 
our belicfe towards him. 
not proſecute theſe things. The 
Lord teach you by his Spirit foto. 

&with him, that 
you may with much more confi» - 
dence and boldnes reſort to him 
inall your neceſſities. Moreouer I 
hane ſent you a So/iloguie , which 
I did long ſince pen, that it might 
be an Introduction , leading by 
the hand a well diſpoſed Chriſtian 
to take vpa forme of words be- 
tweene God and his foule for the 
increaſe of his deuotion. Thus with 
my hearts deſire to God for you, I 


take my leaue. 


B 


I may 


| The 
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13.337 RL TOLL ZHD 2G 19; 
Fhe'God of conſolation and-compaſſt- 
. o# bee with you wy ood and loving 
\ Sitter, and remaine with you for e- 
ile il. 4 fer; 

* +. 158 7H Wy S671 1 
Ktiow 'not+ whether” T ſhould 
wrize- of *gratulation vnro you, 

and *thanke!-giuing vato God for 
delinerarice, or elſe of ſome 


cotnfort;#&ainſt your troubles, if 


youryet :termaine mathem: Conſt. 
defihg''the' Lords- ordinary - dea- 
ling',- if you bemot already deliue- 
red, your" deliuerance cannot bee 
farre off. But - foraſmuch as the 
wayes of -God- with his children 
are 'diuers; whoſe ſteps we can no 
more find out, than know «vr 
in the aire-where - the birt hat 
flowne' ; 1 know! not” whether he 
will holde you in the Schoo'e. of 
our-grieuous temptations: Well 
L am affured thar the iſſize ſhallbe 
good , aſſured alſothat thelength 
and gricuouſnefle of them , ſhall 
:accordingly adde vnto the wage 
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Chriſtian Letters, 
and ſhining brightneſſe of the 
Crowne y- ich in _— Teſurs its 
epared for you: aſſured finall 

tharthe cofort which thoſe whic 
are or ſhall be: tempted, will be 
much the ſtronger and deeper, as 
they ſhall. vnderſtand* that you 
which have beene ſo long: and ſo 
lharply exerciſed , wereatthe laſt 
{o graciouſly delivered. Be there- 
fore of good comfort ( my good 
Siſter) although the Lord plunge 
you.intothe Sea, yer he will goe 
downe with you thither to keepe 
you;, that you ſhall not be drow- 
ned : although you paſſe thorow 
the fire, you ſhall not bee conlu- 
med;, becauſe he is with you : al- 
though hee leade you from one 
Sea to another, yet the Lord which 
commands both the ſeas and the 
fire (as all other creatures) will 
for, his deare Sonnes: fake worke 
that fire nor water ſhall not onely 
nor hurt you ,:but profit you'in ft- 
ning- you +more: and more from 
the -droſle of finnie ,: and waſhing 
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you from the common filth of 
the remnants of finne which are 
in you. W hat doe 1 ſay that he will 
be with you 1n fire and water ? It 
1s but a {mall thing in his eyes. If 
you were brought to the gates of 

ll; 1f hell gates had ſhut her 
month ypon you , yet there his 
hand will be with you, and from 
thence his arme will deliuer you. 
Yea if hell had ſwallowed you vp 
into her bowels, yet it muſkin dce- 
ſpite of it render you vp _ 
Her ſtomacke cannot long holde 
you,no more than the great mon- 
{trous Whale could brooke Tonas,, 
which if he had light vpon the 
wicked Maryners , - hee would 
haue deuoured and digeſted twen- 
ty of them in lefſe ſpace. And this 
is indeed the promiſe of our Saui- 
our, Matth, 16. That hell gates 
ſhall not preuaile againſt you. 
They ſhall fight againſt you , but 
ſhall not preuaile. Whereof 1 
, wrote vnto your, for that -our 
friend Maſter. C.' wrote .vnto _, 
that 
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that ſince my laſt letters you hane 
beene terribly ſhaken by a forci- 
ble Tempeſt which the Encaue 
hath ſtirred vp againl(t you,where- 
with hee had raited ſuch a duſt in 
your eyes, thadyou had in your 
wdgement loſt all ' fight of the 
ace and goodnefſle of God 
in leſus Chriſt. But benct diſmai- 
ed, my Siſter, for my part I am in 
pos ope that cuen as alittle be- 
ore day breake the darkenefle is 
greateſt : ſo theſe grand Pieces 
which he keepeth in ſtore vncill 
the caſe be deſperate , be withthe 
clappesthey gue, and miſts they 
ſend forth; meſſengers of your dc- 
linerance, which is before the 
doore. The truthis, that asto be- 
leeue God to be your mercifull Fa- 
ther , is a precious thing before 
God, fo to doubt of his goodnefle 
towards vs,isa great ſinne. When 
further we refuſe the comforts 
and admonitions that be offe- 
red out of his Word , the ſinne is 
yet increaſed. . If blaſphemons 
B 3 words 
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wordseſcape vs, yet ſinne 18 made 
one ſtaire higher . If your-ſinnes 
for the height of theme, reach the 
very heauens,and for their breadth 
ſpread themſelues - from, South 
to North, and their length from 
Faſt to Weſt : yet the mercies of 
the Lord our God in .Ieſizs Chriſt 
ouer-reach them euery way. For 
vpon vs allthat are thus ouertaken 
by Satan, it is alſo verified, which 
the Apoltle faith; that where ſinne 
doth abound , there doth 
more then abound. Theſe large 
promiſes hath the Lotd made ys 
to our everlaſting comfort,ayhich. 
he hath ſet out by the meatkure of 
the obedience and: ſufferings of 
his deare Sonne Iefus Chriſt , the 
height ,' and breadth , and length 
whereof (asyou know) is infinite, 
not. onely becauſe he was in ſuch 
anguiſh of mind for vs,thatthrough 
_ he ſweat (which was neuer 

card of ) droppes of bloud which 
came from him , and cryed , My 
God, my God, why, haſt thou for- 
| ſaken 
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ſaken me? but alſo for that lis-obe- 
dience is the obedience of the'e. 
ternall God, ;and forithat his ſut- 
i not -onely; the ſufte- 
rings'of a\mortall mari: but of the 
immortall God , which as:the A- 
 poſtle ſaith, with ſhedding of his 
owne. bloud redeemed | vs: not 
that the' Godhead could ſuffer the 
ſhedding of þlaud ,, but becauſe. of 
the. vnſpeakable wnity gf the rwo 
Natures bound t | 1n -one 
perſon; that which was done to 
Chriſt the:man, is, to qur ſinguiar 
comburt;adrobe dotix of the eter 
nal/God. ';c + Y 2:07 

Newt: for the bawine. of 'oun 
partwhichi we laue| wm the gbedi- 
ence andufferings: of: our Saujour 
Chriſt , [yok mui turne your eyes 
from, , one Gif per rom; your 
owne workes; ynto the-Election 
and alling of Gyd. For as the 
Lordifaueth vs;not becauſe of our 
good workes, be they, neucr ſo 
many': ſo hee will not condemane 
vs 's his Children, becauſe of our e- 
B 4 wall 
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vill workes,bethey neuer ſo great. 
Hereunto the ory calleth _— 
the Prophet E/ay, chap. 45. where 
dealing with the rebellious Hrac- 
lites, heſaith, for Ifraethischoſen 
fake, 'and becauſe they were cal- 
led by his name , hee would con- 
firme them, and doe them good: 
becauſe faith he,. Tloned thee, and 
decauſe- thou - wert (precious- 1n 
minc eyes, and becauſe'I eſteemed 
—_ I 4 doe thisand _ = 
thee; aSit he would ſay, althon 

thoulouedſR ma otcemedſ 
not me. As for the Lords calling 
towards you ( whereby .as :by' a 
ladder-you may climbe- ſafely $n- 
to the counlt'of God'to know 
your EleQion, and what his ſecret 
decree of you- was before! the 
world was made,” 1-refexteyou to 
that which 1-weote to-you beforey 
the markes are-manyarnd certaing 
in you, -you neede not, :Jawiſſe, to 
haue had ſo many and4long temp- 
tations: tohauethrowne you-head- 
long into -cuerlaſting'defpaire, if 


you 
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you had not belonged tothe Lorfl. 
For as the Children of God: are 
conquerors ouer many temptatt- 
ons, ſo one onely temptation (and 
that a ſhort one ) 15able to ſinke 
the ſtouteſt. among the Rep-0- 
bates into the bottomleſſe pit of 
hell, Neithcr muſt you thinke that 
the grace of God worketh alwaies 
alike in his Children. -When you 
walke inthe fields at winter , you 
ſeenot onely no good fruite , but 
not ſo much  as'a leafe on the 
Trees, in ſome alſo the'very trunk 
or ſtocke appeareth to'be dead,yet 
is the ſappe hidden inthe roote , 
which in due time will ſhew that 
thetree was neuer dead. Howbeit 
I ncede - not leade yon into the - 
heldes, you haue an example at 
home within your :doores: For, , 
when your fire is raked vp , there 
_ appeareth oftentiines a fort of 
cold and dead aſhes, whenthere 
are- ynderneath certaine ſparkes , . 
of: which ' you-- may- - afterward 
make a fixe.. And ſuch is the eſtate - 
Bs. - of ! 
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ofthe Children of God, when 
through the ſinnes they doe com- 
a and —— they 

a great while, they appeare 
—_ = as forſaken of God, 
and remedilefle. How much more 
ought you to bee. of good com- 
fort ,. 1n whom the Lord hath 
ſet ſuch notes of your cternall 
faluationin Ieſas Chriſt , that all 
the ſmoke which the enemy. hath 
caſt out, ,cannot take, away :the 
tight of them-from vs ,,or once ſo 
much as bring vsin doubt of it? I 
grant you your ſelues thinke other- 
wiſc ;, but as in;ſlicke perſons wee 
ſee. it commethta paſſe , that they 
thinke. there; is yo: hope of lite , 
when the Phyfician and. ſtanders 
by ſee.ccrtaine.and-vndoubted' £0- 
kens of health: -So it is oftentimes 
in theſe ſpirituall ficknefſes.. You 
ſee David through the afflitions 
which, the, Lord ſent ypon him, 
wreſtled oftentimes: wwith;.det- 
peration , was oft brought, into 
doubt of his. faluation,.'as you 
may 
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may-reade.in the 42;43,77-and, 8B. 
Pſalmes.'W hexeyou ſhallpexceiue, 
that he cangeiycd of God,asof one 
in extreme apger and rage with 
himz as of one that had forgotten 
him,and had taken his mercy from 
him, There arc al{o(I grant)yoy- 
ces,jot hape: angled; with them, 
becauſe i,0ne. and the 1elfe-ſame 
P/alme , he changeth the whole 
courſe of his Mednations, how he 
floated, now vp, now downe, now 
ſanke, as it wcrg.,1 inthe neather- 
molt hell, now appearing and ſhew- 
ing -b1s head; aboue, the waters a- 
gaine. The'Sonne gf God himſclfe 
through extreme anguilh, was (as 
I faid ) :bxought ;to, aske,of God 
why.he bad.$oxfaken him? It the 
force of Jempratigns could bring 
him whuch,had, no fjnne,, of, his 
- OWne;; and was the .ouely beloued 
ot God, . and. which: had -recemed 
the ſpirit of fortitude -aboue mca- 
fare ,te ſxchahant exigent and 
terrible conflit'g),ve ougint notto 
mexuaile if the Ciuldren of God, 


which 
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which -haue ſinne 'dwellirg in 
their mortall bodies, which are 
not beloued- for- themfelaes;, but 
for hisſake alone, and which haue 
receiued but a few droppes of 'the 
Spirit (whereof he had the whole 
Sea) be ſometimes p oucr 
head and earcs. And .wherefore 
did our Satiour overcome that 
fcarefull confli& of temptation, 
but that it ſhould be our medicine 
when wee are ouercome. of it ? 
Wherefore in this moſt greatcon- 
fli& did he not onely retaine faith 
1n his heart, but in callins him his 
Lord , profeſſed -1t betpre men 
with his mouth, but that it ſhould 
be our remedie, when we not one- 
ly feele no faith inwardly” in out 
heart, -but denyalfo outwardly be- 
fore men:with- our*mouth}, that 
we haue any hope in him ? There- 
fore our Sauiour Chriſt in $. /ohn 
placeth not our comfort in _that 
we our {elnes hane vtetcome;, but }. 
biddeth his Diſciples be of good 
cheare , becaiſe he had Eo 

rae 


Chriſtian Letteri, = 
the World ; that.is toſay, all con. 
trarie- power to the will-of God. 
Therefore alfo S. /ohx- in his firſt 
Epiſtle ſaich, That our Faith is that 
wt jereby we ouercome the World: 
not oncly, becauſe through Faith 
we vanquith the Temptations; but 
eſpecially, becauſe we by it, as by a 
Hand , apprehend the righteonſ- 
neſſe and viorie of Chriſt,as a ſa . 
tisfaction of that wherein we haue 
played the cowards.. As for intem- 
perate ſpeeches (if any were) it is 
{oto be conſidered, thatthey were 
not ſpoken (as they fay. ) in-cold - 
bloud, and of a malicious purpoſe, 
but in a paſſion, and of a troubled 
anda broyled 'minde, which the e- 
nemie, when he hath.you vpon the 
wracke;wringeth out of-you. And 
not onely ſuch ſpeeches, But euen 
fome kind of Blaſphcmie againſt . 
the Sorme' of God , the Sonne of - 
God himſelfe forgiueth. Elſe, F 
przy you, what ſhould become of 
the boly man 146, which opened his 
mouth ſo wide of God ; all which 
curſes, . 
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curſes,ſent out againſt the creatures 
of God,xeturned'ypon the Creator 
himſelfe ? Atid although in the be. 
ginning hee opened his mouth a- | 
gainſt the Lord, as it were allope 
and indirealy.of intuſtice, as.may 
appeare-both by his difcourſes, and 
by the Lords owne anfiwerewhich 
hee maketh. in the | cnd4;, Ot-the 
which man ,' notwithſtanding” all 
this, note ( I befeech:you) what 
S. Iames ſaith , Chap, 5. Tow haue 
beard (faith he); of the Pationg man, 
146. . Here you ce thar-he calleth FF 
hin.fo ; notwithſtandang -all his | 
trowardnefie againit | his- friends, 
(which were good men, and came 
of good will , alrhough they were 
not in cuery poige ſo welladuiſed) 
notwithſtandigg all his impatience 
againſt,.God inyvardly., notwith» 
ſtanding all his accuſations and 
curſes openly, which: ed of | 
unpatience. .If you 2»ke how theſe 
can ſtand together; they-ſtand wel; 
foraſmuch, 4s; the, Lord Forgilirng 
and: coueging his impatience: " 
lelus 
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Teſus Chriſt, reckoneth with him 
as if he had ſpunne (fo to ſpeake) 
an cuen thred. of his patience all 
the time of his Temptation, where- 
as notwithſtanding - hee made. fo 
many knots,. and brake his thred 
ſo often. Euen ſo ( good Siſter ) 
wil he dcale with you : for par- 
& doning all your inconfiderate ſpee- 
ches,he will make his account with 
you for Teſus Chriſts fake, as if . 
you had prayed to him, and pray- 
ſed his Name, at the dayes of your 
'=77 n——_ If _ = _ 
ad borne will, and ſp 

ken much -_ of you, - nr" 
| by enill companie, ſhould happen 
' & afterward to: reuile you ;'I;would 

J aske you this Queſtton {- Whe- 
'& ther, if ſuch a one were. ſorrow- 
tull for his fault, you would forgiue 
him, or no ? When you examine 
your ovne Conſcience herein ; I 
dare anſ\vere for you , yow-would 
not retaſe him, nor turne. your 
face from- him, Shall. you, which 
Raue, 1a comparuon; but a = 
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of loue,ſhew this mercie ; and not 
the Lord,who is nothingelfe but a 
fire of Charitic towards them that 
cry him mercie, and as the Apoſtle 
Saint John faith, Charitic it ſelfc ? 
Shall your ſparke confirme the for- 
feit againſt you, and ſhall not the 
bonetre of the loue of God in Te- 
ſus Chriſt, dry and licke yp yours? 
Shall the cooling and refreſhing 
waters of mercie ane compaſſion 
be found in a little Channell , and 
the Fountaine & Head-ſpring from 
whence it commeth,be dry ? Con- 
ſidering, that-in this reſpec, the 
Lords cogitations are as farre dif- 
ferent from ours, as Heauen from - 
the Earth. And the truth 1s, that 
the Loxd hath therefore taught vs 
to pray, Eorgiue vs our treſpaſſer, as 
Wee forgine 2 that tres} affe againſt 
Vs; tothis end ;that whenwe tecle 
our bowels of compailion opencd | 
to thoſe which offend againſt vs, 
we mighttake thar asa ſtire pledge 


and vndoubted token of the for- 


giucnefſt of all our ſinnes., how 
great 


—_ is. Aldo. «ca ca 
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great ſoeucr they be. Therefore to 
make an end where I began,Be of 
good comfort, deare Siſter, you are 
the Lords, you haue coſt the Sonne 
of God too deare a price, to be a 
calt-away. 


Born, Couſin, it is my defire, 
while ourliues are 1oyntly con- 
tinued in this fleſh, to teſtihe my 
Chriſtian loue to you in ſuch du- 
tics as tend to build youvp in your 
holy Faith : it 1s a common debt, 
bur yet ſuch as wee owe one anu- 
ther ſo much more abundantly, by 
how much wee are linked more 
neerely. I haue thought ſometime, 
that I would not bee ſo backward 
to this buſineſle ; -but then it -hath 
come vnto my minde, that yoy arc 
well able to draw on others... A- 
gaiue-, becauſe I know not the 
things which' 1n your- conflicting 
courſe moſt- oppoſe you, whether 
wants of Graces,or pre&nce. of &« 
uill Lawes within. vs ; becauſe I 
knew not theſe particulars , Lo 
mY wit 
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with my ſelfe, I ſhall bur ſhot 
without a marke, and fit a ſhoo to 
a foot I know-not. . To what pur. 

poſe ſhall I write ?: Indeed, wee 
cannot - prefcribe fo pertinently, 
who know not the eftate exactly; 
and we preuent our ſelues in theſe 
fruits of loue, who make no relati. 
on, hd perſonall report, netthicr 11 
letter noyby word of mouth,which 
might helpe thoſe that mimiſter to 
vs: but halfea Cake,is better then 
no Bread ; and a oenerall, ſafe,and 
profitable raQice muſt 'not bee 
negleted, becauſe wee ſee a 'more 
trutfull-courſe, which wee catmot 
attaines To come then onee againe 
vnto you in generall, ritl' 1 ſhall 
know ſome ſpecialties, to which 1 


might ſpeake more for:youraduan- | 


tage; there 18 good that body 


will doe well, whicl hath the ſto- * 
macke right affected Hunger isa | 


ſigne bFhealrh; {o thatfoule which 


hungereth and thirſteth after _ | 


ut i 


It ſhall be wellliking, and profper. | 
»Y 


teouſnefle ; there ys no feare, 
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ot W will therefore endeuour to giue a 
to Wpurre to your ſpirituall appetite, 
at you may come, by meanes of 
it,to be filled with the fulneſſe of 
God,withthe repleniſhment of his 
grace. Now as in the body, when 
the ſtomack feeleth the emprineſſe 
and ſucking of other parts , whoſe 
nouriſhment is waſted; then it fur- 
h Wther craueth : ſo, when the ſoule 
o doth feele how emprie it ſelfe is of 
n WE grace, then the appetite of it 15 ed- 
d FW goed. Wherefore thinke with me, 
c 
e 


how wanting you are in thoſe points 
following,that ſo you may be ſhar- 

© iN per {et vpon thoſe graces. whereof 
e & you feele your ſelfe ſo emiprie: Firtt 
| © conſider, how farre you:are thort 
| i of glorifying God as you ought : 
, & Wee ſhould fanRifte him 1n our 
' Ff hearts, words, and workes ,.vpon 
. © all occaſions, and it ſhould gricue 
vs to ſee him diſhonoured. Wee 

$ ſhould doe all things in him , an4 

I for him : In him,that is,hauing hus 
2g warrant ; whichwe haue, when by 

g faith we know thatit is wel pleafing 
t9 
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to himgve ſhould doe rhis,orthat : 
, yea, haying affurance of his grac 
ous preſence with vs, to. enable vs 
to'all ſach workes, in which wee 
know it is his will that wee ſhould 
walke. Wee ſhould, F-ſay, doe all 
things for him, by making his ho- 
nour the marke we ſhoot at,in ene- 
ry thing. Now,how little doe our 
hearts thinke vpon him-., admire 


him,ioy thatwe know him,aſcribe- 


vnto him Wiſdome, Truth, Mercy, 
Power, in hisdayly works he wor- 
keth for vs, while we are paſſi 
thorow the barren Wilderneſſe © 
this preſent World, vnto the Reſt 
which he hath prepared? It ſhould 
not be thus,Coufin. . If we fee any 
manthatdoth any thing more wiſc- 
ly, that doth ſhew a faithfull part, 
or a mercifull ojhce., wee thinke 
tughly of it,and giue ic within-our 
ſelyes the due conlideration-: How 
much more ought wee to thinke 
honourably of God ,- in the dayly 
works he. ſheweth? W hat a Power 
is that, which keepethvs to falua- 


tion, 
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tion', who haue ſo little ſtrength, 
and lefſe wiſdome., whereby wee 
might ftand in feare of our ſpiri- 
tuall enemies and dangers? VW hat a 
Power,that doth make the World, 
and the Tentations of it , dead 
things vnto.vs;which are ſo migh- 
tie, that the moſ? are taken priſo- 
ners by them, and we ſhould lyc as 
Captiue Thralls before this or that 
creature, if God ſhould not ſubdue 
them , and hold them vnder vs? 
What Power is that,which killeth 
ſinfull Luſtin vs; athing of it ſelfe 
fo ſtirring and mightie, and infati- 
able inthe courſe of it? Finally,that 
vpholdeth the life of grace in vs? 
To ſee a fire burning on the Sea, 
and to keepe in fire on the Waters, 
were a powerfull fa: but tokeepe 
the life of grace in a ſoule which is 
dead in finnes and treſpaſſes,isfarre 
greater. What Wiſdome doth he 
dayly ſhew,in makingall the things 
which. befall vs, ſerue for ſome 
good end ? in tempering our C- 
ſtates, ſo that we are neither out of 
meaſure 
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meaſure oppreſled with grieuances, 
nor;yet inamourcd qouer-much with Y 
the luſhie Fweetneſle of this preſent | 

World : That doth by little & little | 

lead vs forward to perfection, yea, 
and to-ſufferings, according as hee 
ſeth we are prepared,by hisgrace, 
and made capable of them? For his 
Truth and Conſtancie , he doth te- 
ſtife it abundantly : for wee are ec- 
uery day to ſeeke to him z yet hee 
faileth not, though wee lye vpon 
him, a ſure friend. Againe, how 
many aduantages doe we giue him 
againſt vs? How doe we, by our ſo 
little profiting and mending-what 
we know amiſle,prouoke him?But 
he ſticketh ſrl fiſt to vs,and all his 
wayes are full of mercie ; he ſeeth 
how weake wee are , and doth ſo 
ſhield vs with his fauour, that out 
of pitie he will not let the Winde 
blow vpon vs. Whenwe catchour 
dayly falls, hee ſends for vs by his 
Spirit,and makethall whole againe. 
When ſtrength beginneth to faile, 
hes, in pitie, putteth ynder,and re- 
neweth 
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neweth our ſtrength. © When wee 
Bf ace heautey and; powre out our 
oF hearts ro him, rellmg- him how it 
_ & is with vs, hee doth make vs feele 
his peace and confolation. When 
hee ſeeth that .euill things would 
grow? vpon'vs, he doth ſend ſome- 
thing or other, which may breake 
the Neſt of ſuch matter, and pre- 
uent the miſchiefe, Wee finally, 
which haue ſoules thatare all ſores, 
ſce his mercie cueninthis ; that he 
youchfafcth to-handle ourleprous 
ſpirits , .and by .venewing our re- 
pentant fenſe. ob miſerie, and our 
Faith towards- his ſaluation 1n 
Chriſt , doth lay (as it were) cuc- 
ric day-a, new Playſter ypon them. 
[Now :then., nat «to -obſerue and 
proſecate with ,due honour, ſuch 
Power, Wikdome,” Truth ;  Mer- 
cie is a defect to, bee lamented. 
Wee take it for a token of an ill 
minde, when one will not giue .to 
men of. parts, that: which 4s their 
dat, : What,mindes baue wee,who 
give God no mbre-_in our. pet's 
j wW 
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who 1s ſo to be aduanced in theſe 
and ſuch like reſpeRs as I haue na- * 
med ? And this not acknowledged 
of him, in the dayly expericnces 
whick we haue of himtheſe wayes, 
doth make vs as much to ſeeke, 
when trouble commeth, as if wee 
- had neuer beene acquainted with 
him. Whereas, did wee acquaint 
our hearts with him in theſe his 
wayes,we ſhould finde it as cafie to 
reſt on him,inany trill and necefſi- 
tie, as men doe one with another : 
"They preſume, ſuchan one will not 
be wanting to them, whoſe truſtic 
Kindneſle they haue had full proofe 
of, as which neuer fayled them. In 
the ſecond place, as our hearts 
thould with beſecming affeion 
inwardly honour”, ſo our tongues 
ſhould tell of him, making knowne 
ſuch-things as we know of him: t9 
{mother theſe things, 1s his dif- 
honour. Thoſe that belong to great 
perſonages, they delight totell of 
the valour, policie,bountie of their 
Lords: yea,we will doc one another 

this 
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this credit,totell what moremark- 
able parts wee eſpie each in other. 
Why ſhould our God ſet forth,and 
not hauea word lent him this way? 
Finally, whatſocuer we doe,we are 
to ſee his leaue and preſence with 
vs, andto intend his glory in 1t. 
Wee arc not our owne men, but 
the Lords ſeruants, bought with a 
price. Now we luſtly deeme it 1r- 
reuercnce in thoſe that line vnder 
gouernment,if they preſume to doe 
any thing ; much more, if they run 
acourſe vpon their owne heads,not 
caring to take vs with them, and 
know our pleaſure. Againe, men 
doe looke, that ſich as they keepe, 
ſhould doe them .honeſtie, and be 
fortheir credit ; And wee ſee the 
Retainers of Noblemen ſoaddicted 
this way, that they run themſclues 
into Bookes, and out of faire Patri- 
monies, and all to maintaine a Gal= 
lancie,which they (though falſely ) 
thinke much making for their 
Lords glory. Now if we lay theſe 
together, we ſhall finde, that we in 

C theſc 
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theſe wayes haue'much-beene wan- 
ting to our dutie. How little doe 
we ſee and poſſeſie our hearts with 
the reuerent and afteftionate ob- 
ſcruing .of that wee dayly. receiue 
from God,and ſc of that awee finde 
to bee in him» towards: vs ?. Qur 
hearts lye aſleepe this way. : Little 
doe we toy tobe telling othersand 
ſerting forth our Lords honour vn- 
to them, thar God might be glori- 
fied , and they thus prouoked to 
ſceke the ſame ſeruice withvs: and 


whodoth feele this durifull depen» | 


dance toward God , which makes 
him looke vp to the Lord, that hee 
would witneſle to his ſoule, by his 
owne holy Spirit,thar his wayes he 
takes in hand are pleaſing to him, 
that hee will be our ſuſhciencie in 
chem? Alas,we begin our courſes 
according to cuſtome, and thinke 
no more of this,than as if we were 

not tyed toſuch homage. Wee are 

as if wee had purchaſed the Lord- 

ſhip of. our ſelues, and had in our 

own hands the. power of our wayes. 

Now 
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Now then;if yoit diſcerrie how you' 
have aplevigetites r Comman- 
dement, of wm A glorifie yoar 
God: and: if'y __—_ 
frenaths, in labauring  iriew 
all Obedherice wWhith: Sek points 
decipher vito vs;findetyour vnſlf- 
ficientib this way?5! chef you ſhall 
finde the emptineſs BFRighteouſe 
nefle, which ſhall hetpe you! (6rd& 
what the- tort to! Haſpe! Chrilt; 
your Righteoulizulle ; [that 1h: him 
you may ſee your forginenafſe} and 
J Chriſt yours: Siniher! , thae' hee 
wohld doe that hee hath promiſed 
you,cuen pur-his Spwit-in you, and 
make you keepe theſe Commande- 
ments /nzore) and. 'mote; 'in'theſe 
Branchegaboaeatimed! And Hf the 
Lord:dhall 'gtue any {purre to Your 
Dunoriongaryenctcafe ro For Re- 
perrance and #aith;by this meanes, 
I hall -haue cauſe to reioyce with 
you. 1 thought .tohaue thus 960k 
ouer ſore Heads;to hatic held 
ped you to'fe6 your want of: Faith, 
and reioycing in God and foto haue 
C 2 touched 
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touched kr ye of future e- 
UENES, And pOLEKTINGg YOUr PEACE, 
and ra vncomfortablencſſewhich | 
doth hang, in paſſing our time, a- 
bout vs. But ceade this _— Let- 
tex I ſend you, aghine-and againe ; 
and forthe lalt,know that the Lord 
doth but- hide from-vs; and; let vs 
feele wearinefſe in going on,that ſo 
bee might make vs more depend 
vpon him,and m_ him,to thi 
vpon our WayCs, and-to Vs on 
Moe hong wk we feele oe inabtli- 
tie in gur ſelues. But the Lord, I | 
hope, will enable me at ſome other 
time to performe ſome dutic to you 
this way. I let this beginning come 
to you, which. lay fo longwritten 
by me. . You muſt not thinke much 
I write no- oftner ;: for ſince my 
comining home, hane had neceſſi- 
tle to write very many wayes.: I 
thanke you for all your loue ; and 
wiſhing you:the feet loue of .our 
God ſhed into your. heart, I take 
mylcaue this xt of December. 


Louwng 
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Ouing Friend,wheress in your 
Letters you complaine of. tedt- 

ous wearifomeneſle, which. in pa(- 
ſing the. day, dothcre-while cloze 
with vs, oFwhich-we ſpake a little 
together. Thetruth is;though God 
doth ſometime, 'onely to humble 
vs, let ſach a 'wearifome vanitic 
follow vs ,>that'hence wee might 
confider , what our (inne againſt 
God hath done; how tv wit, it 
hath thruſt vs out of Paradiſe, to a 
laborious and irkclome condition 
-of life; that thus we might be quic- 
kened,to begge in Chriſt that blet- 
ſing, which doth mitigare:thofe c- 
uils : Though: againe it fometimc 
doth onely purſtie vs, .becauſe of 
performing our duties of deuotion 
with too-nuth ouerture+ 'for this 
maketh Gad loue vs : ſo that wee 
finde ſmall caſe, till wee rerurne a- 
gaine, and ſhake our ſelues vp bet- 
ter. Yet the common root of this 
ericfe, aboue named, is the want 
of con({cionable dependance- vpon 
God for his blefling, and ſtrength 
Cy to 
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to carry vs anal the. ddylong..Dge 
yay: feele, when-you-riſe;; facha 
ſenſe. of your owine weakenefle, as 
makerh {your-htaxk , to; looke- to 
God ;-;that: hee! would. hee jour 
itrength & your camfert .rbrough- 
out the whole day, 2: Alas,wee goe 
on, es if there. did ;need} no ſuch 
matter. The Dwell 'toJd-our firſt 
Parents, they ſhould be likegads : 
and though it is falſe, in'regard of 
any bleſſed conformutie ; yer 1t-is 
too true , in regard of ſinfull pre- 
{ſumpticn, with-which wee are fe- 
cretly poyloned-:: For wee:goe nat | 
rarally; liue;, and; Hold, oh gi19 cour- 
ſes,1as. if wee. were 'god$Twuithin 
our ſelves, not needing! $0: looks 
higher, for comfort; or {trength , in 
which wee-might; proceed. , Now 
this-maketh: our God, avhen wee 
fecle powerfully :{0.Jisrle mar od af 
him, to-igt,weaxingſl; (and near 
fortablencjſc oyertake vs, \which 
might. make ys come to' new rec- 
konings - within our ſelues , and 
more affetionately, to! feeke _ 

um, 


him, that he would bewith vs,and 
carry vs on, and refreſh vs. Now 
if yoadifcerne , thar»there- 15-48 
you ſuch a ſecret Selfe-tutcience; 
and that your ſpirit 'awakeneth 
not withfuch pouertie in it, which 
makerh you looke vp to God, 
with conſcience of your infirmi- 
tie, and confeſle , that if he be not 
your ſtrengch and comfort , you 
camot paſſe one honre ouer, with- 
out weariſfome heauinefle : if you 
finde that this is lurking, then 
you muſt turne you'to. God , and 
wreltle againſt it, ſaying; 1 need 
not muſe much at this I finde.; 
how ſhould I but know fainting 
and diſcomfort in going on, who 
am ſo affected, as if I would goe 
alone , and had not need of thy 
helpe, O Lord, at all times, and in 
euerything,with me ? How ſhoul- 
deſt not thou, thar. ſingleſt out all 
pride, as the ſinne thou wilt re- 
ſiſt, not much be incenſed at this 
hidden Selfe-ſuſhciencie , which 


doth pull thee our of thy Throne, 
C 4 mMa- 
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making thee no God to vs, while 
we feele no need of thee ; but are 
readie to goe on, as able enough 
within-our {clues to walke on 1n 
dar wayes? We further confeſle, 
that though we ſee the indignitie 
ofthis behauiour,that yetthe frame 
of gur hearts is ſo out of order, 
that of onr ſelues wee haue no 
power to amend it: for as by na- 
cure wee are fallen from Faith on 
thee, ſo wee are filled with Selfe, 
cofidence,which makes vs(though 
wee know it not) reſt in our owne 
ſtrength. Now then, what ſhall 
we doe,bur looke to thee,that thou 
wouldeſt make vs fo pore in Spi- 
rit , tharwe may with ſuch feeling 
and lowlincfle depend vpon thee, 
for all our ſtrength and comfort ; 
that thou (who ſheiveſt grace to 
the humble ones ,) mayeſt delight 
to miniſter them both abundantly 
vnto vs, that wee may walke vp- 
right,ſtrong,and chearefull in thy 
ftrength? O Lord, wee aske it the 
bolder; for thou haſt promiſed =_ 
r 
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thou wilt circumciſe our Selfe-con- 
fident hearts, ſo that we ſhall hauc 
no truſt in thefleſh,but haue allvur 
reioycing 1n thee. - O Lord tell vs, 
wee beſcech thee, make our hearts 
heare- it , that thou who art not 
wearie, nor mayeſt not faint, wilt 
bee our:{trong Arme- cucry: mor- 
ning ; fay to vs, that thou art our 
God, who wilr leade vs to death: 
What ioy canwe haue to {et a foot 
forward 2ny way, if thou doeſt not 
let vs ſce- that thon art with vs 2? 
Our hearrs thinke what- thy ſer- 


uant ſpoke : if wee may not- haue 
thee in thy Word, teſtifying thy 
preſence with'vs (for thy Word is 
our cloudie Pillar ) mn were better 
for vs neuer to mone further, than 
to g0e on, not —_— thee with vs. 


Following/God with theſe'things, 
you ſhall Knot 1n vaine- -Fi- 
nally, this exerciſe of bewaylin 

our want in ſome one thing , dot 

make'vs fee What-need wee haue, 
thar Chriſt ſhould be inade of God 
our rightcouſicfe; and doth make 
| G5 Vs 
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3: come. fegiing!y to {ce the for« 
guencſſc atallour fgnnes, through 
him out great Ca and S2uiour, 
who hath waſhed vs with his 
bloud. .:I will leaue. of, though 
abruptly : my Letter graweth- in 
my hand, and if'1 ſhould-:goe on, 
- would be more then your hand- 

ll. i16 "if: o Oi] 

The Lord: Ieſus, who is the au- 
thor and finiſher of all his graces 
in vs, perfect you and all his cho- 
ſen more and more. that in this 
life wee may ſee the.ioyes: of -ho- 
lineſle. . | 7 


" 


" Hriſtian- Friends., , Foraſmuch 
as it iS our dutie,who'haus bin 
vnder Gods bogs ;. to =_ m__ 

that are vnder the fame; 1 
wee that haue taſted. graces. Ars , - 
feually to ſing the mexcies of God 
towards others :;'in this regard;my 
Letters ſhall open theſe two things 
vato you ſo fare a$-I am able ,, af 
you are aliue tg teceiue Kt. I know: 
20t whether I ſhall write. you w— | 
ener 3 
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ther; if not,it ſhall returne into my 
boſome, that is written vnto you. 
The end of theſe atBictions, fo bit- 
ter & grieuous, 1s to bore the cares 
of thoſe that are the Lords, that 
they may heare this Commande- 
ment, of returning from all iniqui- 
tie ; and therefore we are bound in 
chaynes of aftli&tion, that the eyes 
of our minds may be opened,to ſce 
our workes & linnes,the which are 
mightie. Now 1t 1s not the culls 
themſelues ;: bit the. preſence. of 
God,by his ſptritworkinginthem, 
which doth theſe things. For-the 
mightie God (in the fift Verſe of 
that Chapter ) is made the princi- 
pall worker of theſe things, by the 
means of grieuous calamities. Now 
this 1s a great mercie of God : for 
if wee were not thus brought to 
repentance , wee would _— ſee 
good dayes here, nor {cape the con- 
demnation of the , World, 1. Cor, 
11. Conſider therefore,what cuils 
of our lives the Lord would haue 
vs rip vpand beyaile before ng | 
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and it 1s in generall, our diſloyall 
eſtranging our hearts from hum, 
that our hearts and delights haue 
beene more on the ſinfull pleaſures , | 
and profits of this World, than on 
the Lord , and on our molt bleſſed 
couenants of dying. to finne , and 
liuing with Chriſt riſen, in new- 
neſſe of life. I know,good friend, 
though you will not bolſter your 
ſelfe altogether, yet you will hardl 

be perſwaded, that your life hat 

beene no berrer.than a ſpirituall 
Fornication. from the Lord : for 
ccmparing your ſelte with men, 


you may ſay, that you are not the 


worſt ; that howſocuer.you haue 
led, yet you hane had ſome care 

of good duties, and ſome loue and 
acknowledgement of Gods chil- 
dren , before others. Conſider 
then, that God may haue glory 
in our abaſement, what. were the 
dayes of your prime , and man- 
hood , but ſpirmuall Fornication. / 
from the Lord ? - Doubtleſſe, I 
would not rcuiue my old _— 
T. 
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but to helpe you in the practice of 
repentance, which without theſe 
icular confiderations, .is not 

calily taken vp. . And ſince that- 
nature 1t ſelfe hath declined ſome. 

what from this courſe ; alas, haue. 
you not ſet your heartonthe things 

of the world ? hathnot your louc 

beene toward them , and your de-- 
tohtinthem, and heauenly matter 

which ſhould be. ſought with all. 
diligence,yea inthe firit place,haue 
we not looked ontheſe as reffuſs.. 
wares, out of requeſt? This abuſe 
of our peace, God whippeth. For 
whereas our peace . ſhould haue 
turned hither, to haue beene an oC- 
calion to edifice. vs more freely in 
faith, loue, patience, and to haue 
walked outward inthe feare ofthe 
Lord , declining euill , and doing 
good ſhould haue beene a meane 
of ſtilling vs with-the comfort of 
the Spirit, weehaue neglefted to 
build vp our ſelnesin thoſe graces, 
as if there neuer ſhould have come. 
a.time to vie them ; wee =_ 
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had no feare in our hearts of wic- 


'ked companions, . yea, .of commitr- 


ting with them many wicked acti- 
ons, we gaue our ſclues to taſte no 
loy, but carnall: for this, God ma- 
keth vs cace our bread with our 
lives in our hand , that ſeeing we 
would not in the fruition of theſe 
liberties, yer wee might with /eru- 
falem inthe dayes of our affliction: 
Remember the pleaſant ' things 
which we formesly poſleſked ( Za- 
zyentations the 17.) And; what is 
tin aword, that bringeth foorth 
allthe curſes ofthe Law? Ir is this, 
becauſe that in our abundanceand 
Plenty , wee: ferue not God with 
good and with carcfull hearts,Dew. 
28.437; [I doe not remember theſe 
things to .gricuc: you,,. for 'L haue 
done rio: otherwite with my fclfe, 
before theſe occaſions came oh me. 
What then if : one haue ſtrayed 
thus,isthere no-rhercy?, yea trucly, 
there 1s metcy: wighthe Lord n If- 
rael-( in his Church.) . cuen. for 
theſe courſes ! though we haue _ 

\C:1 
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ken ſtrange , wiues , ;let vs renew 
oar couenant-of turning from all 
euiil-, and-following righteou!nes 
and holinefſe , 'and- the: Lord will 
be gracious, Read Ezr.4 1o. and 
the 55. of 'Ejay , the'6. 7. and 8, 
thoygh dur ſinnes ſhould appeare 
ſo great:that we did thinke them 
vnpardonable-, -yet when we re- 
turne , Gods thoughts-are not our 
thoughts. . If a mans wife ſhould 
goe a whoring - -with another, 
though ſhee ſhould come backe , 


though we. hate ſtrayed , yet the 
LORD biddeth vs to returne, 
as ready to accept vs , leremie.- 3. 
1. How ſweete a balme isthis,,..if 
our ſpirit be broken? now to:draw 
to a,conclufioty, , the foule: is of- 
ten-in -ſuch- plight. that: it- would 
turne,' but knoweth not where to 
find ability thereunto : - if this bee 
your condition , that 'yaw cometo 
prone vnder the hardneſle of your 
, Which will not- let you be. 
ſorrowtull .as youdefire , _ 
er 


hee would not receie- her ; but——-._ 


Chriftian Letters, 
ber to your comfort, that this is 
the voyce of Gods children , yea 
his children repenting ; Turne vs 
O Lord, and we ſhall be turned, 
Jeremie 31.18. Remember further, 
that CHRIST. IESVS your 
Sauiour is raiſed vp of G OD, -to 
bee our Prince, to giue to vs re- | 
miſſion of ſinnes and vanfained | 
repentance: he ſitteth at the right | 
hand of G OD, by hisSpirit to | 
touch your ſpirit with vnfained | 
repentance. Now if that the Lord 
doe gather you-notwithſtanding , 
forget not the conſolation which 
faith, that for the abuſe of the Sa- 
crament many did {icepe , that is, 
they were ſmitten with' tempora- 
cd, yet inall this they were 
but chaſtened of GOD, that thcy 
might not be condemned with the 
World. Yet] other things , 
becauſe ſmall is the number that 
feare him. Thus hauivg ſignified 
my mindat large, I delirethe Lords 
bleſſing ,-and y oy ponde- 
ring of theſe things, for in _ 


de 
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ſtandeth your euerlaſti ce. 
And thus PE "own 
loue to you and your wife,[ doe be- 
take you to the fatherly protection 
of my God. Farewell, this 11. of 
September. 


Your louing friend, 
Pal Bayne. 


O OD <Aiftris P, when I 

thinke how I might ſhew 
you ſome dutie of loue,, I find no 
fitter way then by writing vnto 
you and inſtructing you :concer- 
ning your duty to God wnder 
this his = hand , and his graci- 
ous purpoſe to you-ward in this 
his viſitation. A letter will dwell 
by you and talke with you, ſo of- 
ten as you reade itattentiuely , yea 
it will be _ whenſoeuer you 
are the fitteſt tor ſuch buſineſle , 
which conueniency my comming 
to viſit you , can not alwayes at- 
taine, To ſpeake to the firſt point; 
| When 
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When Gods hand 1s vpon vs; we 
2re ſiabiectto two extremes ; the 
- one 18,hottruely tolay to heart the 
hand vpon vs : *the other is, to 
droope and be'too much diſmayed | 
vnder it. D 
Now we muſt walke betweene 
theſe, truely humbling our ſclucs | 
vnder it 3 yet as who haue hope in | 
the faithfull mercics of our GOD, 
and therefore taint not. Now the 
 diucll,who laboureth ſtill to turne 
vs out of the way, will ſecretly 
worke with your heart, to ward 
'-off the ſmart cf this blow by im- 
- pertinent meenes ,'{0 that it ſhall 
' not comeKindly to. pricke you vn- 
torepentance. To this end he will 
ſuggeſt , that you ſhall weare-this 
matter off well enough , hold you 
toſuch and ſuch things, that one is 
. prouided for, your care is ſo much 
leflened/,, that you have many be- 
hinde ' yet. Sometime you ſhall 
find your. ſelfe inclined to nap, | 
as it were, in ſucha courſe as may | 
make ;you. forget forrow for the 
Pre- 
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preſent. If you find riot your heart 
Leiected and turned out of it ſelfe, 

as.it were, that it: may meer GOD 
in this his chaſtiſement;, then 
you muſtthinke,,.O L O RD, not 
to haue a heart, throughly caſt 
downe by 1o ſtrong a viſitation, 

this 1s a grea ter plagn ague then the 
plague it elk If ſtrong phiſicke 
be giuen ys, andit worke not with 
m doh jſon vs : O what ſhall 
I thinke if my heart bee not ta- 
ken downe, and throughly emp- 
tyed, with this ſo ſtrong a a potion, 

which thou in thy _ OMNC _ 


preſcribe vnto me: A 


pour ſelfe, Whatdothany Jap; £y 

y playing thide-bare, or Arr vp 
the hand, when I corre& it? Often, 
as much more -as it might hauc 


ſcaped with: ſo Lord,if I doebeare 


off thy blow inthis manner, I ſhall 


but force thee to double my Cor. 
retion..If a-Parent ſee lis ficke 
childe, not the better for one me- 
dicine, he will ſecke forth and get 
him another : ſo if J take not thy 


worke 


| | 
| 
it 
j 
i 


Y _ Par > th 


- -. 


— 
—_ =, 
o - > __ 
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worke ſoto heart as is meet,I ſhall 
enforce thee to ſend me more and 
more grieuous things (if-it may 


be) of this nature: -Looking vp to | 


the Lord Icfts;, in fuch like 
thoughts, will be.a good preſeruati- 
on = this ſecret Folly and 
Hardnefle of Heart,which diſ-ina- 
bleth vs duelyto waigh the Lords 
rebuke:and be.caſt downe vnder it. 
Now if the Dmell ſeethet you are 
inclineable to griefe, then he will 
turne hiscourſe to the other hand, 
and will labour cuen todrench you 
in ſorrow and make 'you walke 
hopeleſle, and to faint vnder it. -To 
thisend he will hide fro your ey 
the remembrance of- ſach thi 
heretofore in which you miof 

take comfort, yea keepe you from 
taſting the mercy of , with 
which his affli&ting hand is inter- 
meddled. Secondly he wilt _ 
fie before you the pteſent hand of 


God,and all old matters which may | 


ſerue for circumſtances that make 
it more grieuous. Forexample,he 
will 
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will whiſper: whoſe ſtate 1s like 
thine; the pooreſt ,*- now you mult 
pray ahd paythem ,- and they will 
not bee gotten: the boothe inthe 
garden that was wont to be: the 
# place of your ſolace, hows it be- 
come _—_ of ſeparation for thi. 

, 1t.may be? 'eucry mouth 
filled with this, The phrgwe 18 ar Mi- 


7 #4 P. the ſeruant that ſhould caſe 


'0u,being a grieuous.burdcn.. fad 
erc_he will preſſe fore all your 
weaknefle: in your gouernment 0- 
ver your: children , which many 
make this ſtroke of God (among 
them)more deepely affe& you. Fi- 
nally will he ay, Doe nor you fee 
| what. comfort commerh.to you ? 
Thirdly,he will hide fronvyour etes 
all the —_ of iflue, . which'God 1s 
us faithfull to giue in aue ſea- 

on. | 
Now if you diſcerne that the 
matter .on thisſide , then 
you muſtthas prenent your faint- 
ing,ſay with your-ſelft; —— 
not 


ſhould it be thus with me? d 
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not my.child rake. bitter or ſweet 
which I'giue it., \and>ſhall not I 
take this! cuppe from thy hand? 
Shall I take good , in good worth 
from thee,and not enill? 'Art thou 
not' as mercifull-1nprouiding-vs 
Bhyſicke for vurfoules health , as 
incall rhy-. other | daily :benefits ? 
Meat 4s more. necefiary than me- 
dicine,in the-ſcaſon of 1t; and what 
arethecſe cuilsthouſendeſt,but phy- 
ſicke of our ſoule&heairh;? For rhe 
good of our bodies we-take things 
againſt which our: ſtomach 'riſcth, 
our fleſb i ſhdinketh as we take 
them, and welabour to keep them 
their tiume.: © Lord, when thou 
miniſtreſt:itor- our ſoules good , 
yea,our bodtes, eſtates, and poſte« 
rities after. vs, . ſhallwe not be as 
willing both to recetueand reraine 
in thought,thy courſes tothis pur-- 
poſe , I meane which tend to our 
ſpirituall : good > Secondly ;. you 
muſt not dwelt in, but tarne:your 
age from ſich particular. cir- 
aces as do a yous 
t0 OOK® 
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looking bath at things paſt ; -pre- 
ſent, and to come, which-may mi- 
niſter.comfort vnto you. - When 
we haue a bitter potion to drink, 
we doc not. (if we be more auerſe 
from medicine ). talte enery drop 
at the tougues' end, but turne it 
in by great , and we.thruft in-ſome: 
Roſate or Stan Chrifts after it :. 
and we think ypon the after-bcalth: 
of our body, to which it worketh, 
and thus we get it downe, though 
otherwiſe: we hane no:mund to 1t. 
The Lord giue vs this wifſedome 
for our ſoules , -that we may not 
J dwell roo much in exact ſcanning 
8 ſuchparticulars, by whichthede- 
will ſeeketh tro winnow our belief, 
that we may remember his ſweet 
mercies, and thinke of our ſoules 
health, which God worketh by 
them. Now whatſoeucr'things are 
obieted, ſuch as are true maſt be 
granted , but ſo , that hope be not 
therefore weakened, in this wile; 
Lord, it is true , that I haue,many 


waies prouoked thine anger , but 
| thou 


Chriſtian Letters. 
thouart a God that wilt not keepe 
anger for cuer , thou wilt not haue 
man fo -nouriſh diſpleaſure in ' 
himſelfe, that the Sunne ſhould 
goe downe 1n his wrath, how much 
lefle wilt thou be irreconcileablc? 
Ono,thou art asquicke in forgiuc- 
nefſe toa contrite heart, as flow to 
concciue a wrath againſt ys, of 
which we hane good experience 
dayly. And Lord , 1tistrue , thy 

1s extraordinary and many 
waics heauy vpon me, but I haue 
learned that I muſt not chuſe my 
owne rod , with which I will be 
beaten,but leauc thatto my Fathers 
wiſedome.Againe,I know that my 
neede doth require it all , we are 
made heauy-, whcn need is, with 
ſundry tentations , faith Peter. A 
wiſe Phiſician wil not giuea ſtrong 
thing, wherealenitiue and gentle 
matter 1s enough, much lefle woul- 
deſt thou. And I further confeſl, | 
that I may be 1uſtly vpbraided, 
with-my Gemer wants,but Lord,l 


belecue there 1s mercy with thee, 
reas 
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reaching to forgiuenefle, thatthou 
mayelſt be, feared 5 and thatthis1s 
thy chiefe glory, there is none like 
to thee inforgiueneſle,in pailing by 
the finnes of rhy people. O Lord, 
what neede 1 thy grace and mercy, 
if 1 were nut 1n my ſeife 1l}-deier- 
uing,and miſcrable / and though I 
fecie not the comfort 1 deſire, yet 
I doe belecne thy mercy no |cſle 
in Chriſt:a Father doth not greatly 
pitty his child, when he feerh him 
ſicke of Phyſicke newly taken; for 
he knoweth , that it it ſhould not 
worke with him,it would doc him 
no good , and he knoweththat his 
child ſhall be well enough , when 
the working is ouer. Sodoſtthcn, 
Lord ; which maketh thee hide 
when we are troubled, and not 
much mone, becaute thou fſecit 
there is no hurt toward vs,though 
we ſecme to fecle the contrary , 
though it might ſeeme we thall ne- 
ver haue day againe. Now then both 
the by-waies being difcoucred , 1t 
will be more ecaſie to inforime you, 
D CON- 
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concerning the right way inwhich 
you muſt walke,that you may come 
fafe forth of theſe troubles. Tfyor | 
aske how you are to. walke , that 
you may haue happy iſlue? anſwer 
in few words, {o that you ioyne 
with repentance hope towards 
God, that he wil healetheſe things 
and lone you freely. Firſt, beenot 
affraide to remember ſinnes paſt, 
God will make triacles of theſe vi- 
pers. Here if you haue bin ſubie& 
to great vnfiuitfulneſſe, Iament nt; 
for we, the more we beſtow on 


our grounds, looke to reape the 
more from them ; Ifto diſtruſt in 
your heanenly Fathers care oucr 
you , if ynto too much ncereneſle, 
which is often a daughter of di- 
ſtruſt,ifto quickneſlc, if to any in- 
—_— for the ſpirit of man knows- 


eth what is in man)recount it with 
your heart, iudge your ſelfe wor- 
a to be cut off for ſuch waycs 
wherein yon haue ſwerned, if 
God ſhould deale in iuſtice , and 
not in mercy. Secondly, ſtrike a 

new 
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new couenant with God for the 
time to come , that through his 
grace, you will hane care moreand 
more to mortifie euery cuill way, 
and to be fruitfull in eucry good 
worke.Looke Ezra, the 10. C ap. 

e 


$ 2.3. Thirdly,youmuſt looke tot 
& Lord,as who onely muſt heate you, 


hoping in his mercy;He is the hea- 


L ling God ; He thatlayeth the rod 


on,murſt take it off ; and if a dedter 
will be forth of danger , he muſt 
compound with his creditor, who 
onely can free him from feare of ar- 
reſt. And here you haue great cauſe 
towatch ouer your heart,thatin vſe 
of meanes it be not withdrawne 
from the liuing God. We are ſuch 
creeples that we can hardly rcach a 
Crutch into our hands,but that we 
will walke alſo leaning vpon 1t. 
Now God onely is your life and 
_ of your dayes , theſe things 
without him , will ſtand vs inno 
ſtead, it is not the Apothecaries 
drugge,but the vſe of it, which the 
arte ofthe Phyſician teacheth, that 

D 2 hea- 


Chriftuan Letters. 


healeth a diſeaſe. So much more 
may we ſay, it 1s not the creature, 
but the Lords vie, and application 
of it to this or that purpoſe,which 
ſtandeth vs in ſtead. Yea I would 
with you not to meddle much with 
things of this intention, leſt while 
you preuent the plague ( which it 
may be God will neuer let come F 
nigher your perſon) leſt I ſay while | 
you doethis, you caſt your ſelfe in- 
tothe burning Feuer , or ſome di- 
ſtemper of that nature. Now when 
you tinde your ſclfe vnable to doe 
theſe things, you mult, gricuing at 
your wants, looke vnto Chriſt, 
who doth giue repentance and par- 
don of finto his 1ſracl, and who 1s 
boththe beginner and finiſher of 
their faith. Now to adde a word, 
concerning Gods intent, it 1seucr 
gracious to vs that arc his. W hen 
he frownethyhe is a father, no lefle, 
then when hc {mileth vpon vs. A 
man will beare much when he ſpi- 
cth this;that it commeth from loue 
it ſelfe , and from loue pooead 
de 


Chriſtian Letters. 
deth euery courſe, hepaſſeth vpon 
vs, as well this of aduerſity, asthe 
other of protperity. Whom he 1o- 
ueth hechaſtenerh, faith the Scrip- 
ture. If we marke what God doth 
by them, 1t is more apparant : for 
he fitteth-vs by ſuffering a while, 
to reutue all good things , both of 


£8 this life, and that to come. What 
lc} dotha-Chriſtian heart deſire? That 
1-Þ it could belecue on God,gining glo- 
i-W rytohis Word , thatit had more 


ſtrength of grace, that it might feele 
a decay of finne , and be preſerued 
from falling into it ; that it might 
grow vp In acquaintance with 
God, 2nd come to taſte his loue, 
more and more , which 1s better 
than life. Now theſe things God 
worketh by afflitions. For heta- 
keth one,and puttetn him paſt the 


en helpe of ail the creatures, to noo- 
lc, ther end, but that he might learne 
AR to belecue 'on God the Creatour, 
pl- who giucth life, 2.Cor.1. For ſuch 


1s the wickednes of our hearts,that 
they will never make out to pur- 
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poſe vnto God, while they haue a- 
x Sau helpes, in which they 
inketo find ſuccour. 

True itis, we feele faith rather 
weaker for the time , bur ſhaking 
the Torch, which for the preſent 
ſeemeth to put it out , doth, make 
it blaze ; Phiſicke , which for the | 
time weakens, doth tend to ſtreng- | 
then the body,the ſame may be ſaid 
in this.Sccondly,theſe through the 
worke of God , purge out our cor- 
ruption : asthe fire 15to drofle, fo 
are theſe to the remainders of ſinne 
in vs. True it is, we feele more {tir- 
ring of corruption ynder them 
ſometime for a while, than before: 
but as Phyſicke thenexpelleth faul- 

humours,whenit wprkcth vpon 
them , and maketh ys complaine, 
as feeling them more then when 
they were let alone, ſo doth Gods 
Phyſicke tothe ſoule: cuenit 15 dri- 
uing.our corruption then, when it 
makes vsfeele, and complaine of it 
more then euer. God by theſe doth 
make vs partakers of all yu=_ = 

oli- 
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holines. | We with that. we were 
abletodoethus and thus, byit when 
Gad doelrcome: td ys in this kind, 
then» he fiwxthereth thoſe defires : 
for as ſeed putteth forth, by means 
ofraine:, which ſeemestodrowne 
it:; ſo doth' the ſeed of God grow 
in vs, by-meants of; fach! troubles, 
which: one-:mighti thinke would 
onierwhelme: it: Theſe againe' are 
ſent to preuent>the- future break- 
ings fortli of our corrupt natures. 
For, 35;you gine- your. little -Qnes 
Cordyals now, nov that, they laue 
the ficknes;hut, thas you Akt 
themfromrakinginteftion: {9 doth 
God putthelſe cups intq our hands, 
not ſo'nuich for {une paſt , as for 
preuenting fine te come, 'Finally; 
we to acquaintance; and ig 
hike Gee loue; more gbandantly 
by theſe: aduenſity brecdeth pat- 
ence; patience, experience of Gods 
louing belpe'to-vs- in dueſeaſon : 
_—_—_— of thislone, hope ; and 
as 


oljers are neuer. greater friends, 
then after their fallings. gut: '{o-ir is 
\ D 
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with God and the faithfull ſoules: 
thus is-it with you. God dothnow 
prove you,thar he may in your lat- 
ter do you 06d (1 hope) throngh 
Teſirs' Chriſt :! for as men- will firſt 


trie, before they commit any great 
matter of rrut,-ſo doth God with 


vshe:dethcomeand trieour beht- | 


1Hoor;when he 18 willing to truft vs 
with his bleſſ ing,and with benefits 
both ſpiritual an and co rporal. Wher. 
fore look, good M. p. ich your $4- 
ajour at the et of the crofle ; that 
will {weetentho bitrernes of it. We 
rictter gfeatlyſticke at ſuch trouble, 
which wee know will pay welbat 
the parting. Thns ſhall theſe your 
troubles (waiting on Teſus' Chriſt 
the Lord )through whomallthings 
worke to your Yood.Þt maybegyou 
will thinkethisis true , -youconld 
belceue it; but rhat your ſexho fuch 
likelihood of mercy toward _ 
But this is as if you ſhould Ag 
would beleenc on'ChriſtziF T m 
ſee him, ahid put my fingers mi 
wounds;-noz; we —_ notbe 7 ho- 
maſes, 
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maſes,but.pray God to increaſe our 
faith , that we hopeagainlt hope, 
and belceuethar we ſce not, that ſo 
at length,we may ſcethe things we 
belecue.1,but you may thinke God 
commeth in anger againſt you: I 


anſiver, Gods anger 1s not without 


loue, when he dealeth with. his 
children; from louc it commeth, 
and it tendeth to your renewing of 


| loue. Againe, as I told you, he is a 
! God that will not Keepe anger, we 


looking to him in that Sonne 1n 
whom he is well pleaſed, If one of 
our children ſhould ſay tovs when - 
we arein{tly moued', Father, you 
meane mc no good, for you are an- 
gry; we would anſwer, Becauſe I 
meane thee good, therefore I am 
angrie. Looke to him thet hathſaid, 
Though I corre&. you, yet my loue 


| will I ncuer take from you. Wait 
vporr hitn, who though he make 


heauy,yet will returne and comfort 
in the multitude. of his mercies;, 
£x2.7.32.And the Author and Fi- 
niſher of our faith, helpe your bc- 
Ds. leckc - 
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leefe,and he that giueth-wiſedome 
without vpbraiding,g1ue you wiſe- 
dome to carry this preſent exerciſe 
of yonr patience to ys glory, and 
thee gre increaſe of . your after 
comfort. 


Eare e.3{adame, I haue beene 

long vnable to ſet pen to 
paper , which hath kept me from 
performing the beſt ojfice of loue 
that is within the compaſſe of my 
ability , but ſince your loue did 
get the {tart of mee by preuenting 
me with your kind remembrance; 
It hath beene a ſpurre further en- 
uiting me to this dutie., which 1 
had within my ſelfe voluntarily 
vowed. My mind is to aduertiſe 
you out of lone , of ſome diſeaſes 
which I feare grow vpon_your 
ſoule , and to. giue you occaſion 
through Gods efing , ofrenew- 
mg your repentance. vnto fſaluati- 
on. God cammandeth to. exhort 
one another , leſt our hearts bee 
-hardened through 'the deceitful. 
neſſe 
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neſlc of ſinne,and toconlider one a- 
nother, that wee may pronoke to 
louc. As this imboldeneth me, fo I 
am . encouraged, from hence not 


| .alitttle, that I know the patience 


of your care toadmonition, which 
more adorneth the. inward man, 
then. any care-ring of Gold . can 
grace the outward, . But ſhould: 

our L. take that with the left 

and,which I reachwiththe right, . 
this thould not_be a Swper/edeas to 
mee:, compelling . mee . to defitt 
from. performing: my. purpoſe ; 
for I account him a conetous flat- 
terer, which for the good of thoſe 
he oweth dutic to , will not ven- 
ture a- word ,- which may adven- 
zure -( for atime) the lofle of his 
fauour. Wherefore profefling 
before' God my loue to your L. 
Soule : and Name, and aſluring 
my ſelfe that he will be my all-fut- 
ficient reward , while I walke be- 
fore himin vprightnes , giue mee 
leane to tell you, what 1 haue along 
time: ſuſpected . The ny" 
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Cod teacheth all fich as taſte it, 
to line, ſhewing forth godlincs, 
ſobrictic,and 19{tice,tu this preſent 
cuill vyorld : and the vvay of the 
righteous ſhould be like the Sunne, 
vvhich ritinz more dimly., doth | 
till increaſe 1n the light and heate | 
of it, till it come at the higheſt. | 
Now my. feare is , leſt your godli- | 
nes, which hath beenſometime ve- 
ry-conſ{picious in you , be ſome» 
vy hatabared , le(t the _ - term- 
rancy, and equity , which you 
_— che -—__ o wy 
diminiſhed ; leſt ſomeſpice of the 
contrary breed about your ſoule , 
asa ſicke humour: vvhichthough 
it can not quite choake and extim- 
guiſh the lifeof grace,yet it hinde- 
reth that growth and thriuing of it 
vvhich tsto be vvithed. If ſhould 
feare beyond thar 1. haue grounc 
for, yet you areto cenſure itas a 
fruit ofloue, while it ſtirreth me vp 
toany good office about you ,: as 
Tobes feare about his children, is 
manifeſt to haue flowed:from his 
ſingular 
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fivgular loue., by the ſacrifice it 
mo.zd hmm ro otter in their be. 


t I haite.” But how inttly my. feare is 


conceiued , I vvill leaue it to your 
conſcience ro indge, vvhen 1 haue 
made harration of the particulars 
following.. What : (good Lord ) 
ſhould ſhew forth the: life and po- 
wer of your godlinef{e?is it not the 
carefull getting. of ſuch meanes as 
may further 1t 11 you and yours? is 
it not the reuerent and religious v- 
ſing 6f them? 1s it notthe.cleauing 
to thoſe more affeftionatly then 0- 
thers ; who are before others in 
godlines.?. If in yourcourſe theſe 
vvayes be conſidered , it vvillap- 
peare that euen.inthisregard there 
1s ſuch deteR as you muſt diligent. 
ly labour to ſupply. The meanes, 
next tothe pubhque, of promoting 
vodlines in youand your family, 1s 
the preſence: of one vyho is pru- - 
dent t6 know your eſtate,and faith - 
falltoaduertiſe accordingly... The 
flyingexerciſes of men that come : 
and goe, doth not ſetforward this 
plough,. 
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plough, like as the, conſtant pre- 
ſence, vvord, and example of one 
vvho knoweth you,and 1s knowne 
of you. Now,when you arc where 
publike meanes may bee had, ſuch 
as your ſelfe elteeme powertull ; 1s 
-not your L. mpreremiſlelyatfeted 
toward them, then becommeth a 
zealous. godly mihde ; yea, then 
ſometime you haue beene , when 
you vyould” frequent them dilt- 
gently , - thonglr:fixe times more 
remoued then now they are ? For 
though, vyhen: naturall. ſtrength 
fayleth, there may be an omiſſion 
of ſome outward meanes, vvith- 
out preiudicc of inward deuotion ; 
yet-God hath gmen: you ſo able 
a: habite of. bodie, ati your yeares, 
that: you can venture as farre, ci- 
ther for exchanging *ciuilt- cour- 
teſtes, or for refreſhing your ſelte 
with ſuch. contentments , as the 
Ciuill communion 'of friends doth 
affoord.:; For-the priuate meanic}, 
the conſtant reſidence: of 'onewho 
wught be as a priuate Seer to _ 
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and yours ;3 haue you proſecuted 
this, vvith that deuotion you 
ought 2 Then ſhould: not want of 
a Bed , have keprt' me this Win- 
ter from being with you ; - then 
could you nct,atter you had taſted 
my Dodrine ,. and fcene ( for my 


.mcaſurc) ſimplicitic, and inoffen- 


fucnefle in my conerfation, you 
could not ,( 1 fay ) vvith ſuch 0- 


uerturc haue remvited mee. To 


ſpeake ſparingly , I haue obſer- 9 
ued in you an affetion , ſuch as 
is in thoſe; vyho. cheapen , vvho. 
vvould haue the.thing , but for. 
coſt : contrarie to the Marchant 
ſpoken of in the Goſpel, vvho 
vvould ſell all ; rather then not 
carrie away his commoditic with 
him. : Wherefore, laying your-hand 
on.your heart, bethinke your ſelfe, 
vyhere is that due. affection , to 


the beſt meanes of building you 


vp in grace ; If this one thing 
vvere as much in your defire, as 
Dawds ; you vwvould not. reſt, till 
you ſay your. ſoule pollefied _ 

ne. 
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*the wiſe Marchant doth not onel 

account of the Pearle and Treaſure, 
but hee ſelleth all, to purchaſe the 
field in which the Treaſure is hid- 


den ; ſo highly hee reckoneth of 
U 


meeting with ſuch an one, who is 
asa Veſlell, in which his Chriſt is 
contained and conueyed vnto him. 
The violent recejue the Kingdome. 
The Lord keepe vs from following 
that which belongeth to his buſt- 
neſle, with a cold 1ndifferencie. It 
may be you thinke ; Why ? I am 
not deſtitute, I haue the Labours 
of many Chriſtian men, as they 
may be procured. To which I an- 
ſwere : It is not in bringing for- 
ward Chriſtians, as it is in rayſing 
other creatures. Change of Pa- 
ſtures will make fat Calues ; . but 
change of Preachers,neitherknow- 
img you, nor knowne of you, will 
neuer bring your ſoules to be well- 
liking ,” and take encreaſe- before 
God , as they ought : it will not 
helpe the Babes'growth , to ger-it 
a weekely change of Nurſes.  Be- 


: 


ſides, . 
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{ides,when ſtrangerscome,they ſee 
the faireſt piece,the out-ſide onely; 
and if (in ſome one )' they heare 
ſomcthing. not good , -yet beeing 
ſoone poſleſſed with that great and 
good: report of you and your Fa- 
mily;they rather count it a ſingular 
-exorbitancie, thai anything cuſto= 
marie} in! your feruants practice. 
"Hence it is ,- that they come and 
goc, ſometime giuing commenda- 
tions,feldome' touching the locall 
griefes,the ſoresof your houſehold. 

ee wilt not /haue one make vs a 
ſoo; who knoweth not firſt-rhe 
lengthof-our foot: And were wee: 
to vic: the Phyſician dayly , wee 
would not-#till commit our ſelues 
to new ones, who neuer had obſer- 
ued our bodies. If wee are tovſe 
counſell, wee keepe to ſuch who 
haue the beſt inſight into our caſes. 
So: in the Phyſicians of our ſoule, 
it is a great aduantage to hauc 
them to miniſter to vs , who by 
their conſtant obſcruationare belt 
acquaimied iyyith - our neceſities. 
MEER Where- 
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Wherefore execute your purpoſe, 
ſo long fince ſettled; mercie begin- 
neth at home : Wiil-you be better 
to many other Churches, then to 
the Church in your owne houſe ? 
But to leaue this Head, of getting 
the beſt meanes, and alittle ro con- 
ſider. the | manner' 'ob; viing fuch 
FMEAnes as: you Entoy + lineſkc 
\ſtandeth got in: bare hearing ; but 
an hearing like ' Corner, like the 
Bereans,in taking 'heede how wee 
heatc, that wce may. grow dy it. 
\That 1s trye Diuinitie,thar maketh 
the-Chriſtian'; notwhat wee. doe, 
but how wee doe 1ity,doth witnefſe 
to our ſoules, that:wee-are. ſound 
Chriſtians, Now good L.. 1 doea 
little ſuſpect, that you turned ouer 
theſe dutics in ſuch perfunRtoric 
ſort ere-while, as it to-heuerdone 
the worke how loeuicr; were 1uih- 
cient. I am afraid you finde not, 
after theſe exerciſes of hearing, 
that powerfull worke , in: mort1- 
fyingallſ{infull laſts and aberrations 


"ul 
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1n comforting ſpiritualtie , in m2- 
king you heauenly minded ; I feare 
you tinde not this erhcacie, which 
the Word hath where it is-duely 
mingled with beleefe. I haue ob- 
ſerued in your L. a rcadinefle to 


.heare alwayes, but not a proporti-- 
-onable care of chewing the Cud, 


of digefting and R——_ into: 
your foule,and practifing thethings 
you haue heard. This maketh the 
Word you haue heard, vaine ; and 
ncthing ſeene of it, in regard of a'- 
tcration, or augmentation cauſed 
by it, in him who is the hearer. 
And as they who' know not what 
It is to pray conſcionably, will call 
molt readily and freely be prayer; 
ſo many will call freely to heare, 


not that they feele ſpixituall hun- 


ger, but becauſe they conſider not 
what goeth to hearing conſ{ciona- 
bly, in regard .of preparation' be- 
fore , watching oner our ſclues in 
it, that wee may feele it fruitfull 
in vs. Againe, I haue ſecne you, 
in prayer , yvithout cane of any 
Extra- 
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extraordinarie vveakeneſſe riſe 
from knceling to fitting ; vvhich 
-Kinde of libertie doth not well {uit 
vvith' that - Religious reuerence , 
vvhich beſcemeth Gods ſeruants, 
vvhile they vrorſhip before him. 
Yea, I haue heard , that it hath 
beene talked 1n huuſes where your 
L. hath lodged , that my L. XN. 
vvould hane'-her man rcading a 
Chapter by her, and her ſelfe bee 
{omerime talking , ſometime ſmi- 
ling, yea, now and then chiding at 
the ſame time. I cannot” hide it 
from you, I heard itvvith griete ; 
and vyherher it be true or falſe;you 
hauc need to make vie of it, Deare 
Madame;take heed how you heare, 
looke to your fect; tothe affetious 
of your keart, when you come be- 
fore God. He will be ſanified in 
ſach as draw-neere vnto him, or he 
willdoe as he did to Aarons ſonnes, 
-he will glorifie himſelte in iudge- 
ments on them. One may heare, 
call others in to heare, giue com- 
mendations to the things and man- 
ncr* 
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ncr of ſpeaking, welcome the per- 
ſon, faſten a gift on him ; and yet 
in all this, bee deuoid of life and 
power of Religion, in hearing. 
Endeauvur to expell thoſe luſts, 
vvhich clogge and prefſe downe 
your foule-; then the milke of the 
Word vvill be pleaſant, and proti- 
table. To take ſuſtenance, vvhile 7 
the ſtomacke is ſurcharged vvith 
ſuperfluities,hurteth the bodice : ſo, 
till vve labour to emptie our ſelues 
of the luſts that hang abour vs, the 
benefit of the Word cannot be per- 
ceiued. And againe,when you haue 
heard, labour that you may profit 
by it , that you may feele all finfull 
luſts weakened,grace ſtrengthened, 
faith & knowledge encreafed, your 
practice bettered. Should any eate 
neuer ſo much, vnlefle he digeſt it, 
turne it to bloud , diſtribute 1t into 
the veines, &c. vyhat is the bodie 
the better for that vvhich it recet- 
ned ? For the third cuidence of a 
godly heart, to vvit, the cleauing 
more affetionately to thoſe vvho 
are 
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are more godly., then others ; I 
would there were no defe& in this 
regard. I haue obſerned, that you 
can equally. impart your fauours. 
If any haue points of fſeruice, and 
can apply themſclues to your hu- 
mour, though they haue {mall ac- 
quaintance with God, they {hall be 
countenanced. This maketh your 
family Linſie-woolfie , confirmerh 
the*haunts of ſome in their carc- 
lefle courſe; this maketh thoſe that 
are good, more remifſe then they 
would be ; ſhould they finde from 
you greater encouragement. Da- 
#ids delight was in the Saints ; hee 
did purge his family of ſuchas were 
vnprofitable, and graceleſſe-: ſuch 
as laboured to pleaſe God in all 
things, not ſuch as could get the 
length of his foot, were precious 
in his eyes. Can a loyall Wife 
take pleaſure in ſuch men who are 
-obſcruant and oihcious about her, 
and bce deuoid of all reſpe& to- 
ward her Husband ? Are you be- 
trothed to your God, in Chriſt ; 
and 
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and can you abide their ſeruice a- 
bont you, whoare carelefſe in dutie 
toward your Lord,with whom'you 
are contracted ? This ſheweth,that 
godlineſſe is much decayed, yea, 
that God 1s put downe , and: our 
ſclues ſet vp as God,, in our owne- 
hearts ; when we can like of men, 
not as we ſee. them incerely ſerue 
himgburas their behaniour is more 
cr lefle pleafing and contentfull to 
eur ſees. ' But to leaue this firſt 
point, (in which, deſire of your 
good hath made me more prolixe 
then I intended) and to come to 
the' ipractice .of ſobrietie , which 
the grace of God teacheth vs who 
have truely tafted it ; euen as a 
man who hath tooke in the taſte 
of the beſt creatures, cannot forth- 
with feed on that which is meane, 
courſe,and no way to be compared 
toit ; ſoa Chriſtian, who hath ta- 
ſted the goodnes of his God,which 
is better then life, cannot affe, as 
fometime before he did , theſe ſen- 
ſuall delights, which carnal _ 
who 
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vyho know no better ( like as 
Swine doc {will follow yvith grec- 
dincſſe.Now I feare me heere ailo, 
leſt thoſc ſpirituall fweetneſles be. 
ing ſomewhat <clipſed , intempc- 
rate cheri{l.ing the body and carcs 
of the vvorld,(partly through ſuits | 
you hauc tiaucried, partly through 
kind ſupports of many ) doc ſicale | 
vpon you and yvin ground more 
than they hauc done hereto.ore. 1 
Know God doth keep your L. from F 
exccſliue curioſity,from open glut- 
tony, fromdrunkennefle, but as 1n- 
uſtice is not onely in valawfull 
ſtealth, but incouetous following a 
lawfull calling: So intemperancy is 
not onely in theſe outrages cxprel- 
ſed , vvhich are openly vnlawfull, 
but alſo in the lefle holy temperate 
and reucrent vie of our ravwfall li- 
berties and repaſts, in eating and 
drinking vve muſt labour to.teele F 
our thankfulnes renewed as the at- 
fects of our heauenly fathers pro- | 
uidenceare renewed; :vve mult la- | 


bourto be heauenly minded, feeling 
the 


as 
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the gracious preſence of God with 
our ſpirits at our ſweeteſt feaſts : jt 
isa ſpot, when-we feare not in:our 
feaſts, as who are conſcious of the 
ſnare that 1s 1n euery creature, and 
our owne weakenefle, Finally, we 
cate intemperately,when we keepe 
not power ouer our owne appetite; 
when we put not our kniues to our 
throats, vpon feeling any inordina- 
rie mouing in vs towards this or 
that :; like as Damid did, vvho fa- 
crificed the Waters which hee had 
ſo importunately deſired. Happie 
are they who finne not in lawtull 
things, in cating, drinking, buil- 
ding, &c. A Ship may miſcarrie, 5 
not onely by hard Rockes, but by 
ſoft Sands ; vyhich though they 
are not ſo violent, yet they are no 
[eſſe dangerous. To feede ,often 
liberally , not refraining any thing 
to which ones appetite leaderh, to 


| be gratifying the ſtomacke, now 
with one thing,now with another, 


alas, what doth it ? It diſtempe- 
reth the fleſh with luſt , it doth 
E make 
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make the very foule fleſhlyaffefcd, 
41t indiſpoſeth vs to thoſe exerciſes 
which are performed by the.mind, 
1t maketh vs fit to be kindled with 
wrath,or any ſuch like paſſion. Fi- 
nally, it takerh vp the.minde with 
thought, what it ſhall next be ſer- | 
ued with in this kinde. Wherefore, ] 
deare Madame,it any ſpirit of hu- | 
mane frailtie hath clouen to you | 
this way, remember you are a'tra- 
-neller, neerer your iourneyes end, 
than when you firlt belecued. Gird 
VP your loynes,tucke vp this traine 
of luſting , which will make you 
vnfit to take one ſtep this way, 
without hinderance. The houres 

ow on , wherein theſe things 
will yeeld no delight ; wee muſt 
weane our ſelues in time, that our 
laſt weaning may not ſeeme too 
bitter and gricuous to vs. If wee f 
diſhonour God, by vnwcaned vſe 
of theſe things, the Lord will pay þ 
vs home m our owne coyne, and || 
ſcourge vs by that ſelfe-ſame in- 
remperate practice, by which hee 
was 


Chriſtian Letters, 
was diſhonoured in vs. How ma- 
ny hugge themſclues to death, and 
by powring on too much Oyle,- 
quite put forth the Light of Lite 2. 
I am no Phyſician for your bodie, 
yet I doubt not , but the ſtriuing 
with your ſelfe, to vie your law- 


full Liberties and Repaſts more 
holily,temperately,and reuerently, 


(let him that is holy , bee more 
holy ) will be very beneficiall to 
your body. For feeding the ſtv-e. 
macke full, ſoas ſuperfluities are 
engendred , this breedeth the mat- 
ter of the Stone , and augmenterh 
it where it is bred, warming the 
ſtomacke now with one thing,now 
with another, this doth beget and 
encreaſe the heat , which taketh 
the matter fore-named into this 
forme., in which it is voyded. 
Concerning that laſt matter, which 
all muſt practiſe , who know the 


Grace of God in truth, viz. In- 


{tice ; euen in this I haue ſome 
feares, which I cannot conceale : 
and to ſpare what I haue heard 
E 2 re- 
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reported,as the talke of ſome, tha: 
your L. ſetteth vp Leures, your 
debts vndiſcharged ( for it is my 
meaning todeale onely in ſuch mat- 
ters which my ſelte in ſome ſort 
haue obſerued.) To ſpare this 
therefore, my feare is, that you 
ſhew not that equitie towards all 
vnder you,that you ought. It plea- 
ſed God to beſtow the child of a 
moſt reuerend man, NN. N. with 
you,whom you haue not entreated 
well , but prouoked and grieued 
rather with exceſſiue ſeucritic and 
contempt , than . encouraged , by 
ſhewingany morherly affection and 
honour , ſuch as a. Chriſtian Ladie 
cannot but know her ſelfe to owe 
to the leaſt of ber handmaids. The 
note I tooke of this in my minde, 
made me firſt vie that Phraſe in 
Prayer, That God would guide vs, 
who. gouerne , to carry our ſelues 
with ſuch moderation,as beſeemeth 


them who know, that euen them- | 


{clues haue a Maſter in Heauen. A- 
las, whom doth your anger purſue ? 
A 


i 


$ 
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A fatherlefſe Childe ; vvho out of 
conſcience doth humble her ſclfc 
vnder you. Many weake perſons 
are ſicke of an euill ſicknefle; they 
will make boldeſt to offer all hard 
meaſure to ſuch whom they know 
moſt innocent and harmelefſe ; not 
caring what they doe to ſuch, be- 
cauſe they thinke they doe it tafe- 
ly,and ſhail heare nothing but good 
after it. Whereas the fame per- 
ſons will be often very equall to 
thoſe who are of worſe diſpoliti- : 
on, and take ſuch freedome 1n fin- 
ning, that they will nor fpare for 
any meanes, which themſelues or 
their triends can vie , to: cry quit 
with ſuch as ſhall pronoke them. 
The Lord keepe vs from this wic- 


kednefle. Watch ouer your ſelfe a- 
gainſt this paſſion. It vnfitteth you 


tor prayer: It isnot ſo light a thing 
in ating, as heauie when the Con- 
{cience calleth to reckoning ; to 
wound the ſoule with words, and 
by immoderate diſpleaſure to make 
the life of the Orphant heaute ; to 
E 3 make 
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make the heart of a Widow fad ; 
(for ſhee is a Marble , a- Mother 
who grieucth not: in the Childes 
gricuance) to ſhew diſhonour, not 
onely to the liuing, but to the dead 
alſo,ſo necre and deare tothe Lord; 
I tell you, theſe are great things, 
if ya lovke not on them through 
the falſe glafle of diſtemperare pa(- 
fion. As God hath bid them ho- 
nour you, ſo hee hath tyed you to 
honour them, and be rather a Mo- 
ther , than Lady and Mitſtrefle to 
them. For this cauſe,the Lord doth 

comprize Couecrnours vnder the 
name of Fathers,and Mothers , to 
put them in minde of doing dutie 
to inferiors, as well as recctuing 
ſeruice fromthem. God hath com- 
manded vs, that our brother be not 
vile in our cyes, that wee pronoke 
them not, that we ſhewall equitie, 
not ruling ouer them with a ſtrict 

hand as Egypr did ouer 1/rael ; that 
wee follow Jeb, in letting them ex- 
poſtulatc reuerently with vs, when 


they finde grieuance; and not = 
ike 
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like Naba! , who was ſo vile, none. 
might ſpcake a word in his eare, 


> whichdid not humor him. At our 
- command, our {eruants thinke not 


much to doe ſeruices cuen about 


* our Horſes heeles: ſhall we thinke 


' much, at Gods command, to per- 


forme thoſe moſt equall offices to- 


' ward thoſe whom God hath pur 


vnder vs,who are ſonnes & daugh- 


' ters of God with vs ; Heires of 
| the ſelfe-ſame hope, to which wee 
| are called ? Should our Maſter in 


Heauen lowre on vs, and contend 


with vs on euery occaſion ; could 
wee ſtand before it ? Let vs not be 


! ſoſcuereand irefull, who ſtand fo 
| much inneed of mercie and indul- 


gence. Wherefore, to cloze my ad- 


 uertiſement, doe-not onely leaue 
| thoſe things, but judge your ſelfe, 


' for whatſocuer frailtic hatheſcaped 


you this way, and returne againe to 
the Oath and Couenant , renewing 
your Vow before the Lord. Doe 
not reaſon. in your heart, Why doe 
I not thus, and thus ? Dork ace 
E 4 God 
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God allow vs lawfull Liberties ? 
Why? mee rthinkes our Miniſter 
might' gine mee leaue vvith my 
Maydes ? Should I a little vvrong 
them , cannot I make all vyhole 
vvith ſome benefit vnexpeRted ? 
Where hath he learned to bekreue 
reports,not hauing heard anything 
trom.my mouth? , Theſe are but 
luggeſtions of Satan, to make you 
fall out with medicinable counſel!, 
by which your ſoule ſhould be hea- 
led. You doe many good things : 
But God wyl, not, for any good 
othces, ſee any euill in which wee 
walke,ſo as not todiflike it. Looke 
his Epiſtles to the Churches. A- 
-gaine,vvhy ſhould a fewdecad Flir's 
Aamarre. a Boxe of precious Oynt- 
ments ?:' God doth allow vs law- 
full Libertics , prouided; that wee 
vie them lawfully , practiſing ho- 
linefle, religious feare, and tempe- 
rancie in the midſt of them. I may 
not hate you 1o, as to let your {oule 
ſinne towards a feruant ;- and wee 
are to teach your L. as well how 
to 


/ 
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to gouerne,, as your ſeruants how 
to obey 1n the Lord. And you may 
doe that , you cannot heale ; you 
may impayre naturall indowments 
of mindc , by ſuch courſes , morc 
than you can recompence by any 
Largefſe of your liberalitie ; for 
intending future good , vvill not 
make that vvell done , vvhich for 
the preſent is euill. For my felte, 
| vvrite nothing , but by vvay of 
Chriſtian feare, I haue arguments 
too many, to make mee belcene 1n 
part, vvhat-cuer things I pro- 
pound vnto you. Turne from theſe 
thoughts, as you would from the 
Deuill himſelfe ; they are onely 
prompted , that they may keepe 
your heart from repentance. Delay 
not, while God ſendeth you a me1- 
ſenger, and knocketh ; for if you 
will not heare this gentle voyce, 
you know not inwhat kind he will 
ſpeake the next. Beſide, hee that 4 
delayeth to ſet a bone out of 1oynt, 
doth but donble his ſtnarr , when 
it15 to bee handled, and reitored. 
8-4 Nor 
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Not to mention that he that retur. 
neth not intothe way,inſucha par- 
tie that which is halting, is ſubie& 
to goe quite forth of it. It may be 
you doe not feele your conſcience 
greatly checking. you in theſe 
things. I am the ſorrier if you 
ſhould not; but 2fadame,remember 
whether it hath not. checked you, 
and whether by not hearing Gods 
Spirit,you haue not ſogricued him, 
that he keepeth ſilence. But howſo- 
eucr, the Conſcience is like a loo- 
King glaſie,which while it lyeth all 
couered with duſt , ſheweth not 
ſmall matters,but when it is wiped, 
the it maketh the lcaſt thing appa- 
rant.So the Conſcience beeclouded 
with paſſion of luſt,cuſtome,exam- 
ples, &c. diſcouereth not man 
things when it is awaked,and thoſe 
miſtes diſpelled , it preſenteth as 
rieuous fins,the things which we 
fore made light account of. It is 
one thing not to haue an: accuſing 
Conſcience, another thing to hane 


a cleare Conſcience, A man may 
haue 
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haue the Stone, who feeleth no Fir 
of it : A man may haue, in ſome 
regard, an euill Conſcience , who 
feeleth, for the time, no Fit of ac- 
cuiation- in it. Wherefore, deare 
Lady , be wiſe : God hath taken 
the yoake from your necke,truſted 
you with libertie,giuen you a Sum- 
mer, to prouide againſt Winter ; 
() make vp - ſoundly your peace 
with God. - Conſider . your infr- 
mitics,in time of temptation, eſca- 
ped : Confider theſe, lithence your 
delincrance ;. iudge: them in your 
ſelte : fiye to Chriſt, not onely as 
made of God , your tuſtifier from 
the guilrof ſinne,bur your ſanRifer 
from the blot, of it. Pray bimear- 
ne{tly, ro ſaue you from the dayly 
power of theſeeuils, which ſill you 
find to haue dwelling in-you. You 
ha:1e need,like the Ant,to gather in 
the Summer,whe God truſteth-you 
with health and libertie;the ma 
becauſe God holdeth a ſtinging Rod 
ouer you, the Laſh whereoE,F.ould 
it. light on a Conſcience naked , 
| ſtrip-- 
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-_ of his fanour, would ſceme 
vnſupportable. Thinke with. your 
ſelfe, what ioy you can take, when 
God hall viſit you, if your Conſct- 
ence ſhall tell you, that you haue 
had good purpoſes , but neglected 
to execute them ; that you hauc 
drawne neare toGod, but without 
due care to ſantifie him in your 
ſpirit, in his ordinances, and profit 
by them: That you hauenot aduan- 
ced his glory in your family as you 
ought;that you haue borne too Leh 
tle a hand ouer the luſts of your 
heart , fauouring your ſelfe too 
much inthem: that you haue in an- 
gertoo'much —_—_ , and made 
them. feele . it moſt , whoin- you 
ſhould moſt haue rendred. Thinke 
I fay , what comfort you can haue 
in ſuch things remembled. Bur if 
you willawaken your ſelfe , indge 
your ſoule,. hold Chriſttogiue you 
ſtrength againſt thoſe and all other 
corruptions;then ſhall light ariſc in 
darknes,youſhal find it true,though 
torthe preſent you feele a _ 
TNart 
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that light 1s ſowne-for therighte. 
o1s,thougheulscome:God will be 
your ſhaddow at _ right hand, 
to refreſh you in them, peace thall 


- * dwell with yourn lite and-death , 


which I with your Ladyſhip in Je- 
its Chri8t., It I feeme to your L. to 
ve greater freedome in dealing 
with you, the perſwaſion I haue ot 
your ſincerity and ſoundneſſe im- 
holdneth me thereto ;- ſound fleſh 
tccleth no griefe, when we handle 
it ſomcwhat hardly ; but it is a 
{19ne an viceris bred inthat fleſh, 
which may not indure in any ſort 
to bee touched. Neuertheleſſe I 

thanke God; I haue vied to my 
knowledge , no liberty and plain- 
nefſe to which fidelity doth not,in- 
torce me. 

Thus crauing your- IL. to take 
theſe things down deeply, though 
they ſhould make ſick forthe time, 
ſeeing that they aime at nothing 
but your ſpiritual health,and pray- 
ingthe Lord for you, who blefſeth 
all Phyſficke , both corporall and 
ſpirituall, 
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# ſpirituall,and health by it, I takemy 


leaue. 


Ouing Brother , wee doe -re- 
member you and my Siſter, and 

are. truely. affected toward you, 
though my diſtractions , imploy- 
ment, and 1 know not what 1ndiſ- 
poſition (which I dare not euery 
way auow) doe cauſe me to write 
more rarely. Now I candeferre no 
longer from lignifying our remem- 
brance , . and aduertiſing you how 
things goe with vs,leſt you ſhould 
challenge me hereafter , asnot in- 
formed. My moſt Chriſtian Wife 
(your Siſter) hath ſince - Eaſter laſt 
beenevery ill, and hath notplea- 
ſed God to bleſle any means which 
ſhe hath atrempted here or elſc- 
where. Since our laſt parting with 
ou, ſhe continued till within this 
ortnight,crazy,but not feeling any 
violent working of our infirnuries: 
but now oflate, and eſpecially this 
weeke, her ſtrength is more then 
ordinarily enfeebled , that I feare 
(reſer- 


| 


Chriſtian Letters. 


(reſcruing to God whatſoere cour- 
{cs make with his glory ) you ſhall 
not long enioy ſuch a ſiſter , nor I 
ſuch a wife, of whom I am vawor- 
thy. Which I ſuggeſt for two rea- 
ſons. The one, that you might re. 
member her eſtate more feruently 
then otherwiſe , againe , that you 
might ſcaſonably reſort to herifir 
will any whit increaſe your con- 
tentment, as it ſhall begladſome to 
vs whenſocuer, to intoy your pre- 
ſence. The Lord teach vs tonum- 
ber our dayes , that we may apply 
our hearts vnto wiſedome , and 
the Lord giue vs vnderſtanding, 
which may make our hearts bec as 
well pleafed inthe houſe of: mour- 
ning, asthe foolesare inthe houſe 
of carnall rejoycing. Brother, our 
term laſteth not alwaies, the Lord 
make vs wiſe to know the accep- 
table rime, and whule it 1scalled to 
day , not to be hardened through 
the deceitfulnefſe of finne ,. .but 
to turne to him, and for a fare- 
well, when you ſee how your cli- 
Ents 
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cnts waite at your chamber dores, 
ſeeking to gaine earthly inheritan- 
ces, how much more ſhould wee 
waite at the dore of wiſedomes 
houſe, which will giue vs ancuer- 
laſting inheritance? Reade the $, 
of the Proxerbes, the end of the 
Chapter , where the Lord ſeem- 
eth to make this alluſion: I will 
tell you, if we that arc the Lords, 
come to be fifted,vve ſhall be more 
diligent this way. Counſell is not 
cared for (as you know well) till 
ſome flaw be found in eutdences: 
whenoncethere groweth queſtion, 
then the learned Counſellor grow- 
eth in requeſt: ſo becauſe our con- 
{cience maketh no queſtion of that 
greateſtate in the hcauens,therforc 
we vvait not on Gods mouth daily, 
both in viing meanes publike and 
priuate with diligence. Thus your 
Siſter. and I doe remember our 
ſeluesvntoyou , and my Siſter,(to 
whom you may-commend vs) and 
take our leaucs abruptly. 


Lowng 


} 
; 
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Ouing Coufin, I would bee 
glad to heare how God doth 
carry on your weake frame , but 
this 15a thing,whichthough I may 
wiſh eaſily , yet I cannot ſo eaſily 
effect it. If weakenes grow on 
you, it muſt comfort you, that 
your priſon 1s not ſtrong _ 
to hold your ſoule long 1mpriſo- 
ned. How vvelcome 1s the euc- 
ning,to the yveary labourer? So to 
vs thould bce the ſhade of death , 
in vvhichvve reſt from all our tra- 
uaile, If you finde paine , ſeeke 
for that faith vvhich may quench 
the fire , if it be good for you that” 
it ſhould be ſuddenly quenched , 
if otherwiſe, looke A om vvho 
hath promiſed in fire and vvater 
to be with vs,neuer to leaue vs,nor 
torſake vs. Thinke on his goodnes, 
vvho vvill haue finnefull men caſe 
ther enemies beaſts , vnder the 
burthen vvhich oppreſleth them. 
Looke finally to thoſe glorious 
loyes, to which theſe momenta- 


ric afRictions ſhall bring you. ' E- 
uen 


= . boy. 4 — - . - 
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uen as the waters fall downe , not 
able to abide 1n groundes that he 
high , ſo the ſenſe of theſe affi- 
ans gocth away from mindes, 
that are lifted vp in ſuch contem- 
plation. Aboue all things reioyce, 
that yet you ſhall ſhortly attaine 
your lone , your Lord , to whom 
your ſoule by faith hath beene 
long contrated. Shee ts a ſorric 
Spouſe, who cannot make a ſhift 
with an vneaſie horſe , while ſhee 
rideth to ſee the conſummation 
of her loue, with her betrothed 
Husband. Doth together with 
weakeneſſe and paine , pouerty 
in things ſpirituall , doth any de- 
ſertion moleſt you ? Know that 
this is but the wiſedome of our 
God ; who,as Phyſicians doe min- 
gle many things in the ſame po- 
tion, ſo doth intermeddle many 
matters in the ſame temptation, 
that it may bee more effc&tuall to 
his glory and our good. - Thinke 
with your ſelfe , a wiſe Phyſician 
wul not put in his preſcript a 
Dramme 
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Dramme too much; God will not 
exceed that quantity any whut 
which is fit for his patients. Hold 
you to the rocke and ſtand ſtill , 
the things are cloudes whichwill 
ride ouer you and go away:though 


- it benight , wee ſhall haue day a- 


gaine. Who is it that feareth the 
Lord ? If hee be in darkeneſſe 
without light , let him leane on 
the Lord his God. For concluſi- 
on , doth outward neceſſity, with 
her threatning , any thing diſturbe 
you? Looke to him who taughr 
S, Paulto want, who made him 
fay, he would doeallthings , while 
his Lord ſtrengthned him. Look 
tov him who circumciſeth hearts 
with circumciſion not made with 
handes , whocan make vs ſodeny 
our ſelues, that wee ſhall finde no 
—_ to follow him : Bee fo 

or nothing , but that hauing ſuc 
a Father , you ſhould bee earefull. 
Weſantiftie our heaucnly Father, 
when no vnbelecuing feare com- 
meth neere vs. You know the 
truth 
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truth of my lone toyou,and I know 
how eaſily I can (through Gods 
bleſſing)procure that which would 
refreſh you ſeaſonably. Wheretore 
if you ſhould not impart it to me 
timely, before the oyle and meale 
be quite ſpent , you thall negleR a 
good meane, which Gods prout- 
dence doth ſhew you, you ſhall be 
wanting to your owne comfort,you 
ſhall requite me with no ſmall vn- 
kindnefle. Thus with my louing fi. 
{ters commendations , I commit 
you to God, 


Yoursas his owne, 
Paul Bajre. 


Ood Sr. C. Were my ability 

and freedome from occaſions 
atrhis time'ſach as might be wi- 
ſhed,I would ſee youin perſon,and 
not viſit you by writing : . but loue 
muſt . be.content to creepe when 
{ſhe cannot goe at libertie as ſhce 
defireth.Sr,C. could I bethinke "wp 
0 


_ "— 
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of any cordiall , or other thing 
which were like toeaſe your ficke 
_— , {ſhould I not be a Traitor 
or euer infriendſhip,ifatthistime 
I ſhould hold my peace? Sois it, I 
could not beare(cuen inmy conſci- 
* ence)too much blame,. if thinking 
| of ſome things whichmay ſerue 
$ tothe good both of your body and 
| ſoule, I ſhould containe my ſelfe 
| and not impart them. Wherefore 
| good Sr. C. giue me leaue alittle 
| to commune with you now being 
vnder the hand of God : For c- 
uen Skilfull Phyſicians, whenthem- 
| ſcluesare viſited, will vſe the ad- 
| uice of their inferiours. You know 
| better then my ſelfe, that ordinar1- 
| ly in all afflitions God doth of- 
| fer himſelfe asa fatherto vs, cha- 
ſtening vs , that he may make vs 
4 of holinefle , yea cuen 
y death it ſelfe hee doth chaſten 
his, that they may not bee ind- 
with the vnrepentant world. 
hus I doubtnor but he doth with 
you. If then we are vnder o_ 
c 
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chaſtening hand, wee muſt firſt 
labour to take to heart our faults, 
for which our heauenly Father 
doth take vs in hand. Secondly, / 
wee mult ſceke his mercy in for. | 
gluing them , and remoouing the 
temporary correction , ſo farreas | 
may ſtand with his glory. Third- 
ly, wee muſt be carefull to ſecke 
the vie of them in all things fol- | 
lowing , if God ſhall thinke good | 
to raiſe vs, and truſt vs withlon- 
ger time in this preſentlife. You 
know that it is the part of a na- 
turall ingenious child to grieve 
for that, whercby he hath prouc- F 
ked his carthly parents ifples 
ſure, and ſhall it not be our dutics F 
much more toward our heaucnly ? 
Till we know and feele our ficknes | 
ſomewhat grieuous, we cannot at- 
fectionately ſeeke the Phyſician. 
We count him our friend, who 
warneth vs of ſomething growing 
on our bodies, which we could not 
diſcerne of our ſelues. Take itI be- 
{cech you as my beſt loue, if I => 
rre 


a 
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ferreto your conſiderations ſome 
things which I taketo haue beene 
the chicfe infirmities of your ſoule. 
All our hearts are by nature full of 
ſpirituall adultery,we loue the plea- 


' ſures and pompeof this world and 


let them carry away from God,our 
moſt liuely and rendereſt affeRi- 
ons. Now if a man of true ho- 
nour would challenge himſelfe , 
ſhould he be bur falſe in loue to his 
earthly aſſociate? How much more 
ſhould it gricue vs., who hauelet 
our hearts play falſe with our hea- 
uenly husband ? Againe, ſhould 
one Keepe their heart to their 


* Loue 1n ſome fort, but not care to 
' come into the vndefiled bed, in 
| which their moſt neere beneuo- 
| lence 1s mutually imparted ; were 
| It nota n—_ dilloyaltic in per- 
| ſons marrie 


one to the .other ? 
What then ſhall we thinke , who 
by profeſſion married to God , 
haue not cared for partaking in 
the miniſtery of his Word, which 
inthe Bridall Bed, wherein by his 
ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, he doth communicate with 
our ſoules his ſweeteſt fauours,and 


maketh them bee conceived with / 


fruit of righteouſneſle , to cuerla- 
ſting life. Abarah and Pharpa 
were as good watcrsas lordan: but 
it pleaſed not God in them to 
heale Naamans Leprofic , but in 
Tordan. It pleaſed God by the too- 
iſhnefſe of preaching , to ſaue all 
who ſhall belecue. Laſtly , if you 
haue made the ſinnes of others 
yours,by communicating in them, 
and not reprouing and referming 
them when you had power,(as the 
ſinnes of ſeruants in houſe with 
you, )you muſt take knowledge of 
this, and let it gricue you ; when 
you haue friends comming to you, 
you 'will haue your ſeruants not 
onely terue you, butbe reſpectiue 
to them , carefull that they by no 
rudeneſle doe giue them diſtaſte. 
How then ſhould it gricue vs to 
thinke,that wee haue nor cared fo! 
we haue bin ſerued to our minds, 
how hath our God bin neglected, 


yea 
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yea prouoked ? Now conſidering 
theſe things & thoſe of like nature, 
which youare priuy to within your 
ſelfe, ſecke to God in the death of 
your Chriſt, for the remoouall'of 


| them, of the ſinne chicfely, ofthe 
$ correction ſo farre as he ſhall ſee 


good. Vngodly men are like Phara- 
&,who bade Moſes pray to God to 
take the plague away : but Gods 
Children like Dazid;they flie tothe 
multitude of Gods tendreſt mer- 
cies,to take away their finne. You 
may 'come with boldnefle to that 
mercifull God in Chriſt, who ſaith, 
that though a man would not take 
a wife once put away for adultcry, 
yet he will receiue his people,cucn 
after their adulteries; it they ſeeke 
to him repentantly. It 1sa folly to 
ſtriue toget looſe from ſickneſle, it 
we firſt tecke not to haue releaſe 
— To breake «yg 
without being acquitted by the 
Iudge,is no true liberty. Toſeethe 
nt , withour com 
with the Creditor , - cannot make 
F found 
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ſound peace. Laſtly, I doc intreat 
you to ſceke the vie of Gods vili. 
tation before allthings. How-eucr 
he ſhall deale with you , he who 
hathcommanded: ſinnefull man to 
toyne-inſtruftion with correction, 
he who hath tzught-manthat - hee 
will not beate a dog,butie will put 
it into his ſenſes as well as he can, 
what it is for. which: hee ſtriketh 
him,he I fay, will not failetoteac 
you, why his hand 1s on you, and 
make you profit by it. "This 1s the 
ſcale that-God. hath ordained vs, 
and called vs, according;to his put 
poſe of bringing vs to life , whe 
all things, enen thoſe cuils of cro!: 
ſes, turne to our ſpirituall good 
His fatherly $kilk doth not-maks 
theſe viper<like cuils/ juto whole 
ſome triacles,for any, but: his ch 
ſen children, * It vom ftinde thek 
things; 'reioyce : for God hathre 


as ar ar. GY 4 


ujued: in your : ſoule . an tern: 
life, yea he willireftore;you to thi 
re lite;:af it be paod. 
Hucs of deatharc\ithout God, 
W - 
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what is it for him to'beale you be. 
ing ficke ; who did giue to-belee- 
uing perfons,; their dead to life a» 
gaine, wheii' it made for his glo- 
ry ? Ifnot, aw know, aiocke bu- 
dy will: not; teare to drinke that 
hisPhyſiciandoth taſte before him 
Chriſt hath taſted death for vs; to 
deliver vs fromthe fraxe of it: yea 
you know that,your.like is hid with 
God in Chriſt (wboisthe roote of 
vsthat belecue on him )enen as the 
life of a Tree, this Winter time, is 
hid.iq the-roorg of , it, Fhe Lord 
comfort: you in theſe;things , and 
thuslet-me for thistume end. 


Eare-Sir, I thanke God I doe 

H rememoer you ,.as;l amabie, 
vntolum,; intreating him to-ſtand 
by you in allthings, and finith your 
courſe with comfort. Remember 


ake younow 


Men atten; ike. 
2 
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totheſe Swallowes , -will bewith 
vs Summer,butleaue vs Wit- 
xcr. \The Dinell whet hee' hath 
drawne his intothe briars,wil giue 
them leaue to look for-themſclues: 
But, God hath euer ſtood. neereſt 
to his, when their exigencies haue 
becne greateſt. Mans extremiitic 
is his opportunitie. That which 
God bath done _—_ for you, in ſts 
Raining , quickning you, quietu 
your ie His —_ which paſſet! 
vnderſtanding keeping of it , that 


he will doc enery day vnto you , if 


you will inforce your ſelfe toward 
him. It isno more paine'to him 
to helpe vs, then it is vntothe Sun 
to lend light to vs. If we hauein 
ſome fits and eaſe by thisor that, 
we know if we come intolikecaſe, 
oy = ” cor tis wc 

, OINg 1UCN at Or ta- 
king ſuch > nn x—_ hauing 
Geka deadnes, fainting of 
xccourſe toour God in'Chrift, and 
| W 
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know what to do when ſuch like 
ſtate returneth on ys. Well Sr. 
awhile, and for euer ;- The Lord 
ſtrengthen vs, that-though we be 
led into darknes without light, yet 
we may leane to him,and call on bis 
name. If a child haue his father by 
the hand,though he bein the darke, 
yet he is not afraid: ſois 1twith vs, 
while by the eye of faith we ſee that 
Inuifible one at; our right hand to 
ſupport and fane vs. Ipray you 
commend me to my good friends 
about you. - Thoughxl am called: 
more on for writing ,.. then my 
{trength can well afford, yet I can- 
not forget you ouer-long. Now I 
commend you to the grace of that 
faithfull Shepherd, who will beare 
vs when we are weary, ſtrengthen 
vs when weake , keepe vs againſt 
the Wolfe, yea not loſe vs, but ac- 
cording ro the will of his Father, 
raiſe vs vpatthe laſt day;zo whom 
be glory foreuer:farewell. 

' _ Yoursin Chriſtian affection, 

| Pani Bayne. 

EF 2 Yours 
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"AY beloned Friend , 'now the 
throng is gone ; ſothatnei. 

ther we can excuſe- any longer our 
not Iinuiting , *rior ' you your not 
comming when you are called on, 
You know what words did paſſe 


| betwixtvs, farre be it that-they 


thould proue winde. I doe accom- 
pliſh mme in requeſting you to 
viſit vs, you ſhall' diſcharge your 
promiſe when we enioy you pre- 
tent. We know that you haue not 
wantedaltogether intreatiestothis 
purpoſe: we come after preferring 
the ſame ſuit more vchemently,not 
ite out of hope toſpeed:thie lateſt 
og ſometime-taketh vp the hare, 
My wife will (if you be ſo pleaſed) 
meete you at Ware, - when you {ct 
forward;that you may know with 
whatdcuotion (he entertaines your 
comming. All our wayesare it the 
hand vf God, he teach vstocomnnt 
them to him, that they may be di- 
rected. We may go here atid there, 
change ayre and company ,. but the 
God of ail conſolation is he from 
whoſc 
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whoſe mcere mercy in his Chriſt, 
| & wereceineall our comfort: cheare- 
. F fulnes of heartishisgifr to thoſe 
that are good in-his eyes. The Lord 
put his feare. in our hearts,that we 
may-neucrdepartfrom him,leauing 
the way of his commandements ; 
and gine vs more and more his 
fare before vs, in all our wayes. 
For if it be a ſpot in Feaſts,to cate 
and drinke without feare, as Ide 
faith; ſare it 1s likewiſe a ſpot, in 
our iourneyes. The firſt lines, are 
to-prouoke you to come; thefe are 
to guide you in comming,that your 
way may be proſperous ; which I 
with you from my heart, with all 
other ſpiritual bleſſings, for Chriſts 
fake, accurſed for vs. 

Writetovs, when and how you 
will contriue your tourney. Fare 
you well. 


Yours inthe Lord, 
Pax Bayne. 


F 4 Loumng 


ii 


Chriſtian L2tters. 
OuingN. A word in time, 
is better then many out of ſea- 

ſon, when it is too late: I hauetal- 

ked with my wife, and I finde it 
true : Plus vident oculiquam oculn;. 
two are better then one. . My wife 
is in loue very carefull of your 


weale , 2nd for the party to which 


one might moſt probably incline, 
her thoughts are not without rea- 
fonauerſe. Firſt, the edacation of 
Gentelwomen of that ſort , doth 
teach themlittletoknoww., but gal- 
lancy in apparell, to call for ſer- 
nice about themſelues. If they 
may come where they may hauec 
conſorts to play a game vt Maw 
while they are vacant from their 
attendance. Againe, anyone - 
Religion , you cannot y 
pare themn her , hich is 
the principall thing you ' would 
f_ your I ; for good 
natures without Religion, are as 
wee {ay of the Diuell , good on- 
ly whilerhey are pleaſed, and when 


you found it enough to ketpe "= | 
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duty to. God , with the helpe of 
a Religious yoke-fellow, how can 
you conceiue hopes this way , if 
you want ſuch a helper ? thirdly, 
befertion is- but a little for your 
citate and calling : God gaue you 
matter. of eſtate equallingto hers, - 
when you were many wayes by 
many degrees vnequall to your 
felfc. Againe, it is by ſupplements - 
of good will to be made vp, which 
may occaſion ſ{ccret dnette of re= 
compence. Thinke of theſe things: 
tor though I pitty your condition, 
yet I with from my heart, there 
may be no more haſte then ſpeed x 
ſoft fire maketh ſweeteſt mault. - 
Labour to haue your ſelfe in feare 
and icaloufie,and marke that ſecret 
folly of heart , which maketh vs 

{toner our mourning part be-- 
ore God , aj linger after the - 
houſe of laughter. If ſicke bodics 
ſhould fippe onely:;” and fer away 
the bizter pation, calling for re+ - 
ftoratives, 'the diſeaſe would furs - 
therand further bee cheriſhed-:- ſo 


F 's 3 our 
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our" ſicke ſoules, if they lee their 
wormewoeod draught too timely 
which wee ſhould take next our 
hearts, wee {ball miſſe a great fur- 
therance of our ſoulcs health. I a-' 
eaineoften thinke, 1t 1s not beau- 
tic,but Gods blefling , which muſt 
ive you contentment, and loue and 
tred are not in our power ; if 
wee had our monthes mind ſerued, - 
wee are ſubiet to grow- into diſ- 
like withthatwe ſo highly defired, 
astheſtory of Ammon and Thamar 
doth-witneſſe. Againe, If you find 
your mind any thing impotently 
running hither and thithee (as the 
ſpirit of man knoweth the things 

of man)” bee affraid of hauing t 
thing you ſo defire,, left ir-proue 
as the 'Quailes which-ſtanke in 
the mouthes: of them that luſted 
afterthem. .I pray youtherefore , 
ſtrive ' with your owne ſoule tor 
more godly ſorrow: 'and © wea- 
nednefle 'of 'minde. :- Deliberate 
flowly, and then you ſhall beable 
to accomplilli. bolgly , "won 
OM 
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from God a bleſſing of thoſe waies 
which you haue commended to 
him. 

I haue great buſineſle. Our Ae 
tropolitans viſitation commeth 
ſhortly , and I am warned to 
preach, beſides many other occaſi- 
ons. Yet becauſe I loue not after- 
wiſdome, I do make way by force, 
to ſend you in time a word by 
friendly admonition, | 

Wedoe with our beſt hearts bid 
you farewell. 


"I R, Your :Lctter came in the! 
chiefelt of our harneſt, . ſince 
the time , the txt weeke,, you 
know. our Carrier - goeth not. I 
canno longer bee waming to my 
duty ſo fare, as:t9 ileaue your -let- 
ter vnan{wered. Thus I paſſe to 
thar clauſe,tonching your late triall. 
I doedefixe to haue ſome feeling of 
your eſtate ; 3nd the Lord that kee- 
peth his, when they are almoſt loſt 
1 themſclues , keepe you in this 
and all other temptations: We haye 
| great 
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great need of God, to leade vs, in 
time of triall ; for there are many 
by-wayes,at which our corruption 
and weakeneſſe will be readie to 
ſtart out ; and but onely one true 
way, which will bring vs to ſee a 
good ifſue, in Gods ſeaſon. Some- 
times wee are in danger , as hath 
beene taught vs, to ſet light by 
Gods corrections , and play hide- 
bare with him;thinking well,if we 
can ward off the ſmart in any fa- 
ſhion :; ſometime wee are impat1- 
ent, outwardly and apparantly Kic- 
kingat the ſpurre ; like theſe plun- 
ging Horſes, which will not endure 
their Rider : ſometime inwardly 
and ſecretly repining and fretting, 
like thoſe .Horfes , which digelt 
their choler,by biting their Bridles. 
If wee neither deſpiſe, nor impati- 
ently riſe againſt ds hand of God, 
yet our weakeneſſe 1s readie too 
much totake to hicart that, which 
1s our exerciſe , ſo that our ſpirit. 
in faimethz and this 1s 
worle, becauſe it js commonly ac»- 
companicd 


companicd with a wilfull indiſpoſi- 
tion, which will-nor let vs receiuc 
ſuch things,by which we.might be 
traly comforted : as in /acob,who 
would not be<eemforted, but fo!- ' 
lowed his ſonne to the Grane, 
mouruing.-. 1 doubt not, but God 
keepeth you both from the former; 
I hope, from this later alſo. Wee 
muſt rake our correQion,and hum. 
ble our felues vnder the ſmart of it; 
but wee muſt looke to Chriſt, that 
hee would not let our faith, hope, 
and meekenefle of minde, be ſha- 
ken. If God ſhould haue told you 
both; I will gtue you two children, 
you ſhall bring them vp ſo long for 
me, and I will take thenr againe x : 
weuld you not haue accepted it : 
adly 2 The enent doth tell you no.. - 
fſe,, then if hee had before-hand-  * 
« thus ſpoken vnto you. God.is the-. 
chiefe Father of all the Families in. 
Heauen and Earth ;. wee are but 


w 


kento God ,' my good friend, qur- 


Foſte 
dren, 
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rents to our owne chil. .. 
hen my laſt child was ta- 


Preacher, 
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Preacher, did ſometime ſhew mee 
many Motiues, why I ſhould beare 
17 equally. 

Firſt , That they, taken thus 
ſoone,are crowned through Chriſt, 
without hauing experience of that 
fight, which maketlvvs cry, O m1- 
ſcrable, &c; and thinke our liues 
often a burthen to vs. 

Secondly, It is not loueto then, 
when we are perſwaded, that God 
1s their _ = es 0 1.47 VS 

cue at their taking hence ; 1t 15 
Ry carnall affe&ion : For 
Chriſt told his Diſciples, If ye lo- 
ued me, ye-would: be glad, becauſe 
I goe to the Father, And what 
meaſure doe wee offer Gcd , who 
cat ſend our, children farre from 
vs, where wee are nenerlike to ſce 
them againe, if they may doe well 
with man, and yet cannot well 
beare to: haue them taken out of 
fight by the Lord, though wee are 
eg their. ſpirits-are with 

im 2-Wee muſt labour for ſuch 


good hearts, as may not be content 
Per- 
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force to'let him take, but may 
willingly yeeld , euen our children 
(if it were by facrificingthemwith 
car owne hands) to Him,who-hath 
not thought his onely Begotten too 
dearefor vs, but hath giuen him-to 
death for our ſakes. It God ſhould 
have  riuen-. the Tree aſunder , I 
mcane, ſeuered you one from ano- 
ther,it muſt haue been taken thank- 
fully ; but much more, when hee 
leaueth the Tree,and taketh but the 
fruit, yea, but part of that, leauing 

the one-balfe yet with you. 
Thirdly,and laſtly, It is a token 
wee felt not his loue, nor recetned 
them'not from his hand, as wee- 
ht-to'hane done, if wee ſhould 
not: thankfully giuethem backe to. - 
him: 1 4mma:receiuumg Samuel as 2 
gift gotten by Petition from God, 
did readily part with.him to. God 
againe; ſo Abraham with his ſecede, 
which by;Faith-inithe Promiſe hee 
had obtained, I know,we are ready. 
to thinke.theſe things are true; but 
aParcnt-like affection cannot _ p 
| e. 
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ſhake hands with; and yeeld vp 
things fo dearely beloued. -Tt 1s 
true indeed, that while wee pleade 
loue to our children, what vnkind- 
nefledoe we bewray toward God ; 
if my hcart did not ſo loue them, 
I could giue them thee?  Calmely 
to thinke on this, which yet 1s con- 
tained in that Exception aboue na- 
med, were able to make one bluſh, 
that his heart: ſhould be ſo cold in 
his.loue to gen , as not wil- 
lingly to part with any thing 1t lo- 
—_ ods call ; es yeeld . 
that we greatly care not for, is no 
Godamercie, But I hope,Gods loue 
doth not make his hand grieuous ; 
neither would I hane t late 
written = much , an that it is 
to bee prouided again{t all 
To ho For as when fire 
catcheth, wee fe .how farre it is- 
gone, but. know-nor where it will ' 
Nay 3 cuen ſo'4t is,vhen the fireaf 
ffition (in which Faith is.proo- 
ned) is ence kindled..The ſecond. 
meflenger-told'not. Jeball his for-"- 
| . XOW 
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roW at ONCE 3; it is wiſedome till to - 


prouide for the worſt, the beſt will 
laue it ſelfe. 


Y beloued Friend, and Chri-- 
| ſtian Sifter, if I myſelfe had 
beene agood Scribe,you ſhould not 
haue beene thus long vnwritten to: 
My affetion to your deceaſed Mo- 
ther,whodid requeſt it at my hand, 
and the loue I bare yourſelfe, would 
long ſince hauc mar it; but my 
hand cannot doe , what my heart 
would. Neuertheleſſe, feeling my 
ſelkenotliketolue to ſee your tace, 
I haue got the helpe of anothers 
hand,to report what my heart doth 
ſpcake vnto you, out of that Chrt= 
flian loue which bindeth vs to con- 
ſider one another, and prouoke one. 
anothef to lone. I may thanke God 
for thoſe good things , which 1 
know his grace hath done-in you. 
For the conſcionable reuerence of 
your deceaſed Parent, was of him, 
whowriteth inthe heart that com- 
mandement of honouring the Pa- 
rent, 


-_ 
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rent, as well as others. A grace, 
which God, who worketh it, hath 
promiſed to crowne with much 
proſperitie. Other thingsalſo pcr- 
ſade me of your pietie ; but God 
will teach you to know rhethings 
beſtowed on you : neither are wee 
much.to harpe on this ſtring , vn- 
lefſe we were in conſcience affured, 
chat it were needfull to ſtrengthen 
each other with ſ1gnes of a good 
eſtate; as the Phyſicians doe on 
heartleſſe Patients, with repeating 
good tokens of recouerie.. Yet we 
that are taught cf him;ro ſee ought 
that his grace dothan vs,muſt bleſſe 
him; and ſtandersby,who by a ſpi- 
rit of diſcerning obſcrue the ſame, 
muſt toine with vs in thankſgiuing. 
I will leave therefore this matter, 
and take occaſion to ſtirre yqu vp 
to dutie to your heauenly Father, 
whom I know to hate beene duri- 
full of conſcience to carthly. Firſt, 
you mult labour 'to Know your 
God; and in Chriſt, your mercifull 
Father ; for wee by nature are like 

runnagate 
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rannagate Children,who haue nener 
kept neere their Parents houſe ; or 
S like the Prodigall, which left his 
| Fathers houſe, and betooke him to 
Harlots : fo- our hearts hane left 
cur God, and know nothing by na- 
ture,but the things of this World, 
with which wee commit ſptrituall 
Harlotry. Now there 1s none by 
nature that feeke after God. Bur 
wee that doe in Chriſt tnde him in 
part, muſt more and more grow 
vp, inthe acknowledging of him. 
What gracelcſſe part would wee 
condemne it for in ourſelues,if wee 
ſhoald not know our Parents here, 
(as by pride and heedelefſe rude- 
nefle , ſome Children will not ) 
much more ſhould we be aſhamed, 
not to take notice of our heauenly 
Father ? Nay,wee muſt, the more 
cry after him,the more bleſſedueſſe 
wee know there is, incnioying of 
him :: as the Children that taſte 
the ſcetneſſe of the louing Pa- 
rent,cry whcnthey ſecme to beleft. 
But if you agk,hoiw you may know? 

I 
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I anſwer : Firſt,you muſt get your 
eyes wiped,the eyes of your mind: 


ſecondly, you muſt know where to | 


ſeecke him. Our eyes are fore, and 
full of ſcales ; and therefore ,-if 
men be carefull ro haue the cyes of 
their body dreſſed, yea, endurc 
ſharpe- Waters, rather than their 
ſight ſhould faile; ſo much more 
muſt wee ſeeke to God , for the 
Eyc-ſalue of his Spirit, the onely 
. Elarie, that cleareth ſicke fights; 
yea, welcome Gods Affiictions, 
which are his ſtrong Waters, to 
reſtore-our Seeing. 

New could you fee, and knew 
not where to finde him , you were 
neuer the neerer. Therefore you 
muſt know this, that if you will 
feeke him,you muſt looke at Chriſt 
his Spnne, in whom the Father is, 
for they are one. W hen a Childe is 
like the Parent,wee ſay, If you ſee 
ſuch a one, you ſee his Father, for 
he is the ſame vp and downe as his 
Father was. . But Chriſt is liker 
the Father,than any Childe _ 
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eurall Parent. For the ſelfe-ſame 
all-ſceing fpirituall God , who in 
fellowſhip of his Perſon , hath a 
Soule and Body glorified, the ſame 
Spiritnall Nature is the Nature of 
the Father : as if the fame ſoule 
and body which is in you , were 
communicated ywith the perſon of 
your Childe. Secondly as youſceke 
to know him more, ſo you muſt 
ſcecke.to loue him and pleaſe him in 
all things, being more fruitfull in - 
ſeruing him, than you haue beene : 
And gcod reaſon, Laue is the whet- 
ſtone of Lone. If you ſhoald fo 
loue one,as to glue your little ſonne - 
to death for his fake , wonld you 
not thinke it an intolerable part, 
not to be conſidered with loue a- 
gaine > = o_ frm Vs, __ 
Cc ns Onely eten ;-tnat 
was tnleeniag in him, ſhould not 
riſh, but haue life eternall. And 
be our children,Doe wenot looke, 
though 'they be. full of play when 
they are young, yet,that being bet- 
ter growne,. ca 
On 
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honeſtcalling,which may doethem 
good another day ? So. the Lord, 
though he haue a gentle hand oucr 
vs, while wee arc tender ; yet doth 
looke, that wee afterwards ſhould 
be more fruitfull and ſeruiceable to 
him, Joh.1.2+ 2. The righteous are 
compared to Trees; which, when 
firſt planted, beare Low , but grow 
ill Tor come to carry many brait- 
ches. Now,if you would trie your 
loue,, you mult figde jr out by its 
working : 'W hat contentment, you 
rake in that Preſence, which 1s to 
be had by faith ; what, Jongihg you 
haue to be with God; what loue to 
his tokens; what loue to children, 
and friends. As for example : Lo- 
ving your Husband aboug ;all men, 
there is none whole preſence, you 
care for, or take contentment in, 
like his. Soſfaxhrhe fairhfull ſoulc 
toGod , What haneT in Heauen, 
but thee? bes in Earth, in COM- 
-pariſon of thee. 2. Againe,, if Lo 
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returne vato you,orthat you might 
follow him ? So the louing ſoule 
to God, faith ; Oh, wha ſhall deli- 
ver me from this body ! Oh, it is 
beſt for mee to bee with Chriſt ? 
Shee would goe to him. I looke 
for the appearance of -the great 
God, who {hall make my body like 
his glortons Body, by the Power 
which ſubduethall things. If two 
truely louing , were contracted , 
would not euery Weeke ſeeme a 
ycere,till the Wedding ? Wee are 
by Faith contracted to God, in 
Chriſt : how ſhould wee long, to 
ſee our Marriage ſolemnized? En- 
deauour to pleaſe him , grieue if 
ought crofſe yaur louing Husband. 
A Letter from a friend, wee loue, 
and ſet by it : If wee haue a Token, 
how we keepe it,and are glad of it? 
So the Worl of God, which 1s his 
Letter, Oh, how is the ſoule, 
that loues the God of it ? T reioy- 
ced, in thy Statutes,morethaa in all 
. Wealth, So the Sacraments, which 
are the, Pledges of himſelfe to yy 
| TNEte 
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theſe are the loue-tokens hee ſen. 

deth to vs, while wee are abſent 

from him in the body. Laſtly, by 
louing.his Children, and friends. / 
You loning your Husband, thinke | 
his friends: vvclcome , and louwc 
them. Could you thinke one lo- 
ned you,and {oued not your ſonne ? 
So, they that loue him that begct- 
teth , loue him alſo who 1s begot- | 
ten, 1. Joh.5. 1. Now then, let vs } 
not be falſe to our owne hcarts,and 
wee may .confeſle, that wee want a þ 
oreat deale of loue to our God: 

For, when are we glad at the heart, Þ 
and retoyce in our.God? When doe Þ} 
wee lang zfter his appearing? Nay, 
-God is faine to ſinoake vs forth 

of this World with many rryals, | 
and yetawe will not ariſe,and come | 
away in our affection. When are | 
wee heartily ioyfull ro hcare his 
voyce, and receine his tokens? | 
When doe wee buſic our head to | 
pleaſe him ? and when doth it cut | 
vs at the heart, if he be offendec ? 
Now then, if you fee you want Ka 
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what muſt you doe ? You-muſt 
ſhame your owne heart within 
# your I and ſay ; What a wretch 
* am I { If my heart could be glad of 
e þ cuery ſtrangers company, ms. Were 
c || dead within me, not toying in.my 
» | Husbands preſence ; were buſic a« 
2 | bout other things ; negligent tomy 
t- | Husband ; longed for other men ; 
t- |, ncucr wiſhed to ſee him, if abſent : 
's Þ what a ſhamefull part were this 
d F in mc ? Yet thus it is : my ſoule 
a Þ 1s marrycd to thee (Lord; ) thou 
| : Þ hadſt no Dowrie with me,but beg- 
t, Þ gerie, and ſpirituall filthineſſe, yer 
>e Þ thou boughteſt me deare, and haſt 
y, K pur me in no lefſe than Heauen, for 
th Ray Ioynture ; and yet loe, I can 
s, Rf finde a contcntation, and be merry 
pe (Fat this or that carthly thing ; I can 
re [long to haue carthly matters,which 
iis BI lacke; I can be carcfull how to 
5? Riplcaſe man, and be gricued, when 
to [Fought doth crofſe his liking ; but 
ut Fam lacking in them all, toward 
22 Nebec. Then, ſeeing this, and how 
it, your heart is full _— loue 
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tocrcatures, you muſt cry to God; 
Lord, helpe mee , pare away this 
ſelfe-loue;and falſe loue to the crea. 
ture,and make me loue thee; Lord, 
draw me after thee, and 1 ſhall fol. 
lowthee as faft, . And; ſtrengthen | 
your ſelfe in faith, and God will 
giue it you: for this 1s his pro- 
miſe, L willcircumcue your hearts, f 
and.miake you to loue me with all 
yourhearts : Get this,and you get 
cuery thing. This will make that 
which is irkeſome to the fleſh, be 
meate and drinke to you, and dc- 


lightfull. Is not the Nurcerie of ſh, 
the Childe , a _ piece of 


worke ? yet, becauſe the Mother 
loueth it,though her ſleepe be bro-K 
ken, and her hand foyled, ſhee vn- 
dergoeth - 6%. And not onely 
doth it conſtraine ys, but make vs 
patient. What willnot a wiſe wo- 
man beare , and pocket patiently I 
from a Husband ſhe loueth 2 Now 
one thing more I will warne you 
of,andend;and that isa good meanc 
of. the former. While you hue, 
learne 
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kearne toweane your {elfe fromthe 
things -of this World ; Let him 
that buyeth , marryeth , &c. For 
hee who 1mmoderately loueth the 
things of this World as Pride,Pro- 
{ fit,and Pleaſure, the loue of the Fa- 

ther is not in him. Shee that hath 

loued one man truly, ſhee is ſped,as 

we ſay; ſhee can lone no more Hus- 

band, Children, Poſſeſſfions ; much 

more the proud vanities and rio= 
tous Goſlippings of theſe Times. 
As an "ne woman muſt flye the 
Stewes, ſo muſt wee not haue our 
hearts ſeene among theſe things. 
\nd this 1s-more 'eaſe to my caſe 
fle fleſh, that God gaue me mean- 
iſle of minde, and _ of ſuch 


* _w 
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- arnall courſes , in which I might 
ly have had my ſhare, that I wiſh all 
O ny Chriſtian friends may receiue 


hat grace from him, which I trie 
y experience to haue ſo precious 
fc. The Lord keepe you. 
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| N. I receiued your Let- 

ters ; inwhich,you ſignifie the 
conſummation of that , which I | 
wiſh proſperous. The ground of 


all proſperitie , 1s Gods bleſſing: Þ 
without which, cuery thing is af? 
deadly poyſon to vs ; whether it |} 

binter, as crofles ; or ſweete, Þ; 


taſte 
as the more ſucceſſefull iſſues of 
things ; whether it kill with paine- 


—_ 


full gripings, as cuils ; or caſt a-þ 
ſleepe,and moue laughter, as thoſeÞ 


4 


things doe,which in themſclues are 
to be eſteemed outward bleſſings, 
The poyſons ſpirituall,for taſte and 
effec, carry no lefle than corporall. 
Now the ground of bleſſing in al 


things, is Icſus Chriſt, our RedeoP 


mer , bezring our Curſe for vs,l 
(Gal.3. 13.) and ſwallowing ouf 
deſerued Cup vp, intoan vnfainedþ 
bleſſing. I hope, the eye of you 
foule looketh vp to him, who wa 
lifted vpon the curſed Croſſe , to 
heale that Curſe, wherewith Sinne 
and the Diuell, that old Serpent, 
haue ſtung vs. Againe,l doubt 00; 


- 
- 
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bur your Wiues prayers ( who is 
now departed ) are on record in 
I} Heauen, and your Siſters prayers 
of f&} (who ſtill liveth ) are not in vaine 
; þ1 before him, who isa God hearing 
a1 prayer ; Both haue wiſhed you 
it þ Liefledneſle through Ieſus Chriſt, 
e, þ 1 would haue beene with you be- 
of [1 fore this Letter, but that God hath 
& |: let my Wiues weakeneſle to bec 
2. | more than ordinarie. We muſt take 
{ Þ vp our Crofſes,and when God bid- 
re © deth vs yoake, he is the wiſeſt man 
5, © that yeeldeth his necke moſt wil- 
nd} lingly. This hath made me ſtay hi- 
therto ; but the Lord taſing his 
hand , I reſume my purpoſe, of 12- 
| tisfying your deſire , and meane to 
| follow my Letterat the heeles. The 
| Lord make it proſperous. Youtell 
| me a louing Tale, of bringing vp 
your Wife , to enter her into my 
acquaintance, If you had no Bro- 
ther at Cambridge, it were pitie my 
Siſter ſhould be no ſooner a Wite, 
thana W idow. You know the Law 
of the firſt yeere. 
| G3 The 
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The God of Loue giue you holy 
loue in him, and kcepe the fire in, 
when it 1s kindled, I hope I ſhall 
neuer forget my Chriſtian dutie to 
you,of _ helperto yourfaith; 
It ſhall goe hard, when I helpe you 
' not with a ſhort Currie of matter 
tothis purpoſe. My Wite remem- 
bers you and her Siſter to God; 
and let my loue reſt with you, till 


God giue mee leaue to fce you. | 


ÞFarewell. 


—— 


ett. _—_ — 


5 Ouing Couſin,T hauea cold ſpi- 


rit , vvho ſhew thee no. more 
lone ; but beare with me in this 
Winter of mine , and if -euer the 
Sunne of Righteouſncſle be pleaſed 


$0 make Summer with me, no one, | 
without my ſelfe, thall haue more 
intereſt in the fruits I then ſhall be 


taken with. 1t-may be, the thred 
of your lite ſhall be drawne out to 
farre, as to ſee theſe words proue 
workes ; which the Lord haſten. 
How goeth the matter with your 
poore ſoule ? How doth it get vp? 
How 
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How 1s it made readie enerymors 
ning ? How walketh it all the day, 
when tt 1s once with the- folemni- 
tte of denotion-diſpatched' ? Doth 
the eye of the ſotile wake withour 
matter , like that heave matter 
which in ſome eyes and heads (too 
much {tuffed ) 1s-often diſcerned ? 
You may know if it bee cleare ; 
* firſt, it will ce God-m his Chriſt, 
; thronghtheglaſſe of his Word and 
| Itwill at cafe hold waking before 
| him. If you thus wake, you haue 
the ſtart of me,my ſhop-windowes 
are longer in opening , than mee 
thinkes 'I ſee you in making rea- 
die. Sometimes the myſt, of my 
ownedarkeneſle, ſometimesearth- 
ly humors doe ſhoote into them; 
ſometimes a ſpirit of ſlumber and 
floth: doth offer to cloſe them 3 
ſometimes cloudsof{pirituall dark- 
nefſe doe ouer-caſt them : ſo that, 
though they: are waked , and in 
themſclues lightſome; yet they ſce 
nothing., by reaſon of that ob- 
{curitic whuch. is without them, 
x G4 where- 


whierewith they are cnuironed : ay 


it is with a man that fitteth with 
his eyes wide open, in a Roome, 
where neither light of Sunne nor 
Candle commeth. Now, while a 
man is flying to Chriſt, to ger the 
inward dimnefſe of his fight clea. 
red, (for he can make his Clay and 
Spettle heale them) vyhile hee get- 


teth the diſtillation of by-thoughts 


{topped , by looking to him vvho 
vnites our hearts to himſelfe, vvho 
vyorketh all our vvorkes for vs; 
vyhile hee ſeeketh to that quicke- 
ning Spirit, to ſcatter his ſlumber, 
and labourech him, vvho is Light 
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darkneſſesenutroning him ; vvhile 
one man is tasked vyiththisvvork, 
another, not thus moleſted, 1s rea- 
die,and hathdiſpatched. Well,our 
God doth accept it for one of his 
ſicke ſcruants fore-noone vvorkes, 
to ſettle. their cloathes orderly a- 
bout them. I mentiontheſe things, 
to lend you ſome light; by which, 
you may betterſce your pm. 
vyho 


— OO —— — KS _ 


, 
) 
, 
) 


Chriftian Letters. 
vyho are not forced to ſpend your 
ſtrength in ſuch a faſhion. Bur the 
man that 1s vvell vvaked , mult 
have mooulng, as vvell as ſenſe re- 
turned. How doe the affetions of - 
your heart fqot it to Chriſt, in way 
of thankefulnefle, vvho hath led 
you all your dayes ? vvho 1s that 
Prince, that maketh peace in you; 
vyhoſc ſecret , is the ſtrength of 
your hcart, that it fainteth not ; 
vvhoſe fauor is that Shield, vyhich 
doth ſo couer you, that euils haue 
not leaue to affaile you, much leſle 
to preuaile againſt you ? Is your 
heart , inthe conſcious vnderſtan- 
ding of any benefit,affetionate to- / 
ward him 2 Then you are truely a- 
wake, and lightſome, like to paſſe 
thatday vvithout too much vveart- 
nefle,vvhich is vvith ſo freſh a ſp1t- 
rit entred; then that Swe of Righ- 
teou/neffſe hath got your vp. For as a 
oreater fire ps forth a leſſer, 
and asthe Sunne bodily rifingdayly 
ouer vs, doth draw forth the ſpirits 
of ſenſe and mooning,vvhich are in 
G5 the 
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the bodily creature ; ſo doth that 
light and life of Iſrael , by his 
worke , - though not perceuued , 
draw forth this ſpirituall motion 
of the life of God in vs, whereby 
weediſcerne him, and inthanke- 
fulneſſe make toward him. When 
your ſoule is now awaked , what 
doth it waſh with , what doth it 
uton ? As wee Chriſtians haue 
oth guilt and deformed blot of 
finne , ſo we haue adaily lauer, c- 
uen blood and water; for our 
Chriſt came in both, to teach that 
hee doth not onely make atone- 
ment for the guilt of ſinne , but 
doeth alſo cleanſe vsby his Spirit, | 
fromthe fpor of corruption. Now 
then , if: you looke at that great 
God, as-your righteouſneſſe , by 
faith on his blood, ſhed-with ſenſe 
of the curſe due to cur finne , and 
if you looke to Chriſt, who is 
made of God your ſan&ifier, to 
cleanfe: you. from-:thoſe. inherent 
ſpotsdaily , then you liaue waſhed 
1n the fountaine opened for _-_ | 
and | 
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| on2doth it.goe lumping?doth it reſt 


" 
X 


1} Hers. 


and are ſo cleanſed ( have you but 
once waſhed in this kinde that you 
ſhallneuer be defiled throughour a- 
gaine, as Chriſt ſpeakerh. Neuer 


| theleſle,there,muit be raimgnt vp- 


on the ſoule , yea , it mult be clad 
with compleat armour , for it is 
compaſled with enemies , and the 
life of it isa warfare. Now when 


* welooke to Chriſt by faithg asour 


ſanQifier and ſaluation , then we 
are thus clothed: he is our ſandti- 
fer, who muſt bring all our graces 


from one degree toanother , ma- 
king that light of holineſle , that 


; inagepf himſeltthe ſecond Adam, 
| grow Ypin ys ,:as thelight of the 


morning ,.tull it commeth to the 


| ſtrength, rakethincreaſe. Hemult 


be our. Viceroy, tread Satan vnder 


| our feet, diflolue hisworks, cruſh 
{ the head of himfor vs, -he mult fi. 
| niſl; thework of his gracerwith hig 
| owne power. - Well; when youare 
| thus forward, how doth your ſoule 


walke,putting is ſelfe, forth,inaRi- 


and 
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and can goe no further, as wearie ? '? 
Dorth it = it ſhall not hold out? # 
Ts it made fad, vvith vvant of any 
thing? Many a good ſoule vvalketh || 
thus, and puzzle them ſo,that they 
cannot goe on freely ; but I hope, 
no earthly luſts fall about your fect. 
It may be it is vvearic ſometimes, 
and is fearetull, and is made fad, 
through ſome kind of circumſtance. 
Well, let vs get conſcience; vvhat | 
painefulnefſe , vyhat. vvearineſſe, 
vvhat vveakneſſe, vyhart feare doth Þ 
attend vs? Our ſpirits being once | 
poore in the priuitie they haue of 
theſe matters, {} all no ſooner looke 
vvith the eye of faith to. Chriſt, 
but the matter ſhall bee mended. 
Hee it is that maketh the lame to 
leape likea Hinde; vyho-enlargeth | 
the heart, to run in the race of the 
Commandements. Looke to Him, 
the faithfull Shepheard,who taketh 
vp the wearie Sheepe,chat through 
feeblenefſe can goe no further : to 
Hitm, to vvhom the caſting of our 
eycis the renewingof ourſtrength- 
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Againſt feare of perſeuering, cha. 
2am him as the a fini- 
ſher of your faith, reuerent!y tell 
him , it isa piece of his Fathers 
will that he ſhould not onely giue. 
you to belecue, and his Spirit for 2 
time , but that he ſhould raiſe you 
vp atthe laſt day,/oh.6. 39.Finally, 
looke to your God , that hathſaid 
to Abraham and all the belecuing 
feed of him, Walke before me, I 
am God all-ſuthcient. Tell him you 
haue nothing but himſelte , in hea- 
uen nor yet in earth , in compa- 
riſon of him , and hee cannot bur 
ſupply with humſelfe , every thing 
to you. 

Thus the askinga queſtion,which 
I did not thinke of, when 1 ſetpen 
to paper , hath drawne me on to 
matter not intended. I cannot now 
annexe the other , for my letter is - 
ſent for. I haue beene neither 
well- this fine- weekes , nor yet 
ficke enough to make mee .bet- 
rcr, 
The Lord be our daily m—_ 


Chriſta i, 
dire&ion, bleſſing, comfort, and 
protection for cuer. 


Y deare friend and brother 

in him, whos not aſhamed 
to call ys brethren, I cannot but ſa- 
lute you, and let you heare how it 
1s with me : for I know, my lines 
cannot come to you more {oone 
then welcome. was ſcarcealighted 
from my horſe, but an aguith di- 
ſtemper did ſeize on me , and fol- 
low me in manner of an Heticke, 
to which'T haue a habitude , enen 
in my beſt health. Beſide, I haue 
" bcenetroubled withſuchan inflam- 
mation of ſome. of thoſe imteriora 
vi/cera, thatI could not fleepe two 
houres , .but .extremuty of inward 
heates would awaken me. In which 
kind I went ſome fine-weeks , but 
now I thank Gogd,my body;though 
alittle-more bettered , is ih ſuch 
ſtate as formerly it hath beene. For 
my ſoule,I ſtill go-on.in yeeres and 
months of labour, according as m 


Lord-hatlt meafurcd.! 1 feele ſuc 
| 1810- 
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ignorance of God and all his waies, 
ſo many p_ toward me , ſuch 
folly, which keepeth me from ta- 
king any thingto heart , which re- 
ſpecteth God , or concerneth my 
{ks ſuch vncircumciſion of hearr, 
which maketh me that I cannot be 
holily poore and abiet, though 
conſcious of innumerable motiues, 
paſt, preſent, imminent, which 
might moue me thereto: Laſtly, I 
feele ſuch a Selfe-ſtfficiency , as 
will not let me perceiue what need 
I haue of my God robe with mee, 
for quickning, ſtrengthening,com- 
forting , directing , proſpering of 
me in my courfe,though this breath 
of our noſtrils, is not more neceſſa- 
ry to the being and continuing of 
this bodily life, then is his bleſſed 
preſence, tothecaufing and main- 
taining of alkour comfort... Theſe 
things doe renew: their -affault on 
me cuery day, and notwithſtand! 

I renew dayly my endeauor again 
them , yet I-cannot recouer-fueh 
lupplic of grace, as ſhould make 
me. 
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me walke. more at large this way. 
But hard leffonsare not eaſily lear. 
ned. 
Sometime. finding ſmall effe+, 
T am ready to thinke, my iabour 1s 
in vaine, butthen I conſider, allis 
not in vaine whoſe efte& doth pre- 
ſently appeare : -ſeede1s long time 
ſowne Vive harueſt. - Secondly, 
ſtrength ſpirituall doth expell ſpi- 
rituall corruption, as ſtrength na- 
eurallſicke humors. Strength natu- 
rall, iFit bee in fulneſſe, it doth /i- 
nl &- ſemel purge out that matter 
which is contrary to 1t: but if it be 
in mediocritie , it doth expell ſo 
farre, that though ſicke matter ſtill 
remaine, yet it 15 lightened,and be- 
commeth more tollerabletonature. 
Neither is eating and drinking in 
vaine,becauſe we cannot ſo refreſh 
our {clues,but that hunger will ſtill 
returne on vs. Sometime the fami- 
liarity of it, doth make me read 
to paſſe by it, not mooued at a 
againſt it ; euen as things offenſiue 
to nature at fir, grow by _ 


j 
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leſſe grieuous. But flie to God, 
who hath promiſedtoputallenmi- 
ty 1n vS againſt the ſeed of the Ser- 
pent, which we finde to remaine 
within vs; I ſay to my Chriſt , as 
thou doeſt reach me this cup, like. 
a daily dietdrinke,ſomake it whol- 
{ome tome. Sometime yyearineſle 
doth ſurprize me: then I thinke of 
Iſracl, amongſt whoſetemprations, 
one was from the le of the 
way ,cuen wearinefle of wandring. 
I looke to Chriſt, and pray himto 
ſtrengthenme , that I may follow 
the March, that I may follow him 
witherſocuer he leadcth.. Then [ 
thinke,when are men weary(being 
refreſhed with ſleepe ) to reſume 
their carthly affaires;l ſay withmy 
ſelfe, for what doeſt thou keepe me? 


for whatdoeſt thou refreſh me? O 


my Shepheard , thou haſt no other 
wooll nor milke from me! Againe, 
I conſider how dangerous 1t 1sto 
intermit, i when 1 the moſt 
feruent indeauors: I find itenough 
to walke weakely , what would 
become 
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becomeof me, were theſe negle- 
ed?Lord,cnlarge my heart withthy 
ftrength,that 1 may ſuffer hardſhip 
like a good Souldicr ,, without 
fhrinking at it.I thinke-you know 
the like things in deadnefſe , bur 
feare not, norfaint not, though we 
beto that life of his, like as coldc 
water and drie aſhes are to heatc, 
in whichnaturally, heatecan neucr 
be fixed , yet whenour God hath 
prooued our faith and patience,he, 
who calleth the things thatarenor, 
as if they were , he who calleth 
light out of darkeneſſe, will im- 
print in our Soules,and make theſe 
thingsas fixed poſſeſſions with vs, 
which now like lightenings are 
not more {oone manifeſted , then 
vaniſhed:His forbearance is but till 
the fitteſt tune for him-to giue it, 
and vs to recciue it;the Lord make 
vs,.in the meane while, of vnder- 
ſtanding hearts. 

We in outward: things wiſh to 
be cured rather ſecurely then ſpee- 
dily , neither would we haue Sum- 
mer 
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mer in Winter , for the Winter 1s 
as neceflary for the rooting of 
things , as the Summer to make 
things ſhoote forth with fruit ſini- 


lingly. 
Yours in Chriſtian affection, 
Paul Bayne. 


A A Y deare Friend , the heere- 
ſay of your welfare 1s to me 
moſt welcome. was ſorry thatmy 
letter miſcarryed, but there can be 
no defect in any inftrument, which 
doth not. cadere [ub eleftionem ſupre-s 
mi artifics. It the fruit of our body G 
proue abortiue,we praiſe him, how 
much more muſt wee ſanctihe his 
wiſe prouidence,when the like caſe 
falleth out but in aletter, which 1s 
ſuch a birth of the mind , as may. 
by a ſecond conception be framed 
againewith aduantage? I did write 
vnto you ſome things concerning 
my owne eſtate , how I found my 
heart in my viſitation , what was 
my 
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my pra&ice,cuento compaſle thoſe 
wals of darknes which I diſcerned 
in myſclfe, and in filence and reſt 
to waite on my God for his faluati- 
on in the downfall of them. 1 count 
It 1mpextinent to rub vp my me- 
mory iriregard of that, I this way 
diſcourfed though in the circum- 
ſtances I then vied , it did beſeeme 
my condition,and would haue reli- 
{hed well to your vnderſtanding. 
Alſecond branch of my letter con- 
cerned your {elfe , 2nd this vncom- 
fortable deadneſſe which againe 
you mention , the heads whereof 
-E will labour to recall as I may, 
though I cannot reach that ſtraine 
in which I found my ſelfe when I 
indited the former. 

About this deadnefle of ſpirit, 
I did conſider two things. Firſt, 
the reaſons for which God did 
let it hang about vs. Secondly, the 
courſe we were to take againſt 1t. 
The Lord doth it for many good 
ends. 1. That it may be a ſpurre in- 
citing vs to goe forthto hum, who 
is 
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isthe quickning ſpirit , that thus 
we might experimentally finde the 
-quickning vertue of Chriſt, who 
dothlighten our eyes,and bring vs 
out of theſe fits, to feele our ſclues 
aliue before him , could we thirſt 
after the liuing God , did we not 
{uffer this defe& of life. Men ſeeke 
not thoſe things abroad , which 
they are full of at home. Henceir 
is, that when God will bring vsto 
himſelfe, as the foundation of this 
-or that good, which he would com- 
municate, he doth follow vs with 
experience of the contrary 1n our 
ſclues, that being confcions how it 
iswith vs, wee might flie to him 
who is All-ſufficient.. Againe, we 
cannot experimentally know God 
to be in Chriſt a quickning ſpirit, 
ſhould we not feele an intercourſe 
of his death,anda powerfull expul- 
ſing of ir from his vertue working 
in vs. The more often _— 
growing into paine , 1s E y 
Phyſicke, the more experimentally 
he ſeeth the arte of '/us MM 
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and benefit of Medicine. Thirdly, 
we hauethis remainder of death, 
that we may better-conſider of our 
naturall eſtate , how of our ſelues 
we are wholly eſtranged from the 
life of God: for what wee remaine 
in part, that weare wholly by na- 
ture. 

Fourthly,that we mightthe bet- 
ter helpe others 1n this temptatt- 
ON. 
Fiftly , that we mighttaſte our 
life more ſweetly , and preſcrue it 
more carcfully: we find with plea- 
ſure that we ſceke with patne.S1xt- 
ly,that we may know, and teach o- 
thers how they muſt depend on 
God for the conſidering and moo- 
uing of their grace daily , as well 
for the being and firſt producing of 
it. Laſtly, that we may be led into 
the knowledge of our owne hearts, 
whether that worke 1s in them 
which will ftriue for lite , as eucry 
thing that hath life, will ſtruggle 
to part with it, or vwhether they 
vylll paſle itouer A 

OTile 


. 
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ſlothfully.” Certainely if vvuemarke 
the vvorking or our ſpirits, and 
courſe of God in ſuch an cuill law, 
* vvewall learne out of it manifold 
| vviſedome. Now for the courſe 
' vrearetotake, 1t itandeth, firſt, 
in reſoluing to encounter this dif- 
caſe,then in praiſing that we may 
be clearcd of it:: the diuell vvill be 
ready if we ſtirre this vvay to ſerue 
a Superſedeas , ſometime by ſugge- 
ſting that'the nature of this isno 
| ſuch rhingas may not be borne, 1t 


doth not vvaſt the conſcience, but 
' {uchfooliſh patients, who will not 
venients occurrere morbo , they at 
length, are paid home-with paine, 
 ſomuchthe more, by how much 
they haue-the longer delayed. In 
; the body, leta man notexpcll the 
| ſuperfluity nature hath contracted, 
the quantity or acrimonie of-it wal 
| ſo increaſe, that he ſhall be forced 
* tocometoit with more paine , or 
| there will bee bred- on him ſome 
 painefull ſicknes. Let vs ſtrive to 
y cxpell cucry 'ſach matter in our 
S :- ſoules, 
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foules, we ſhall find it true in ſoules 
as wellas bodies,Retentio excremen- 
torum eft parens morbs. 

Secondly , it vv1ll be ſuggeſted, 
vvhy, ſtriue vvithit as vve vvill, it 
vvill returne: Doe we ceaſe tocate 
daily and refreſh nature , becauſe 
hunger and faintnefle doe {till re- 
turne vpon v$? Is it not a benefitto 
be caſed for the preſent , to keepe 
downe ancnemy,to dothat vvhich 
vve know vv1ll at length bringto 
perfect health, though vve cannot 
torth of hand be fully cured?Some- 
time vve thinke, it isnot vvell it 
ſhould be thus , but imployments 
vvall not let mee turne to it as 1 
vyould, vve could finde in heart t9 
deale vvithit, but that vve cannot 
vvhile it. Bnt vvill a man not be at þ 
leifare to take Phyſicke for hisbo- | 
dy? What is vvorthy our time, if 
our ſoules life may not haue it af- 
foorded ? Againe, time isnot loſt 
which is ſpentthis way , for God 
doth attend the time we ſpend at- 


ter conflicting , with greater _ 
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_ knowledge we 
gather, ſo that it becommeth affe- 
Qionate and pracicall, beſide the 
wiſedome which is to be learned, 
from obſeruing the working of 
your ſoule vnder ſuch a temptati. 


'-on. But when you haue repelled 


ſuch like ligatures , by which the 
Diucll would hinder the will from 
reſoluing reſiſtance , in the next 
place , you muſt encounter this 
deadly paſſion by ſuch a conſtant 
courſe as may free you from 1t. 

flanderh chiefly in a 
threefold practice. For,as we firſt 
ripen 2nd prepare matters, thatthe 
medicine may carry them away 
more eaſily, Medicandum eſt concottss 
nn crudzs,05c.S0 here,you mult la- 
bour to hold your thoughts, and 


| ponder ypon thiseuill, conſidering 
what it isinitſelfe, what cffects it 


hath for preſent , what itthreat- 
neth, ſhould not grace preuent. 

In the next place, you maſt rake 
downe the medicine ; lay hold on 
Chriſt , your life and quicknance. 
H Your 
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Your third practice muſt be to 
take a walke in ſome words of pro. 
7 miſe thisway , which agllation of 
your ſoule doth ſtirre vp the ſuper. 
naturall heate of faith ( as motion 
doth the naturall )by which meanes Þ} 
wee” come to feele our medicine Þ; 
worke,Chriſt ſhew himſelfe. more F 


and more effecuall. To ſet you Þ; 


downe in briefe anexample; thus I 
concod the thing, meditation pre- 
paring, Good Lord,whata ſtate is 
-his,whata bed-rid diſpoſition doth 
hang about mee! were- my- body 
1nanapoplexic, were Iidead butof 
one ſide,it would goe neere me: but 
to hane my ſoule thus benummed, 
that I can neither find comfortable 
ſenſe or motion in it toward things 
ſpirituall, how much-more ſhould 
it affect me? Whar-ener Iſet vpon, 
it is preſertt with me,it maketh my 
dutics as diſtaſtfill in themſelues 
to thee , as deaded drinke to the 
ſtomacke : -it' keeperh - mee! from 
comfort for the preſent :- and what 
doth it not threaren\,-if thy mercy 

ſhould 
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| ſhould not preuent2yea it is{o much 
the more dangerous, by how much 
.more connaturall, for I carmortake 
* inthis lcepe, and thoughit be {o 
| deadly, yetamno whitaffrighted. 
' Þ2. Alas, what ſhall I doe? To thee I 
| Flooke, Lord, whobiddeſtvsawake, 
 Pand promiſeſt to lighton-our 'eyes 
from this miſtofdeath, with whith 
they are ouerſhadowed, to thee 


" who art the life andquickning ſp1- 

rittorhee,in whom; as 2 roote,my * 
ife is hid. How long ſhall T liue in 

'« Night and complaine of darkencile? 

* FHow'long ſhall 'Tbeo:withinthee: 

1 he fountaine of life,and feekedeaths 

" Wocumberſonic tome? 'The'ftron- 


xr workth onthat whith/is. wet- 
7, ſpcranddottraſſimilateir.co nfalſe] 
_ Whgiſplay thy ſtrengehland-make 
" Wis death /flic before thee from 
1 Forth of thy membet{(z.24voning of 
be ark, ''T&'18 thy! will our hearts: 
* Would liuexwho ſteke thee yearthar 
ſhould have tife/abvundaraly,” 

{ou haſt ſaid,come to meatid your 
© Feats ſhall liney thou haſt promi- 
mink Hs {ed 
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ſed vs, that we, ſhall ſodrinke of 
thy Spirit,that it ſhall low from vs 
abundantly. O ſtrengthen me,thou | 
author and finiſher of taith,to hold | 
thee the rocke;till I ſee theſe waues Þ 
of death,as it were , . breake them. Þ 
ſclues,and paſſe away-. 
In ſuch like pratice I have 
.often found this addow of death 
lying before me, 1 haue always} 
found a peaccable reſt , expecting 
9 enlargment moxeconfidently;when 
T haue not found' it cafing me for Y 
the preſent,yet it hath diſpoſed me 
to receiue quicknance afterward,as 
coſtiue bodies, though they have} 
not alwayes eaſement when they 
offer ,, yetithe offer doth. facilirate 
the courſe, and:dj{poſe the bodyto 
caſement after F $4. ic 
Thus: out of .Joue I hauea lit 


| 


Chriftcan"Tatters. 
Ys, you may thinke mee a5. 
graue rather,in whom/all your 

kindnefſes are buried,then a thank- 
7 fulfriend, to whom whoſo giuerh, 
UB (elleth dearel they fay,fo commo- 
dious tothe donor the (thing proo- 
7 neth, which was freely beſtowed. 
| Neuertheleſſe, your wiſedome and 
| love wil not, dare fay, iudge oucr- 
{ haſtily vpon apparance ; knowing 
well;that as'there may bea ſhew of 
good, yea godlines, where there is 
not the ſubſtance and power : 10 
there may bea ſemblance of euill, 
euen of ynthankefulneſle, where 
yet the vice it ſelfe doth not har- 
bour. Your Nephewes laſt viſiting 
fois was hid from me , till about 

-time the night before he tooke 
his tourney ; aflure your ſelfe , I 
could nothane beene prinie ro his 
purpoſe, without ſetting my pen 
to paper , 'though -I am none of 
the forwardeſt about this errad. 
I doe remember all your loue , ſo 
-doth hee alſo who is moſt appre- 
henfine of what isdone to him in 
H 3 his 


VS} 
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7 his: children and-members., The 
vie in Spaire a ;powerfull Gel | 
to this purpoſe, that Who ſo wi. | 
peth the childes noſe ;; kiſſeth the 1o. 


flcesdone to their children : how | 
then ſhall not hee accept of all ſuch 
duty ay is doneto him 4n his chil. 
dren,whole loue is {uchto his, that F 
the wombe-lone of the: tendereſt 
mother is farce inferiour., For my Þ 
felfe , I cannot (hew ;you any 
thankefull remembrance of you, | 
better thcn by.remembring you in 
thoſe duties, which though 'they 
moſt concerne;ys, yet we arc molt 
lſubic& to be. forgerfull in them. 
Worldly , wiſedome doth teach 
men to ſee the benefit of health 
and wealth, yea ,.to.haue {agacity 
fos ſeeing _ neede- they may 
come to , . when wee haue jo ma- 
ny good husbands ,: ſecing theſe 
outward things , and- prouiding 
againſt araynic day , that noeuent 
may take them vnprouided , a 
| or 
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Lord make- vs wiſe to ſce the 
true wealth and- health of our ſpi- 


rits for the preſent, and to pre- 


pare for our comfort againſt ſich 


' times wherein the Lord ſhall tric 
vs. I will commune with you a- 


bout theſe points, as God ſhall 
inable. Men,who would gather an 
earthly treaſure , worldly wealth, 


muſt firſt make{ure that their pen- 


ny be good filuer , that the things 
which they deale 1n,be matters of 
worth : for counterfeit falſe com- 
modities heaped vp , deſerue not 
to bee called wealth. or treaſure : 
and what is the wiſedome of hea- 
uenly marchants,but to ſeeke good 
pearles, right for their kinde: true 
faith , ac as purifieth the heart, 


true repentance ſuch as is accom- 


panied with change in heart , in 
conuerſion: true ſanifying grace, 
ſach as maketh the heart honeſt : 
true fruits of righteouſneſſe , ſuch 
as are through the helpe of 
Chriſt tothe glory of God, theſe 
are things that make a man yeal- 

ot H 4 thie 
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thie indeed, true faith, laying hold 
on the vnſearcheable riches of 
Chrift, onall Gods ſpeciall promi.. 
ſes, which more inrich the ſoule þ 
thar getteththem , then bonds of 

thouſands doe perſons who poſ- 
ſeſſe them. True repentance, 1t doth 
get an acquittance and full releaſe 
from God of all our debts, and 
doth make vsnoleſle happy,thena 
OD nierns eff doth him who is ſub- 
ict to great and dangerous Aac- 
counts. That grace which maketh 
the heart honeſt without hypo- 
Crifie, thatisnoſmall wealth ; for 
cull mendoe reckontheir —_— 
and pledges lying in pawne, for 
wankins, Ky —_ of their ſub- 
ſtance. Finally,thoſe works which 
come from righteouſheſle , and 
are ſincerely directed to Gods 
glory, way frag as It 1s 
weaith to hauc done ſuch a thing 
amongſt men , to which great 
honour and liuingisadiudged. E- 
uenas mony fetcheth euery carth- 


ly thing that heart can __, 
c 
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theſe are currant coyne -in hea» 
nen , .cuen to; procure what-cuer - 
wecan with , that 1s good for vs ; 
when Chriſt ſaw but -one of theſe 
in that woman of Canday, O wo- 
man (faith hee) great isthy faith, 
bee 4t tothee- as thou art pleaſed. 
Wherefore , deare Sr, labour for 
theſe precious things: all 1s not 
gold chat liſters ; let vs imitate 
the wiſe of this world, the mony 
they hoord vp to make a treaſure, 
chey will fec 1t ſhall. be right Bul- 
lion, yea that itſhall not bee clip- 
ped and waſhed , but of full 
waight : finally , that it ſhall haue 


the Kingsinſcription.:Let vs looke 


that our grace be right, without a- 


nypredominate finne intermedled, 


which would bee-as a flic in our 
{wcet oyntments : let vs take care ' 
our works be goad for the obtet, 
be full, and though, not comming . 
by halfes from vs:Finally,that they 
te ſincere, haningthe glory of God 
as- an inſcription ſftamped- vpon 
them from our hearts; thus they 
H 5: ſhall 
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fall not deceine vs, but ſtand with 

© vs, asa treature mualueable. A ſe. 
-cond thing I mark in getting earth. 
ly treaſures 1s , that there mult be 

a daily diligent adding vnto , and 
augmenting that wherwith we firſt 
began. Though a man hath good 
gold and filuer by him, - till he 
ath it in ſome quantity, hee is'not 


ſaidto be rich , or to haue treaſure 
ſtored by him. Thus it is with vs; 
Rome was not built in a day , menare 
all their dayes in. getting together 
-a more compleat treaſure. hus we 


Chriſtians, though from our fir(t 
beleeuing we . haue vnſearcheable 
riches, yer, .if we ſpeake compari- 
tively, we haue not that-wealth and 
conſummate treaſure , which we 
come afterwards vnto, when now 
we haue wel runne on-in that race 
which is {ct before ys. Wherefore 
giuediligence toincreaſe your gr1a- 
ces, wb God of mercy hath begun: 
Let the righteous be.more righte- 
-ous , the holy more holy. If our 
grace be true,there will bea further 
| acceſle. 
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acceſſe of grace : Wealth goeth to 
wealth, euenas ones do toa ſtone- 
heape, alreadie mounted. Where- 
fore,let vs-cuery day draw one Line 
this way : let vs count that an vn- 
profitable day , wherein wee haue 
not ſomething laboured with.our 
hearts for the fuller apprehenſion 
of our {innes dwelling in vs; that fo 
poucrtie of ſpirit may dwell more. 
and more. in vs, wherein wee haue 
not ſomewhat enforced: our hearts 
to ſtay themſelues on the Lord and 
his precious promuſes; whereln we 
haue not called'on our ſoules,to put 
themſclues forth in more thankfull 
— of rhar loue, 
fuhfulnefle,& patience, which-we 
ſee do follow vsday by day. Finally, 
wherein wee get not ſomething 
done,which may be as a good foun- 
dation, and further our reckoning, 
whe we ſhal be accountant to God. 
Were muſt beeno more. weary of 
this, then: earthly hasbands are of 
reſutning their buſineſſes : the 
ſivectneſie-' and peace of thoſe 
wayes 
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awaye@thould affet vs. Looke as 
men firlt , while poucrtie doth 
pinchthem,they ſeeke wealth with 
much gricteand anxietic: but when 
once they haue gotten well about 
them ; then, fleſhed with the fruir 
of their former labour,they make a 
playof following the World,to the 
encreaſe of their ſubſtance : for 
they ſecke not ſo much out of in- 
digencie , as out of a complacencic 
and delight which they finde 1n 
their poſſeſſions. Thus wee Chri- 
ſtians, when once we haue attained 
ſome firſt-fruites this way , wee 
ſhould with delight follow on to 
-perteftion. A thitd praftice , by 
which worldly wealthcommeth 1n, 
1s a carefull retaining what 1s once 
7 gotten. Good Rents,with little or 
no expence,are the ſureſt Alchymic 
that cuer was found out : whereas 
let in-commings be neuer ſo large, 
one backe-doorc, not looked vnto, 
may bring the whole houſe to ru- - 
ine. Wherefore we muſt take heed 
*o&f all ſach things which waſte and 


EX» - 
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excinguiſh grace ina manner , g1- 
uing place to finne, ſoas to yeeld 
to 1t, and lye downe vnder it. O- 
therwiſe , hee that ſtumbles, and 
comes not downe,gets ground: the 
trippings of Gods children , in 
which they. recouer themſclues , 
bring them on with greater aduan. 
tage. Againe, we mult take heede 
of dead companies, of formall per- 
formanccs , which are a Peale to- 
Bed-ward. Finally, of running our 
ſclues into protets of vvorldly 
pompe and profits, which are the 
common Clad of grace. , 
Whoſe heart (almoſt ) haue not - 
theſe Thornes ouer-growne ? Thus - 
you ſee how we may by the World 
lezrne a way to thriue in the' beſt 
Wealth. NowlI come tothe latter 
paint of preparation, whereby wee 
may be able to:ſtand in the houre of 

Tryall. Inthis I will bee. ſhorter, | 
my Pen being run forth beyond my 
purpoſe.in the former. The lon- 
geſt dayes haue nught at length en- 
tring: yea,there is nowinde which 
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may not blowe raine , if G OD 
be ſo pleaſed. Eſtates which hauc 
the longeſt periods of proſperity, 
are at length exerciſed ; and there 
i15no condition ſo ſure and peace- 
able, but may turne tempcſtuous 
on the ſudden , ſhould nor God be 
more gracious. Wherefore let vs 
be appointed and fitted for cuery 
-cuent. Preparing for warre mail1- 
taincth peace : wearing a weapon 
makes not vs the ſooner {ce on,nay 
it prevents this danger, and makes 
vs : ready to defend our ſelues , 
when at any time wee are aflailed. 
Now this practice chiefely ſtan- 
dcth in theſe three things. Firlt,in 
getting a..ſpirituall. ſagacitie , by 
which.our foules doe diſcerne a- 
forchand , - what kind of enents 
they may be ſubie& vnto, in this 
yale of teares. Nature by inſtin& 
giveth vnto reaſonable creatures 
a facultie , which makeththem a- 
forehand apprehenſiue ..of - that 
which is ready tocnſfue. Thewiſe- 


dome which 1s from aboue , ma- 
keth 


ST 2 0 OS SS 22090 5» ww”, 3©SS we 


—_ MG _ W_ —_ = 1 ww a I 


Chriſtian Letters. 
keth rhe Lords Children ſenſible 
inlike kind, thatas ob, ſothey in 
their greateſt calme fore-ſee how 
Gods hand may change, for the 
exerciſe of them. The ſecond part 
of practice ſtandeth inthis, inlear- 
ning by due conſiderations , how 
warting we are 1n wiſedome”, and 
weake 1n ſtrength , which maketh 
able to ſtand when God tryeth. 
The third thing 1s flying to God 
by faith, and holding him, as who 
hath beene, 1s,. and muſt bee for c- 
uer of all onr ſaluation, looking to 
Chriſt. the author and finiſher of 
our faith , who hath recciued his 
commandement of his Father , 
that hee ſhould not onely call vs, 
and bring vs into ſtate of grace , 
but alſo raiſe vs vp at the laſt day, 
who is that great God our Sautour, 


_ that will keepe his from cuery e- 


uill worke, to his heauen!y- king. . 
dome. Now,when we-thus hang or. - 
God againſt all events , weare inz 
{trong Tower., whereiw the gates 
of hell ſhall not be able to hurt vs, 

| much - 
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much leſſe to preuaile againſt vs, 
18 God doth ſet vs to ſchoole vnto the 
Conies, that of them wee might 
learne this Leſſon: They area weake 
timorous creature ; yet being.con- 
ſcious of their weakeneſle , they 
worke themſelues Holdes in thc 
Earth , and. Burrowes , whereto 
they may retire for ſhelter ; and 
though they goe forth ſometimes, 
yet euer and anon rhey returne to 
their Holdes. Oh,ſfo muſt wee, in 
conſcience of our weakenefle,. by 
faich worke our ſelues: into the 
Rocke, Chriſt Ieſus : and though 
ſometimes wee are abroad , as it 
were, 1n many other matters , yet 
wee muſt ſtill returne , and renew 
our belecte toward him. 


Y beloued Friend, and Chri- 
ſtian Brother, I am-glad to 
heare of your ſafe returne. If my 
Sonne goe on, ſctring his heart to 
get Learning, I will ſet my heart, 
to procure him all due encourage- 

ment in {o good a courſe. . Con- 
—_ erning 


_— 


( 


Chriſtian Letters. 
cerning the change of your eſtate, . 
it is with our ſoules as with our 7 
bodies, euery Age hath ſeuerall 
Diſeaſes; and we ſee,as our diſpo= 
litions and the. Seaſons varie., ſo 
there isa ſucceſſion of diuers Sick- 
nefles accordingly. Our new birth 
being conceiued and bred in faith, 
pertectly formed in holinefſe, wee 
arc viually firſt aſlayled in that 
which 1s fd in nature begotten in 
VS; I haue ſeldome marked temp- 
tation in both theſe kinds at once ; - 
God ſo mercifully diſpoſing, that 
two ſo great Sickneſſes ſhould not 
-bee found complicate : .For who.. 
could ſtand vnder- them , combi- 
ned 2 Againe, Choler can hardly 7 
' cauſe any hot kinde of Sickneſle, 
while there is ſtore of bloud and 
wateriſh humors bridling of it: for 
theſe are frenum b1l:s : 10 our vi- 
holineſſe, while wee are exerciſed. 
with doubtings of Gods grace, 
cannot mooue; aswhen all 1s quiet, 
this very trouble cauſing my Faith- 
confli&, is fremm —— 
a 
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and doth per /e interrupt the at, | 

though it cannot expell the habit | 
being conſidered by it ſelfe. Wher. 
fore though you find the winde 
gone into another corner , your 
{piritrall nakednefle now molt to 
moleſt you :- and though you toge- 
ther- obſerue , that you are not fo 
.apprehenſiue of ſogreat an euil! as 
you ought , yet haue youno cauſe, 
but to goe on peaceably,looking to 
that Prince of peace, who will giue 
-thee peace of ſanfificaticn in the 

-quict fruit of righteouſhes, as he | 
hath the peace of juſtification, 
which ſometimes in ſome degree 
you wanted: For the firſt we muſt 
make accountour exerciſes wil run 
ina circle , the ending of one will 
begin another, till God hath by 
many thiugs ſuthciently prooued 
vs, that in our latter ends he may 
3doe vs good. Fiſhermen muſt not 
make dainty of cold water , nor 
Chriſtias to meet withtheſe caſes. 
Secodly,you muſt mark how gently 
God doth bring on your tryall this 
way , 


ſceke anſiyerably to bee ſupplied. 
Y 
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way, making you rather to diſco- 
wer deteft and want of righteoul- 
nefſe;,then to feele thoſe lawes of e- 
uill, and mouings of grieuous ſins, 
the root whereof doth ſticke in 
your nature. To want health, ands 
doe enery naturall action feebly , 1s 
a gricfe, but to feele ſharpe. fits of 
ſome painetull diſeaſes more grie- 
nous. Thirdly, ſhould wee not be 
trained thus by experience to ſee 
that we are a Tohn & Bohx, a true 
Spirituall - Chaos of emptines and 
deformitie, we could not be poore 
in ſpirit , follow CHRIST as 
who- is made of G OD our ſan- 
Aification,, that is, -our ſanifer:. 
wee could not comfort others in 
this ſtate , nor taſte our owne 
happineſſe ſweet in that degree, 
wherein wee ſhall doc after theſe 
things experienced of vs.; Now 
though you doe not feele this my- 
ltexic, and take it to- heart as you 
deſire, yet this doth but further 
open- our defect , that wee may 


Ve 
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We are not more emptie of grace, 
then by nature carel&ſe to hauc 
any : we would let it Iyeas a ret- 
fuſe rhing, ſhould not God inſpire 
vs with new deſires, to ſeeke after 
'it. Againe, as a fooliſh carelef- 
nefle, fo a ſpirituall loth poſleſſeth 
vs, that cauſeth'vs to be content a 
little better with caſe,than plentie, 
: which commeth with any great 
trauaile. But what of this? When 
I ſeeit, I tell it all to God , ſuing 
to him, that the more I ſee miſeric 


abounding , the more his mercie | 


may abound alſo. I looke to him, 
who as he hath called me to ſanQi- 
fication with an operatiue calling, 
ſo he muſt bring me to that happie 
eſtate, as who is Jchonab,my ſanci- 
fer. I learne ina word,this worke 
will neuer goe forward, ſhould not 
God in me, as he hath begun it, ſo 
goe 0n1n it , ſanifying mee tho- 
row-out. Againe,though I loue to 
ſearch vnto the quicke, yet there is 
ſome reaſon,why hatred and griete 
ſhould not ſo mooue in this eſtate, 
as 


NY _—  ——— 


- el 


Ehriftian Leiter: 


as when ſinfull paſſions come to 
ſtirre 1n our members,and leade vs 
captiue. For,looke as nature,while 
ſuch matter doth but in ſome de- 
gree cauſe a Cachexie , and make 
her worke feebly and imperfealy 
in all ſhe worketh.; Nature, I fay, 
is not ſo ſenſible here,nor doth not 


-beſtirre her ſelte, as when ſome 4- 


cute ſickneſſe doth heauily affli& : 
ſo it 1s cuen with grace inthe ſoule; 
4t cannot be in that meaſure appre- 
henſiue in this ſtate, wherein it ra-. 
ther findeth it ſelfe to lacke ſome 
degrees of health it would haue, 
thanto be infected with intolerable 
ſickneſſe. But the truth is,let {inne 


doe what it will, wee cannot hate 


it of our ſelues ;- but as by nature 
wee loue our ſelues; ſo,that ſinfull 
1mage; which is by nature propa= 

ated in vs. Some Saints haue 

ound this ; who hauing beene mo- 
leſted many yeeres with ſome cor- 
ruptions; neuertheleſſe haue tound, 
that at ſame times they haue; not 


beene able, to. looke. toward them 
with 
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withdifpleaſure.I had thonght,ne- 
-ner cockering mother could take 
that at achildes hand , which wee 
pur vp and ſuffer from our luſts : 
but withall , I haue karned to icc 
that promiſe, and hold Chriſt to 
that purpoſe , 1' will put enmity 
(ſaith God )betweene dy ſeed and 
the ſeed of the woman'; betwixt 
Chriſt, and thatlife of his in all his 
members, and the multitude of re- 
-probates,and that life of Satan (for 
firine may bee. called his image) 
which-is not onely in them- who 
are hisfeede, butin vs alſo ,- till 
by Chriſt it be ſubdued ; ſhould 
not God blow vp his gracc ſo far, 
we could not feele enmitie again{t 


this ſeed of ſinne, which Satan hath' 


ſowed in vs. .Whercfore be not 
carefull in any thing z'- but- that 
there creepe not vpon-you a deſpt- 
ſing of lefler' things= for if little 
things be not dealt with; Cod will 
make greaterlooke ing)which will 
cattſe vs'more /cxexcile. Happy: 1s 


that mart who-doth wdcale: with: 


things 


; 
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things betime , hbouring to feele 


them grieuous , looking to Chriſt 
his helper againſtthem. That man 
isa ſtrange Chriſtian, what-cuer 
he may thinke,though his ſtrength 


| may bee afflicted that hee cannot 


teele 1t great ; yet vires afj#e and, 


' wires proſtrate are much difterent.. 


Againe , hee thall ſcape much 


difeaſement by his tunely reſi- 


ſtance. Let any man of great 
ſtrength haue ſome ſupertluity. of 


matter tending to ſicknes, he doth 


betime expell 1t by 1umperceiuca- 


| blefiweates, arother calic wayes : 


| 


Lefler ſtrength Jetteth it iye till it 


* bee ponderous aud of acrimony , 
| and ſome way more. gricuouſly 
+ offendeth , and then 1t doth more 


3a 


paincfully vpward and downe- 


| ward drive 1t forth . The wea- 
| keſt ſtrength of all, feeles it ſelfe 


oppreſſed , and till holpen by ſome 
medicine, cannotexpell, and then 
doth it painefully. and in part one- 


{ ly: the more irength:, 'the ſooner 


1s a thing coutrary- to =_ 
expel- 


Chriſtian Letters. p 

- expelled ; the ſooner , the leſle 
painefullyalwayes. Well,the Car. 
rier doth ſtay for my Letter, I muſt 

be ſhort. 


Yours in brotherly affeQion, | 
Pant Bayne. | 


M: louing Friend , though I [3 
| winter not faſt by you, as | 
heretofore , yet I haue you in re- | 
-membrance; for,caten bread ſhould |5 
not be forgotten. I thinke my ſelfe 
much indebted to you, for the louc 

I receiued from you ; and though 

JI muſt ſtill ride behinde, I mcauc, 
come ſhort, in regard-of requitall, 
yet I will not be wanting in thank- 
tull confeſling of Kkindnefle fore- F 
paſſed. It is with thanketulneſle 
as with loue, 1t will creepe when 
4t cannot goe. I hope you neglect 
not your, beſt Marchandize , the 
Xecking thoſe Pearles which will 
make your.ſoule rich before God. F 
That Marchant, World-ward, is1n 


{mall 


—— a «e@DO wa. 


2 no meanes whereby to compalte 
2» thecarthly good whichthey deſire, 
# whereas others who haue them, 
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ſmall account, who neither hath. 
ware nor money : Inlike eſtate are- 
Chriſtians , who trading in the 
militant Church, haue no part nor 
portion in the heauenly and true 
treaſure. It is athing full of confu- 
ſton, and very vnhappy to be with- 
out earthly poſſeſſions. Hence it js, 
that men in this taking, they hang 


* downe the head, whenthey hauc 


carry their noſes into the winde, 
haue all that heart can with, they 
Icſenolonging. Thus what ſhal be 
their confuſion who are not richin 


| faith and repentance, the only cur- 
| rant coyne which doth goe with 
 God,& fetch down what=-cuer hea- 
| uenly bleſſing we can deſire. Wher- 
| fore in licu of all yourloue, let mee 


exhort you, fir{t, to labour more & 
more for true grace. Sccondly, to 


| vie it and increaſe it daily. Thirdly, 
| to watch againſt all {ſuch things, 


which may (like a backe dore) im- 
I payre 
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payre and waſted it. For the firlt ; 
the wiſe Marchant doth ſecke for 

good pearles, ſuch as are right in 
their kinde : an /»dia» Diamond & 

a Briftow Stone looke alike, bur dit- 
fer much inthe iudgement uf a cun- 

ning Lapidiſt : No man can gather 
2 treaſure , vnleſlc hee ſelect that 

which is precious: a maſſe of coun- 
ters are-not to bce counted a trea- 
ſure.Secke then that knowledge of 
Chriſt which may make youput off 
the old man, ſo to know God asa 
Child knoweth his father, with an 
affetiue property which doth y- 
nite the heart to him: fo to belecue 
that you may feele your heart pur- 
gedthrough faith, ſo to doecuery 
worke of righteouſneſſe, that you 
may feele your telte enabled to.it, 

through Chriſt,and finde that your 
ſoule directs it to Gods glory : for 
as that money onely is Treaſure, 
whichis of right Bullion , that is 

good Mctall,, and hath the Kings 

inſcription; So that worke one- 
ly wil make a true Aoonry 
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and good foundation , whichpro- 
ceedeth from Chriſt, dwelling in 
vs through faith, and is directed to 
G OD, by which meanes it'1s 
ſtamped,asit were,withhis Image; 
For the ſecond ; As you maſt. get 
theſc things,ſoyoumuſt trade with 
them, ſecke their encreaſe : he that 
husbands his ſtocke; ſhall haue 
more. Mcnare long gatherers be- 
fore they hauec etrhand treaſure. 
So Chriſtians,” though on the firſt 
belceuing they. receme” vnlearch- 
able riches, yettheir treaſure 1s to 
be conſunmateand perfeted from 
day to day. There isa double thirſt 
& defireatter wealth in the world ; 
the one commeth from indigency, 
as a man in extreme drought lon- 
geth for drinke ,-and in extreme 
want, for ſomething which might 
helpe him. There 1s another de- 
fre ;: which commeth from com- 
placency ,. from pleaſure felt / in; 
that avee . hane: obtamed; thus a 
man,. when thirſt is in ſome de- 
gree.quenched, defirethto 'drinke 
I2 againe; 


. 
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againe ; thus a poore: mah), hauin 
now gotten fomerhin well We 
him, yet would faine haue a more 
fluſh, full eſtate; better 15 ſtill bet- 
ter : thisdefirethen muſt bee in all 
Chriſtians : the goodnefſe of the 
things they haue taſted, muſt affet 
them with a further defire of 1n- 
creaſing inthem. I would haue you 
be as I haue ſeene ſome good hus- 
bandsindead time, whenſtirrings 
faile, they count the day loſt 1n 
which they have had no takings. 
Account that day as loſt, wherein 
you haue not gotte ſomemore ſenſe 
of ſin, wherein your faith hath not 
ſomething moreenforced it ſelfe to 
lay hold on God and his precious 
promiſes, wherinſome good thing 
15 not done, which may ſtand asa | 
good foundation,whereonthe con- 
{cience may relye, as an vndoubted 
teſtimony of ſawing beliefe. Laſtly, 
take heed of tharwhich may quech 
your affection to God,as dead com- 
any, who can neuer ſpeake, nor 
aue the language of Canaan :-in- 
ordinate 
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ordinate and double diligence a-- 
bout - earthly things. More periſh 
with prepoſterous following of 
tawfull things, then doe by vnlaw- 
full courſes. Soft ſands fallow 
more ſhips, then hard rockes ſplit 
aſunder. Licitis perimus ommnes. Eat- 
ing, drinking, building, matter of 
marriage, the world ſhall be drow- 
ned in theſe, when Chriſt comes 
to tudgement, Vſe all good meanes 
not with-drawing your felfe from 
them. — meanes quencheth 
grace,as with-holding fuel quench- 
th fire. Weede out of your heart 
all ſach things , as like a-choake- 
weede ſpring vpand ſmother bet- 
ter —_—_— Men grow rich not 
onely by getting , bur' by ſaui 
and hel ons chat they 
haue gotten. Great gettings wit 
little ſpendings , is the moſt ap- 
\ Alchymie : ſhould one 
e neuer ſach takings, if one 
ſhould filch out his gaine as it 
came In , hee would not increaſe 
in ſubſtance, Thus Chriſtians 
I 3 muſt 
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muſt looke, the Diucllrobbe them 
not by any meanes ,. of any grace 
which they haue obtained, that ſo 
their ſoules may thriue in their 
heauenly eſtate. + But my letter 
{welleth beyond my intendment, 
and; I cannot hold backe my pen 
from affording --you- any thing, 


whom I haue found ſo forward in 


ſhewing me kindneſle. 


Giltr M.. my wife and:1 held - 


it-,meete . ro. {ignifie. both: our 
remembrance of you , whom your 
token hath teſtified not to bee vn- 
mindfall, of ys both , for when 
my. wi is. thought owe thinke 
then I. am . not quite fo 4 
You will be froe £9 — 
my wife and her. place agreeth. 
Concerning- whichI enforme you 
thus much, that both of vs, int 1e- 
gard of all circumſtances,dothinke 
ourliues well fallen ; if-wee ſhould 
peake otherwiſe, wee' ſhould not 
anctifie him in our hearts, who 


is mercifull to vs. Neerthe- 
| leſle, 


ES” RO EO 
Ht. A 
© ON” 
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leffe, you muſt not thinke that we 
haue ſuch a condition, in which 
no ſorrowes1n the fleſhand other. 
wiſe, are not intermeddled,we line 
not m that earthly paradiſe, bur 
our liuesare ſomade comfortable 
throngh Gods grace,thatwe know 
there remaineth yer a further reſt 
for his people ; the which the ra- 
ther I mention,that you ſhould not 
thinke much, if in your condition, 
al things ſuitenot with your deſirc, 
becatfe that this 1s noother thing, 
then wherewith your brethren and 
ſiſterscuery where conflict. There 
1s a {weate: of the brow on cuery 
calling,a weariſome vanitie on cue-= 
ry condition,only the grace of God 
in Chriſt dothdiſpence with much 
which might iaitly befall vs, and 
doeth ſtrengthen vs to beare that 
comfortably in time, which his fa- 
therly wiſedome ſhall not haue re- 
leaſed. And becauſe I know not 
in what argument to ſpeake more 
for your comfort, I will proſecute 
in a few lines this - argument. 

| I'4 It 
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It pleaſeth God tolet vs find ſome 
conditions not fit ſo well ypon ys 
as heeretofore they haue done, yea, 
the ſame things waxe tedious, 
which haue beene delightfull, for 
our loue, our hatred, the orde- 
ring of our affetions, 1s not in our 
power, but doth vary according 
to Gods pleaſure. Now when we 
obierue ſuch things grow on vs,we 
muſt bethinke vs ofthe cauſe, for 
that is the next way to diſcerne 
how ourgriefe muſt be cured. Now 
thus itis with vs,that the comfort 
of our eſtate doth reſult more from 
carnall caſement often, and con- 
rentments in it, then from the 
grace of God in-Chriſt Teſus, ſhed 
into the heart by meanes of it. 
Now God ſeeing this, doth fo 
work,that things pleaſant in them- 
ſ{:lues become diſtaſtefull to vs, to 
the end that we might ſeeke more 
vnto him, and take vp all ourcon- 
tentment in him, that thus, he our 
creator and redeemer,might be the 


relt ofour hearts, not the creatune, 
| Our 


— 


—>— <-> 


——_ __ 
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Our hearts are full of ſecret Idola- 
tric aboue meaſure'; Now then, 
when God doth vnſettle our hearts 
from a contentment, which is car- 
nall, hec doth it butto leadevs to 
reach our contentation by true 
godlineſle « What a ſweete lite 
1s it, that when a man 1s not trou- 
bled with deſires of this World, 
with griefes , or deluded with the 
ioyes of it, whichare likethe crack- 
ling of thornes vnder a pot,asſoone 
quenched as kindled ? Burif wee 
orow to deſire. things Heauenly, 
to ſeck diligently thethings which 
are aboue, this deſire will take off 
the edge of other thatare worldly. 
If weelearne to reioyce in Chriſt 
Teſas, it will kill this falſe ioy,the 
end whereof is heauineſſe. If wee 
grieue for our finnes according to 
that, Weepe for your ſinnes yodaughters * 
of Teruſalem. It will drowneearthly 
ſorrowes,that-they ſhall bec as no-- 
thing with vs. - Grow vp intheſe- 
things,8 I may truly ſay, you ſhall. 
ae a- kingdome-1n -your- ſelfe... 
I's T 
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T am bold vpon ſo ſmall acquain- 
tance,toexhort you in theſe things, 
a duty which wee are bound to as 
Chriſtians, where occaſion doth 
require it. I might write further to 
you: but I rather ſtint my ſelfe then 
roue vucertainely. If could know 
how to performean office of Chri- 
{ſtianloueto-you, I would {tudy the 
caſe but-it ſhould bee performed. 
My wife doth remember: her ſelfe 
vnto you. Your friends are well 
with vs. Thusin haſte I take my 
leaue , wiſhing that the peace of 
God which patſeth vnderſtanding, 
—_— ——_ vnto the end- 
E 


Int 


| bb your halting ſhould turne- 
yfoorth hurtfully to you- and 
others, I- write more . ſpeedily. 
You aske two queſtions ; The firſt 
about the communicants duties ; 
the ſecond about kneeling. The . 
firſt, whether you may receinue 


with one whotor want of $kill, 
Or. - 


— 


Chriſtian Letters, 
or will, is no preaching Miniſter. 
To which I anſwer in two conſi- 
derations ; firft, if he bee able to 
preach but will not, it1sno queſt;. 
on : fordefe& inqualification, not 
in exerciſe, breedeth donbr of 
mens calling and authoritie. A. 
gaine , the exerciſe of Preaching 
15not nccefſarie in the Miniſter to 
the being of the Sacrament; bur re. 
quiſite only to the well-being and 
orcater fruit of it. If the Miniſter 
be not able to preach, the doubt is 
muchaugmented;- for God, it ſee- 
meth ,doth difinable hin, hee that 
careth not for knowing , God re- 
icteth him as noPrie{t; Thoſce. 5. 
Secondly , All Chrifts Miniſters 
muſt teach and baptize, &c. ' Mar. 
2 8. Thirdly,it is counted /eroboams 
ſinneto fet vp vile inſiuticient ones, 
2. Kmg. 15.33- Fourthly, They 
are commended that ſold their in- 
herirances , and left ſuch Prieſts. 
Fiftly, They haue nocallingfrom 
God ,- and therefore are not au- 
thorized with holy things. 

Anſw. - 
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Anſw. Notwithſtanding theſe 
and ſuchlike, this I doubr not is 
the truth of God : Firlt, that the 
Sacramentall actions of vngifrcd 
Miniſters are effeuall to ſuch as 
faithfully receiue them. Secondly, 
that we may ſecke and receiuethe 
Sacrament at their hands. Theſe 
twoconcluſions muſt bee prooued, 
and the contrary arguments fa- 
risfcd : and ſo the ſecond queſti- 
on in his order reſolued. That 
theſe ations are authentical when 

rformed, it is thus confirmed ; 

irſt, Augie proueth that Here- 


ticks ſacraments ( in his booke de. 


Bap. Li.1. Cap. 10.) arceftecuall, 
where we may reaſonastothelef- 
ſer, that vnlearned mens actions 
haue validity. 2. We ſhouldall in 
compariſon call in queſtion our 


Chriſtendomes, which is abſur-- 


dity. Thirdly, as the deede of one 


in Magiſtrats, ſo the deed of one. 


i Miniterio, though hee bee not 
Vſquequaque legitimns Miniſter, is 
authenticall , hath his —_— 


| 
| 
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Theſecond concluſion 1s more con- 
trouerſall;for we allow the Papiſts 
Baptiſme when adminiſtred, yet 
will not allow the ſeeing of it: ne 
uerthelcle this 1s true, that people 
may ſceke and take facramentall 
ations from vnlearned men ; the 
reaſon is, becauſe we haue rightto 
aske them, and they not without 
the calling of God, haue authority 
to diſpenſe them. . The firſt you 
doubt not, the ſecond you would 
ſce confirmed,forit is thoughtthey 
are onely mans miniſters. 

Anſw. They are called by men, 
but not without the. ouer-ruling 
ſtroake of God in this which 1s 
done by man, Thus Saw/and Jerobo- 
amrthe firſt,were called by men: So 
that God faith, Hoſc8:3. They ſer vp- 
Kings and made not him x ps : 
yet God faith againe,in the.z3. .of - 
Hof. . 11. . He gave them theſe Kings 
in his wrath , and tooke them away in 
ind;gnation. Againe, when./God tel-. 
leth vs,ler.3, Repent, 1 will gine you © 
Paſtors afiex my owne heart, He doth 

| feeme 
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ſceme to' inſtnuate that he had gi- 
uen them the other, though in di(- 
pleaſure': for though the men arc 
not ſich 11-whom he is pleaſed, yct 
they are here and there placed, ac- 
cording to his plcaſure. You will 
fay , what, are they giveninven- 
geance, how cane looke for any: 
20d fromthcm ? y - 
Anſw, Soiniudgement, that yet: 
God remembreth mercy for his , 
which he wallreach forth by them. 
So Tyrants are: Gods ſcourges;Fet 
God righteth ſome by their regi- 
ment :-.for Tyranny 1s better then 
Anarchie. Suppoſe then: The Lord 
Channcellour of England, he muſt 
be for his qualification a man well 
ſeene inthe Exwes,able to fentence 
whatſoeuer cauſes are bronght in- 
ro Chancery: he'muſt againe ſcale 
allmarters, for he keepeth the Sig- 
net. Say ſecondly, the King ſhould 
ſet orlet one occupie the place that 
knew not'the Law, would 
paſle the Seale' likewiſe there or 
there leſſe warrantably; would your 


now 
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now in +16 third place hauing the 
' anything from his High- 
ctafe to let him put tothe 

..-125 ſeale,, becauſe he was igno- 
r.117 aud would guethe feale ſome- 
thmcs when his Mateſty would haue - 
ir denyed? Like is your caſe. But 
why- may not- wee'--ſeeke dwel- 
ling amonglt Papiſts, tohaue cur 
children baptized with them ? 

: Anfw. Becauſe they are not one- 
ly 1gnorant,- but maintaine reall I- 
Lines, like the Calues of Din and 
Bethel, frotmewhich we hatie com- 
mandement to ſeparate. Conclude 
then, that you may come 2nd ſeeke. 
. the Sacrament at the hand of an: . 
vnlearned Miniſter. - .Take heede-: 
of ſuch ſuggeſtions by which the 
counterfeit angels of light! wonld' 
ſubuert Churches, and fling whole* 
Pariſhes out --at- the windowes. 
Now to reſolue your obietion. 
Thoſe whom God. threatneth to 
caſhier , their actions whichthey 
performe , may not be ſonght for: 
the propoſition is falſe : - his 
threat. . 
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threatning is not a preſent degra- 
ding, diſinabling themin that they 
could doe , buta menace of future 
euill in Gods time , for that they 
ouglitto haue done, but could nor. 
To leroboams fact. Thoſe who are 
bythe finne of men entred, . their 
actions may not bee taken benefit 
of, 
Anſwv. Falſe againc. The Kings 
of Iſrael thus cntred, yet one might 
holily hauetaken the benefit of Iu- 
ſtice vader them. He that ſhould 
beneuer ſo d:datticall, yet if he be 
not according to S. Pauls Canon,he 
entreth by : but would you 
make queltionto heare him , once 
inoihce,being well gifted? Tothe: 
third , All Chriſts Miniſters muſt 
teach, and therfore whom be ſends 
he enables thereunto. 

Anſw. Falſe; Vnlcſſe vnderſtood 


with limitation , all ſent of Chrift 


I his heart , out of fa- | 
wour , fully qualified , or we muſt 
take teaching in-a very large ſeniſe. - 
Tothe4. - Wee may not — 

om- 


Chriſtian Letters, 


from euery vnlearned man when 
hee is no reall Idolater. To the 
fift is anſwered aboue. The ſecond 
is of leſſe moment, I will not diſ- 
pute it; onely this. When there 1s 
no goons ſcandall, you may 
kneele : Latent things which can- 
not with morall certainty be pre- 
fumed,muſt not hinder vs. My rea- 
ſons; Firſt,itisa geſture ſanRifed 
of God , tobee vicd in his ſeruice. 
Secondly, it is not vabeſceming a 
feaſter, whenour1ioy muſt be mun- 
gled with reuerent trembling. 
Thirdly, itneither is an occaſion, 
nor by participation Idolatry:knee- 
ling neucr bred bread worthip. And 
cur dodrine of the Sacrament , 
knowne toall the world, doth free 
vs from ſufpition of adoration in 
it, Attend your miniſtery, and hold 
the Lord Ieſus to ſanRihe you dai- 
ly. Let nothing weaken you in your 
worke,the beginning whereof was 
ſo ioytull to you. I doubt not but 
theſeare the truth; if I knew twen- 
ty ſcruples I could not anſwer, yet 

4 would 
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would I bee of this tadgement. I 
like not ſurgery which vpon eucry 
wantdiſmembreth and cutteth off; 
nor ſuch meddling incrazic bodics, 
which doth vtrerly oucrwhelme 
them:holy quiet will heale more 11 
theſe caſesthen veuturous motion. 
Farewell. 


Q7* I cannot bur te ready vp- 
on all occaſions to ſalute you , 
whom God hath by ſo many good 
orhices indeared tome. My deſire 
to God is,that your ſoule may pro- 
ſper,thatyou may be kepr in theſe 
cuilltimes, wherein darkenes and 
lafts of tgnorance abound , liketo 
the Lampe which ſhined in the 
{moaky furnace , like tothe bright 
ftarre which ſhined in the midſt 
of darknes. Now that we may doe 
this, we. muſt euer renew our care 
of keeping our ſelues vnſpotted 
from the wicked and powerleſle 
conuerſation of others. Like as an 
euill ayre by little and little- alters 
the naturc and temperature of bo. 
dy, 
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dy , and breedesa diſeaſe: ſo the 
corrupt faſhion of euery age doth 
rub vpon vs its infeion, abating 
the heate, . and eclipfing the light 
of grace invs; if we be' not more 
cautelous, . and inan holy ſuſpirton 
of our infirmities, . hang on him 
who keepeth' his from all cuils. 
The Lord giue vs that loue which 
may make vs more ſtudious of his 
glory, the more.we ſee it obſcured 
y athers. That is a right ſparke of 
heauenly grace, which by occafion 
of ſinne(like as it was inDawidand 
Jeremie ) \groweth-to be more fer- 
uentang zealous for Gods honour. - 
Secondly,(tokeepe our delight)we 
muſt frequent © communion . wi 
the children of light. A-weake light 
toyning with another, becommeth 
ſtronger:ſo our grace,while it aflo- 
ciareth it ſelfe with the grace in 0+ 
thets., taketh increaſe. - Likeas a 
plantwhich is ſet ina kindly fſolle, 
proſpereth for that reaſon : fo a 
Chrithan that groweth vp among 
them twhoare trucly Chriftian = 
that 
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thatregard,proues the holier man, 
It is admirable how ſo great and 
tall a man as $.Pas/,thould find and 
feele ſo great neceſiity of commu- 
nion with the Saints., but thatthe 
greateſt faith 1s molt oppoſite to 
preſumption , and therefore the 
furtheſt off from negleRing any 
meanes which conduce to that 1t 
hath. beleeued. I am fare it may 
teach vs that we had need to light 
our candlc,and kindle our fire with 
our neighbours , cuen to increaſe 
our faith,and fire our affections one 
withthe preſence of another. Now 
{till it 1sto be remembred , that it 
1s not ſo much your bodily pre- 
ſence, as your ſpirituall-yſe one of 
another that is auaileable this way; 
when wee ſhew what God hath 
done for vs, how our ſoules are car- 
ried on , when with the bucket of 
wiſedome, we can draw forth to 
our vie the waters of grace, which 
God hath dcriued from himſelte 
into the hearts of our brethren. 
That isgood communion, wherein 
is 


Chriftian Letters. 
is found ſome interchangeablc 


communication of things ſpiritu- 
all. Thirdly , to keepe our bright- 
neſſe, we mult exerciſe our graces. 
As the body taketh more reſting 
then ſtirring,ſlceping then waking; 
as gliſtering metals loſe their 
brightneſſe, and contratruſtineſle 
when they are not vſed: ſo itis 
with our Cules;let exerciſe be neg- 
leted,, their light will bee dim- 
med, they will ſoone grow to 
ſoge imbecillity and ſickeneſſe. E- 
nery day draw ſome line this way, 
let vs awaken our repentance , 
{tirre vp our faith , tocarry ſome 
romiſe . into the ſecret of our 

carts, 
- If wee be like the buhe _ 
aily doing (although bur a little at 
once om. all Red ſtore to our 
comfort , when the winter of ten- 
tation ſhall approach. This exerct- 
fing isit , which will preſerne vs 
with wholeſome appetite,and hun- 
ger after all good mearics whereby 
our ſoules are cheriſhed. - 
c 
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Theſe labouring men - are as 
ſoundas a Roche, hungry as hun- 
ters, whereas {ſedentary liues are of 
ſmall appetite, and crazic conſtitu- 
tion, Thus it 1s with Chriſtians, 
{ach whoexerciſe not themſelues, 
ſtirring vp that Diuine heate, they 
are in rent men whether they 
partake inthe heips both publike 
and priuate , which God hath or- 
dained to increaſe deuotion;but the 
wellexerciſed Chriſtian hath other 
affections. bk 

Thus 'much.I thought good to 
write ,, exhorting you in theſe 
things, which I doubt not but you 
endeauour in your meafure.I thank 
youfor all the poore you haue re- 
licued at my -motion. .I commend 
my ſclfeto the rot Gentlewomatry 
your W tte, and both of you,' with 
all yours tothe Lords ' | 


Y louingfricnd, 1 wasat the 

firſt, often perſwaded ; thar 

God would fora time fet\me out:of 
hand, and. truſt me with my accu- 
3 ſtomed 
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ſtomed liberty, but oftendefeaſure 
with my hope ſuffered, did corre 
in time that lightneſle of belicte. 
Now't ſo goeth with me, that I 
am like to continue here,or not far 
off allthis Summer,for ſome things 
haue broken forth in mee, which 
will not ſuffer my farre trauaile; 
which I, muſt ſeeke helpe for be- 
time., becauſe I know my fleſh to 
bee hard of healing. What caſe 
ſhould I haue , had I learned the 
true {troake in bearing the yoake 
ofmy God, had I wiſedome to lay 
circumſtances to heart , had I po- 

uerty of {pirit, emp eying mee of all 
con | er inmy ſelte,and common 
courſes , had I confident depen- 
dance an God my ſole Sautour,then 
ſhould I haue had peace in midit 
of troubles, and light indarkenes. 
But I fand folly.to a in me, 
ſecret pride , Ln of heart, a 
ſpirituall drunkenneſſe , Which fee- 
leth no blowes, flying, falſe con- 
fidences; what not © this nature? 
I traile way weapons about them, 


as 
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asthe wals of hell, expeaing inſi. 
lence, and reſt their downefall from 
heauen. 

I looke for bettertimes, though 
greater troubles inthe fleſh, then 
hitherto I have knowne : 1 fee it 
maſt be inthealing ſinne, whichfal- 
leth out in healing ſome bodily diſ- 
eaſes,the party muſt be kept ſo low, 
that he muſt bee rantum non confe. 
fu inedia,betore a ſpring of betrer 
bloud can be procured. In labou- 
ring to purge out ſinne,, the life of 
$racy muſt /ſuffer fuch things as 

ring it exceeding low,yea to a De- 
liquiwm often, betore a new ſpring 
of that heauenly life can be obtai- 
ned.I thanke God in Chriſt,fuſten- 
tation I have, and ſome little 
ſtrength, ſuauities ſpirituall I taſte 
not any. Burt indeed I oftentell my 
ſelfe,Phyſicke purgatiueand reſtau- 
ratiue arenotto be taken at one and 
the ſame time, yea it were to with 
ſuffering without ſuffering , if we 
would {o- admit ſorrowes , as that 


wee would together feele them 
drow- 
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drowned of ſpirituall conſolation. 
The diuinity reſted erc the head 
ſuffered: ſo inthe members. The 
Lord be our ſtrength and comfort. 
If we want courage and {trength, 
we muſt looke to him , to whom 
wholo looketh, reneweth ſtrength. 
Who ſtrengtheneth his, ſo that 
they can doe euery thing , who 
ſtrengtheneth them 1n the inner 
man, to long ſufferance with ioy- 
fulneſſe. O let vs in conſcience of 
all weakeneſſe claſpe the rocke of 
Iſrael , and learne of thoſe conies, 
weake and wiſe,who worke them- 
' ſelues holdes within the earth, 
wherein they are ſatz, When the 
Apoſtles had recemed thisſpirit of 
firength, they made a play of their 
ſufferings. Euen as1n bodily things 
theſe ſtrong-boned hardy Porters 
will make a ſport of bearing ſuch 
burdens ; which a weake body 
would tremble to touch ; Now 
Chriſt,on whom the {pirit.of wiſe 
dome and ſtrength reiteth,increaſe 
our ynion & communion with bum. 
K How 
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HS happy Sr, are the Lords 
children, who-if they be once 
his Faucrites, hee will lenethem 
to the end , and though for their 
ſinne he chaſten them , yer will he 
neuer remone his mcrcy frothem. 
What 1s their happines who haue 
receiued a kingdome that cannot 
be ſhaken? When I obſerue how 
theſccarthly things wheele abour, 
then mec thinkes how happy that 
man is,whoſe heart and hope 1s in 
that God with whom there isno 
ſhadow-of change: wherefore let 
me ſtirre' you vp to ſeeke after the 
kingdome-of God more and more. 
Heires ,: the ncerer they come to 
ripe age, and ſo to their 1nheri- 
tance, 'the more their longing and 
deſire is after them. And tire,they 
ſay, rhcneerer it commethrto that 
region which 1s the proper place 
of it, the faſter it mooueth: © ſo it 
ſhould bee with vs , whoſe age 1s 
now ripe;fo that we are neerer- our 
ſaluation, then when we firſt belee- 
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of grace, - which God tarh kindled 
in vs, the neerer it comesto hea- 
it ſhould mouethjtherweard 
w wich great feruency ,-yea,: imonr 
greatelt delights,our hearts ſhould 
be excited towards 'theſe' 10yes 
which there we ſhall enioy': when 
our priſon hath ſuch coftentas we 
oftentake, what ſhall we findpre- 
pared 11 our Paradife., where wee 
{hall live-for ec with Cheiſt.char 
true tree of life/Now;the labour of 
a Chyiſtian ſtandeth- chiefely in 
theſe things. . Firſt;he muſtlay vp 
thoſe tree-promilſes God:hathmade 
him in Chrilt;, - as which ate the 
ground of. his titleto heaneh,'rhar 
as men carefully boxe vp .cuidens 
ces yg:and coppies by which they 
carthew thei juſtritle torherhing 
earthly, 'foſhould wertheſe prom- 
{csin our heart'; by!whichthe hea- 
nenly:. inheriranco is called to''vs 
m—_y we mud ſtriqe'td ettet 
" communs- 4 
fobE Ohufridkr'verries } loyt> 
ngntaloiwe, nathivknow- 
K 2 ledge, 
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ledge, temperance, &c. while we 
get a large entrance into that hea- 
uenly kingdome, 2.Per.1.10, That 
looke as Iſrael, the more they did 
ſibdue the Canarites , the further 
they Were poſleſſed of Canaan , 10 
the more we bring vnder all carth- 
ly luſts, the more wee enter that 
heauenly Canaan, the more wee 
come into true reſt, begun in holt- 
nes,conſummate in glory. Thirdly, 
we mult labour to ſerue our ſelues 
in this ſtate wee poſſcfle. G OD 
would not make vs happy, if wee 
Might not bec ſure ſtill ro hold it, 
which thoughin earthly things we 
cannot, for they be tranſitory, and 
if they ſhould abide, we want leaſes 
of our liuestoabide withthem, yet 
we may 1n heauenly things,becauſe 
they are eternall,ſhall not fade; and 
Chriſt hath vndertaken to keepe 
vs vntothem. This is my Fathers 
will, that I ſhould raiſe you vp at 
the laſt day,So ctrtainely there 

as he bath-called ys, juſtified vs, 
and {anctibed vs; (ſo e— 
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he doe this other part of his office 
aſſigned him by God his Father, 
yca God wall keepe vsto his hea- 
ucnly kingdome as he faith, and 
none ſhall rake vs our of our Fa- 
thers hands , hee 1s ſtronger then 
all, faith intheie will ſue out a fine, 
as1t were , and giue vs quiet pol- 
ſeſlioa againl! all rhat can oppoſe 
VS, 

Well, the Lord bee with your 
ſpirits , and giue you in your 
meaſure the comfort of thele 
points. 


Another Lertcr, 


Againft over-mac2 care for world. 


ly things. 


Mattcrs,nwhich 
[ take good Col- 
: tentment. To be- 
gin withthelaſt;I am giad you haue 
done fo kind an ozhce to your .$i- 
ſter ; it ſhall further: your owne 
reckoning.,. when you come to be 
accountantto God. 1 am glad like- 
wiſe that you know your locall 
ericfe ſo well, and can lay your fin- 
ger where it ſmarts; and 1 am toy- 
ed in your reſolution which God 
giueth you of ſhaking off this 
which preſſeth you doyn. Ithoughr 
K 4 to 
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to hane had aletrer ſtaying your re- 
turne next Terme , butdelay bree- 
deth danger, and vacation time is 
more free for thoughts, then when 
every mans caſe craueth entrance: 
and 1n theſe conſiderations my fe- 
cond thought biddeth mee write 
p—_ , thoughleſſe exatlyand 
ully. Your reſolution 1s a good 
ſigne that G OD, who hath freed 
your minde to a ſettled purpoſe a- 
ainſt it,willgiue you in time per- 
ormance alſo. But you mult take 
heede that your reſolution be ſich 
as is grounded onely in GODS 
ſtrength , who in his Chriſt muſt 
diffolue this worke of the Diuell,, 
and it muſt bee accompanied with 
the conſcience of your owne weak- 
neſſe, whoare ſold vnder ſuch ſin; 
the wiſedome of whoſe ſoule;, by 
nature bec:mmeth altogether 
earthly; and laſtly, with conlidera- 
tion what ſtrength the earthly ob 
ets and your propenſity and in- 
clination this way hag to oppoſe 


you, for theſe will make you poore 
i 
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in ſpirit, and haue no confidence wn 
your ſelte , but make Chriſt your 
Captaine (who hath overcome the 
World) all your hope ; and if wee 
come not thus to fight, we ſhall be 
forced to recolle our foote, were 
our quarrellas wſt as /aelsagainſt 
thoſe of Beniamin. Now that you 
may ſee how ſtrong an cuill this is, 
you mult confider with what forces 
it 1s intrenched , what ſpiritual 
things there bee that doe - backe 
this infirmity; the whichisthe ra- 
ther to bee obſerued , becauſe the 
right method of healing, requireth 
that we find out the cauſes of the 
malady, Now this doable diligent 
carefulnes, ſpringerh from a threc- 
fold head : firſt from diſtruſt in 
Gods care , which is cuer ouer vs 
for good. When one hath great 
friends which wow are knowne to 
leane to,we ſay of them, Suchneed 
totake no care , they know ſuch 
and ſach wilt{ee to them ; . onthe 
contrary, cometo one that knows- 
eth no end of toyling and cating, 
K: 5 aSke t 
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aske him, Why will youthustire 
your ſelfe out? He will fay,I mult 
needesdoe it, I hauc none but my 
ſelfe to eruſtto : ſo Chriſt follow- 
cth his Diſciples carcfulnes to this 
doore , their vnbeliete which did 
not let them conſider our, heauen- 
ly Father cared for them. Second- 
ly , theſe cares come from a falſe 
preſumption of ſelfe-ſficiency in 
our.owne courſes, as if. we by.our 
owne, diligence could. build the. 
houſe: For,were a man perſwaded 
that the bleſſing of God were all in 
all, he would ply that fere firlt, and 
with little. joy would vndertake 
any thing; rillhe ſaw God witneſ- 
ſing to him by bis Spirit , that he. 
would be with him to blefle him. 
This maketh Chriſt tell his Dil- 
Ciples , they could nat withallcare 
makea haire white.qrblacke; inſi- 
uuating this diſcaſe I point at. I 
know we will not fay this ;. but no 
more. will, any couetous, man that 
he makethhis money. his God; he 
knoweth it is carth ,, and, he. ac- 

| -* . » Ly 
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counts of itasitis: but our deeds 
ſpeake rhat often, which our 
tongues vwould deny. Thirdly,from 
an oucr-valuing of earthly things 
and vnderprizing of. heauenly, , we 
come to be ſo carefull in the ons 
and fo retchleſly affected in the 0+ 
ther, webeinglike children who 
make account. of a peare or an 
ple more then of all the houle be- 
ſide. Now Fauing found the cauſes 
and roots of this cuill,you may dif 
cerne- it 15 as calie almoſt ro thake 
off your ſeife,asto be rid of this in- 
firmity : which I ſpeake not to 
makeyyou reſiſt -hartleſly , but to 
make you take him with you; who 
ouely remaineth viRtorious. In the. 
next place , you mult labourto re= 
- moouetheſecauſes., and the etfet 
wall ceaſe; .Say to Four ſeltke, Lord, 
that I ſhould be of ſo little faith tg 
thee ;.zhowhiddceſt tyee innothing 
be caxefull, but reſt in thee ; bur * 
find a: heart that will not reſt in 
thee,byr bee forirſelte. Haue I ncx - 


- 


found thegrrucand mercNaboye 
in þ 
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all I could aske or thinke ? How-18 
it then that I ſhould lend thee fo 
little credit > Who will not con- 
demne that wretched Ahaz , Eſay 
7. when thou diddeſt ſend hima 
meſſage , and bid him be ſecure in 
thee, put it backe, he would make 


ſure for himſelfe ? Butalas, when . 


thouſayeſtno lefle to vs,we (vpon 
the matter) do nolefle then a. 
gaine, what abomination '15 this, 


that my heart ſhould, leauing thee, 


reſt in ſuch courſes which ut ſeife 
wagineth and deuiſeth ? I ſeethe 


Diuell his word is proued tootrue; - 


hee aid we . ſhould be like Gods, 
whichas itis falſe,in reſpeR of di- 


nine qualities reſembling our God, . 


ſo is 1t true in regard of our finfull 
vſurpation : for we take our owne 
courſe asif we were All-ſufficient 
to. our - ſelues , .not needing any 
higher power : and what aninor- 


dinacy is this,that my ſoule ſhould 


be thus turned earthward,thinking 
on theſe things which'are earthly 


and tranſitory, with little —__ 
of. 


* F — 
— 
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6f thoſe which are heauenly and 
eternall?we pitty that want of wit 
in ciuill courſe, which makeththe 
mind runne on bables, but neuer 
thinke on ought ſubſtantiall : .but 
what is this defe& leſſe lamen- 
table, which maketh me tofle in 
my mind things belonging to this 
lifke,ſeldome muſing onthoſe which 
arecuerlaſting ? Thus when you 
haue pondred the wretchedneiſe of 
it, you muſt thinke on your vtter 
inability ro mend the matter, by 
obſcruing how deepe your heart 1s 
yu in vnbelicfc , that 'you can 
ooncr truſt toany Inns 
reth you in, thenthat promi. 
ſeth. Agaime, how narurallitisro 
you to plat and contriue affaires, 
and reſt in your owne conſultati- 
ons, aSif your good were in your 
ownehand ; by marking, finally, 
how deepely you -are bewitched 
with theſe things preſent, how po- 
rently they work your mind, 
by reaſon of the ailinity that is be- 
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twixt them: 2nd your vnderſtan- 
ding, being become earthly. In the 
third place,you muſt look to Chriſt 
to helpe your vnbelicte ,.by taking 
it away , and ſtrengthening your 
faich,that you may gue: htm glory; 
by ſetting; yaur xett onely downe 
on this, that he careth for you; and 
pray him to circumciſe your heart, 
and parc away that .Selte-confi- 
dence, that you may haue no trulk 
in the fleſh but make his care ouer 
ou, all your re1oycing; yea pray 
1m to Crucifie al! theſe outward 
things to you,that-they may uot be 
{0 powerfull vpon/you. In theſe 
things you muſt follow - Chriſt , 
for To '1s the Author and fini- 
ſherof faith ; he 1s the true Prieſt 
by whom wee haue- circumciſion , 
not. made with hands., which,he 
bath-ſcaled-in gur Baptiſng ;-for 
the water 4-4; ſale, of  Chriſts 
blood applyed to vs , and of that 
Spirit * his , which 1s -porwed 
mto our, hearts ,. through the 
merit; of his bloud, to the in- 
tent 
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tent it might aboliſh par corrupti- 
on,and create in,vs the life ot grace. 
Chriſt crucihed , finally, doth kill 
the power of this world tovs, and 
our corrupt inclination toit,and the 
things of it; thus endeauouring to 
remoue the root-and. cauſe. of your 
ſicknes,the gricfe it ſelfe will more 
eaſily be cured. Tocome then ina 
wordto it, firſt, remember how, it 
doth worke vpon you; and what a 
wockyl thing it 1s to haug, the 
mind inordinately ſeared , with 
retaining thought of this nature; 
for firlt, how greatly doetbeſe hin- 
der you in the beſt things? Ir isthe 
common choake-waede ;..which 
like as yuie,doth by the oake , ſoit 
ſucketh the ſappe of grace from 
the heart , and maketh it vnfruit- 
full. A ground in which filuer 
mynes are. found., 1s commonly 
barren cuery other way; but it is 
certaine , a heart in which veines 
runne of worldly cares , is alwaies 
too, fruitlesindutics towards God, 
Againg , how gangexops .1s FALSE; 


or 
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For it is to be feared [eſt itexaſpe- 
rate God , and ſomake him leaue 
you to-your ſelfe,2nd withdraw his 
care ouer you: it we diſcerne ſuch 
as will put no truſt. in vs;butloueto 
{ftand vpontheir owne ground, we 
giue them good leaue:; as Contrari- 
Fo the more we ſce our ſelues tru. 
ed to, the more our fidelity is 
carefull for them that ſtay vpon vs; 
thus is it with our heauenly Father. 
Againe,you muſt aggrauate this in- 
ordinacy of cares 1n- your ſelfe , 
from this ctrcumſtance; if I were 
neuer ſo needy,this diſtracting care 
conid not be warranted; but when 
God hath blefſed me beyond thar 
F could hane asked, then ſtill to be 
in farther thoughts, how inexcuſa- 
ble is it? . If a poore man ſteale,it is 
a ſhame; but for arichmanto play 
the theefe, itis monſtrous : Cares 
diſtracting , and not reſting on 
things preſent, areaſpirituall theft 
before God.. Againe, thinke how | 
miſerable this 1s. ſay one ſhould 
thruſt: yous face and bodily fight : 
into - 
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;ntothe dirt, and hold it downe 
| therethat you could not looke vp 
; tothe Sunne,Firmament,the Trecs 
and Fields,&c:were not this awo- 
full condition 2 O ſuch is the ſtate- 
of a ſoule,whoſe eye and thought is 
thruſt downe intotheſecarthly ob- 
ies, and ſo held m them, that ir 
| cannot looke vp to conflider the 
Sunne ofrighteouſhes Ieſus Chriſt, 
} horthe heauenly things whichare 
gluen vs of God: Thus thenappre- 
{ hending the miſery of it ,. looke 
vnto Chriſt, pray him toſaue you, 
who is _ _ that ſauerth =_ 
ople from guilt and power © 
Gone this inne ſo fartfull to- 
the preſent growth ingrace,ſo dan- 
gerous to prouoke your God &- 
| gainſt you, ſoill beſeeming you to 
whom God hath omar ſuch 
bounty , ſo full of wretchednefle. 
Remember he hath ſaid , Hold me 
the truth, I will ſet youfree; feare 
not , I haue ouercome the world. 
Againe, you muſt pray him that 
he would make you able to be hea- 
ucaly 
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nenly['minded', and thinke vpon 
heauenly things. True it is, cur / 
minds naturally hauc no 1oy this 
way,findnoreliſhinſuchthoughts:; 
but wee ſhall doe all things in 
Chriſtthat:(trengrhenerh vs: Con- 
traries muſt be cured with contra- 
ries,the more you get to taſte hea- 
uenly things beſtowed on you, the 
more theſe ſhall grow out of re- 
queſts , and.draw to an end. It 
will bee good for. you when ſuch 
thoughts ſeaze on you, to conſider 
of your owne infirmity after this 
manner; O Lord, howis my mind 
throwne downe from Heauen to 
Earth? How doſuchthoughtspre- 
uent me, and come before I would 
bauethem?How cafily doe I conti- 
nue inthem 2 How cloſe doe they 
cleauc vnto me ? Let me thinke of 
thee;thy grace,my ſtate afrer.death; 
and hardly will theſe enter ;- ſoone 
they vaniſh, and while E have them 
inmy thought,ſcarce halfe of me is 
inthem. Lord,me thinks,IT am like 
the wretched woma in the Gon, 
who 
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who was held of a ſpirit eighteene 
yeares, that ſhe conld not looke vp 
to heauen. You ſhall finde ſuch me- 
ditation-not in vaine,when you are 
ready to be tranſported, for it will 


: weakenthe returne of them , and 
; diſpoſe you both to ſecke and res 
| celue the cure of this cuill from 


your God and Sauiour. The Phyſi- 
cians in ſome kind of vnſecmely 
convulſions, with that the Patient 
ſhould look on himtdife ina glafle, 
which will hclpe him to ſtriue the 
more, when. he ſhall ſee his owne 
detormity:-but I ſce my Letter wil 
grow beyond the due quantity of 
 ;wherctore I end,defirng you ta 
tollow your good purpoſe, and not 
to lye vnder your infirmity with a- 
ny pretence. ; We ſometimes giue 
way to inordinate.cares, not mea- 
ning to contiune themgbur to ſettle 
things only in order, that we may 
be frce from them £ but the fieth 
will not heale fleſh, neither' will 
being a whilediſtraRingly carefull, 
eyer heale. diſtracting care ; Ju 
1a 


3; 
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ſhall quench the fire with wood, 
afſoone as ſinne withyeelding to it, ? 
Againe, I will doe this but till, &c. / 
This is as much as if one would |* 
kape into the Thames, and ſay, 1 
wile caſt my ſelfe into the water, 
but onely till I be knee deepe;were 
not this ridiculous? Well Brother, 
the Lord deliver you from euery 
euill ſnare ; and if you will ever bee | 
agood husband and haue all things 
continueand proſper; bee ſure you 
winne his fauour , by preſenting 
your diligent duty in Chriſt his 
fauour, 1n whoſe hand isall your 
good , yeathe good of your wife, 
children, childrens children for 
CUCT» 

Yours in brotherly affection, 


Paxl Bayne. 
Another Lettey. 


| om. Brother , you would 
—_thinke mee haplylike to thoſe 
creatures which ſleepe ouer all the 
Winter , ſhould I but my" - 
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lent till the Summer were entred. 
7 The truth 1s, I haue beene very 
# weariſh the moſt of the time ſince 
| Ifawyon , but my condition 1$ 
| ſuch, as will not ſuffer my minde 
| toreft, were I ncuer {o free of bo- 
14 dily infirmities, and fecular cares, 
} which doe ſometimes looke into 
, | me, though not much diſturbe me, 
' Fruely,it dochtake vpmy ſtrength, 
| to get ſtrength where-with to 
; walke from morning tonight,wal- 
ting on my Gods ſaluztion without 
making haſte. The Prince of pcace 
is my refuge ,, whoas hee hath his 
timeof making heauy', ſo hee will 
returne and comfort in the mult1- 
tude of his mercics. Theſe. things 
I write not ſo much for my Apo- 
logie, as for your admonition and 
in(truction, that you may conſider 
of your owne eſtate, and examine 
your peace ; that if you find 1t to be 
| | fruc and ſound, your thankes may 
e | be redouþled for fo great a benefit, 
e | which others want, which paſleth 
vnderſtanding ; that if otherwiſe 
K 
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it prone deceitfull , you may yet | 


make ſure worke, and ſet 1t aright, 


while the day of grace is continued |? 
to you. The Diuell circumuenterh }* 
many by nothing more,then by Jul. |. 
lingthem aſleepe inſuch arelt, as |: 


willproue to re{tleſle ſmart, if it be 
not by repentant courſes interrup- 
ted. A .man may hane peace from 
not {tirring and mouing h 


if he be pleaſed ; diſeaſe not tinne, 


iS corrup. | 
tions. The Dmell, we fay,ts quier, | 


you ſhall teele little of 1t:ſ\uch is the |; . 


peace of a body, whichiis, though 
not licke,,-yer inan yLhabit:, and 


ſtate tending to {ickneſle;it mon 


till ſomething bee taken ,. which 
fighteth with , and expelleth -the 
Acke matter ; nor becaule therc are 
no, peccant:- humours in it; but it 15 


thereforcar caſe, becauſe. they are 


not prouoked and purged:out with 
wholeſome medicine. Againe,ma- 
ny feele nor diſeaſement, becauſe 

y dbe :not:tagke, themichues 2- 


bout ——_ as ttrexcrtiling 
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fulneſle , getting more ſhame and 
gricte toſmire their hearts in their 
daily wants,inlabouring tobe more 
fruittullin good work. cs then the 
haue beene: in ſeeking heauenly 
mindednefle and holinefſe , which 
might make them doe all things as 
becamethe preſence of God, before 
whom they are. Indeed no wonder 
it wee ee at caſc while wee {et not 
hand to theſe workes. A lame a- 
king limbe hath eaſe while it reſt- 
£h, but yet is not well, though it 
hath not ſenſe of .curll. Againe, 
there 1s. nocaſe from fleepinefle of 
con{cicnce,while ſpirituall ſlumber 
bindeth the ſenſcs, and diſcerning 
{pirituall; ſo that though there be 
many wofull euils, yet in all of 
them no diſcaſement 1s perceiued. 
Thus a man with twenty {ickne\- 
ſes, well aſleepe, fecleth nothing. 
Laſtly, there is cafe often in the 
body, becauſe the ſenſes being ta» 
ken vp with obiects detighttullto 
them, 'tend nut.that. griefe which 
hangerh , abqut+them; of _ 
þ ort 
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ſort is the peace of the ſoule, which 
diſcerneth thinges amiſle, matters j 


of griefe ; but the gratefull obiccts 


ofthe world, pleaſure , company, Þ 
&c. doe ſo poſleſie it, that being in | 
theſe, it fecleth nothing of that | 
which in ſome more retyred | 
thoughts it ſeemed to _— | 


W hat ſhould I ſpeake © 
ming our eſtates ? There 1s a way 
rightina mans eyes,the end wher- 


of is death; the reſt of which miſ- | 
concelt, 1s like the eaſe ofa golden | 


dreame. Or what ſhould 1 men- 
tion any other kinds,which I think 
not ſo pertinent for your eſtate ? 1 
beſcech you take heed of that neg- 
let of getting your ſicke ſoules 
dreſſed, that fpiritua{ floth and 
reſtineſle,that ſlumber, that hauing 
your ſoules taken vp with theſe 
matters which are gratefull tothe 
naturall man ; take heede that none 
of theſe doe make you nap to your 
after ſorrow. You will bappily ſay; 
In what ſtandeth this true peace ? 
Anſw. In perceiuing a rgpace - 


miſdee. 
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God fuch towards mee in Chriſt, 
that my Conſcience, through his 
bloud, is cleanſed from the guilt of 
ſinne ; that = ſoule, through his 
Spirit, is freed from the rage and 
tyrannie of ſinne, that it hath not 
that power to carry mee captiue to 
it,and worke mydiſturbance,which 
ſometime it hath had. Thirely,that 
my condition, through his Blefting 


{ in Chriſt made a Curſe for me, 1s 
| made ſo comfortable, that it plea- 
| ſeth me well; there being notedi- 


ous diſcaſcments with which ir is 
accompanied, which would extin- 
guiſh my 10y' for the ' preſent. 
Fourthly, that for thetime to come 
hee will keepe me to him, putting' 
his feare in my heart, according to 
his promiſe, that I may not depart” 
from him, finiſhing my faith hee 
hath begun ; ncucr leauing nor for- 
laking me, but cauſing cuery thing 
worke together,for my good. For 
there is a foure-fold Branch of this 
Peace'; one, ſhdoreth forth of our 
Iuſtihcation ; the other, from our 
L Sancti- 
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Sanification ; the third, from that 
Bleſſing with which God doth tol- 
low vs, in. our outward condition ; 
the fourth,from the knowledge we 
haue of his gracious pleaſure to- 
wards vs, euen for the time to 
come ; without which, wee could 
not haue true peace: for how can a 
man haue true peace earthly, with- 
out a ſecure poſlcſſion of the good 
hee holdeth ? So there could be no 
true peace ſpirituall to vs , now 
bleſſed with heauenly things, if we 
might -not have and hold them 
with a ſpirituall ſecuritie. Where- 
fore,deare Brother and Siſter,enter 
into your hearts ; marke whence 
It is, that you goe on at caſe from 
day to day; Is it becauſe you lee, 
that God for his Chriſts bloud, 
which hath cryed for better things 
than the bloud of Abel, hath abſol- 
ued you from the guilt of all your 
ſinne ? Is it becauſe you feele the 
power of {inne broken, that it ca- 


not preuaile againſt ou, as ſome- 
tine it hath dong , but you finde 
| ſuc 
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ſinne weakened-, :and your ſoules 
with more freedome obeying God 
in ſuch things,1n which ſometimes 
you could not denie your ſelues? 
Doe you ſee, that whereas your e- 
ſtates ſometimes were troubleſome 
| to you, now they are made ſuch as 
giue you contentment, through the 
grace of God,bleſſing vs in Chriſt, 
accurſed for*'vs 2: Doth God open 
the eyes of your minde, to ſee his 
gracious vnchangeable- good will 
towards you for euer ? Then you 
haue good ground for being at caſe 
within our ſelues. But if you finde 
that- your quict ſpringeth hence, 
becauſe you. ifquiet not your 
ſelues in weeding out your igno- 
rance,vnbelicte;careleſneſſe,&c. or 
becau(e you doe not prooue your 
tceble ſpirituall ſtrengths,in labou- 
ring to. doe.cucry thing out of obe- 
dicnce of faith to the Lord , who 
ſhould ener be before you ; it be- 
cauſe cuſtomarie faſhions, occaſi- 
ons, or obies of this or that na- 
ture, keepe you occupied about 

L2 them, 
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them,take heed of this Eaſe,as ever 
you defire to live in that eternal! 
Reſt,which God hath prepared for 


his people. Digge into your hearts | 


betime, hold them to that which is 
aboue themſelues , through the 
ſtrength of Chriſt: (they will hang 
off from cuery thing that is not na- 
turall tothem.) Iudge your iclues 
dayly in your wants t6 God-ward, 
ſeeke to Chriſt the quickening Spi- 
rit,that you may feele life & power 
in your wayes : labour for Gheietis 
in the vſe of all worldly things: 
( you know the laſt Times; their 
deſtinie 1s to haue ſhewes, without 
life and power,to cate,drinke,mar- 
rie, with forgetting the appearance 
of Chriſt.) Labour theſe things, 
and the God of Peace make you 
taſte his 1oyes, whichare tranſcen- 
dent, aboue all this World can at- 
foord. 

Your louing Brother, 

Paul Bayne. 


Another 


| 
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Another Letter. 


|} ny Siſter, your Letter came 
not to me, till I had beenc a 


| fortnight our of Zonudon, I would 


not haue haſtened from you,to haue 


| becne a Lieger there fo long. I felt 


my weakenefles knocking more 


| than before , and faw your hands 


full, which made me long after my 
moſt familiar: Manſion. For that 
which you ſignifieas befalling you 
that Night, 1 deſire tochane fellow- 
feeling with you .*'Wee muſt nor, 
like Swallowes, take. the Suinmer, 
and refuſe to dwell with our friends 
in Winter : but it ts atrue ſaying, 
None knowes what newes the E- 
vening will tell him. Had I knowne 
It in the Morning ,. it may be, for 
your ſake , my ſecond thoughts 
would hane retourned my preſent 
delignes. Burt God is wile , who 
when he giucth vs Phyſicke, doth 
put all the outward comforts wee 
ate, farre from vs, leſt his cha- 
L3 fſtifcments 
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ſtiſements ſhould worke leffe kind. 
ly, and to the purpoſe, with ys. 
Deare Siſter , the Phyſicke mult 
make vs ſicke, that doth vs any 
ood : yet, Siſter, as wee muſtnot 
inderthem with prepoſterous and 
ouer-timely comfort of our ſelues, 
{o wee muſt not make them more 
vehemently ſtirre vs than they doc; 
for both are dangeraus.. I perceiuc 
by your little patheticall Letter, 
that you thinke a great deale on 
this late hand cf God : Towr eldeſt 
Brother , your eldeſt Brother alreadr, 
your eldeſs Brother alreadie rooted 
out ; thele are all affectionate elo- 
quence. Siſter,our naughtie enuies 
are full of falſe glafſes : when God 
doth vs any fauour, giuing vs bleſ- 
{ings, then they hold a glaſſe before 
vs, which maketh them ſeeme no- 
thing ſo great as they are ; whetl 
God ſendeth any croſſe, then they 
deceiue vs with ſach a glafſe, in 
which we ſeeme to ſee them mucli 
greaterthen they are. Beſides,bc- 
cauſe God giueth vs ſich plentic 


of 
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of q_ —_ wee are Cuer it1 ta-- 
ſting an fling. ſome 
thing, or other ; — Aro - Hoſe 
being plentifull , make them lefle 
daintie ;. but not alwayes feeling 
ſome cuill or other, they moone vs, 
when they come ſo much the more, 
by how much they are more vn- 
uſuall with vs.. Wee feele more 
the ach of one tooth ,. than: the 
healthſome frame of onr whole 
bodies. Let you and me thentalke 
about ' theſs things which ſticke 
molt vpon your ſtomacke. Siſter, 
Es it not more kindly, the younger 
fhould burie the eldeſt, than other- 
wiſe ?. This then muſt not grieue 
= that God hath taken the.eldeſt; 
ce was the ripeſt, and fitteſt to be 
gathered. But why doe you ys 
Alreadie ? Alas, good heart ; if 
had died before his vpper Lip had 
{ſproutcd, I ſhould not hane wondc- 
red at this word : bur, Siſter, hee 
hued almoſt to gray hayres ; you 
could not begge a longer Leaſe of 
your owne life, in-modeſtie , than 
L 4 God 
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God gaue him heere amongſt the 
hiuing. If-wee:kept our dayes in 
number, wee would thinke fewer 
ceres many ; and in thoſe yeeres, 
came toa ripe age. Take heede, 
leſt whiles you looke at that you 
haue not , you forget the Lords 
bountie,which is alreadie recciued, 
in his fo long continuance with 
you... When you ſay, Hee is rooted 
out; I take it, you yic this phraſe 
chiefely, becauſe hee is dead with- 
out heires-male : - but that hee hath 
heires female, it is 2 gift of grace 
which wee dcſerue not ; neyther 
will his Name be dead, while his 
Brother liueth. And what is the 
Name ? It is none of our things 
which cannot bee ſhaken ; cuery 
Name muſt at length bee extin&. 
I muſt not heale: more in you than 
T finde ; leſt when I ſecke to cure a 
Wound that 1s, I make a new one, 
which before was not. I concelue 
your meaning no further: but com- 
fort your ſelte in this; your belt cl- 


deſt Brother liueth, and is by his 
| Spirit, 
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Spirit, with you to the end ; your 
Lord Icſus, who is not aſhamed to 
call vs Brethren. O Siſter, would 
you prouoke your heart to be glad 
of him, you ſhould not ſorrow ex- 
ceſſiuely for the abſence of any 
earthly Brother : and whatſocuer 
thing 1s 1n your thought, yet conſ1- 
der who hath' done 4t ;/cuen- your 
louing Husband'in Heauen. It your 
carthly Husband ſhould doe ſome 
ſhrewd turne, as vnawares breake 
ſome Iewell you much ſerby;when 
wy heard that he did it, you would 
ſtayed, though before you were 
much mooued:;: You mult ſay as 
Chriſt ſayth z ,Shall I not-drinke - 
the. Cup: my-Father putreth in m 
hand ?-Thar God that is,Loue,dot 
rachwvnto. you :1f you ſee: _ 
ryzgetbe of good cheare.; hee 
a abr dari man let 
the $rmne goe downe on his anger, 
hewill:not foreuer keepe anger a- 
gainſt-you ; and' a Parent 1s-a. Pa- 
rent/lipel _ 1 = — 
Iudge your ſelfe, andwitha faith- 
rn 5: = full 
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full heart, ſhew him his beloued 
Sonne, in whom he 1s well pleaſed; 


and hee will be better friends with © 


you than cuer. Stirre vp your ſelte 
to more zeale of Gods glory,in ſee- 
king to bring children and ſeruants 
to obey him 1n their ſpirits, as well 
as ſcrue your ſelfe with bodily ſub- 
iection. Oh, thinke them no ſer- 
uants for you, that will not learne 
to ſerue your Husband in Heauen 
alſo. Haue an eye oner young and 


old, that there be no appearance of 


the leaſt irreuerence inyour duties 
to God ; occafion-yourſelteto chal- 
lenge your ſoule cucry day for vn- 
frutfulneſſe. . Oh, wee. ſhould in 
way of thankefulneſle, withall our 
hearts, ſoules, and ſirengths, be al- 


wayes in ſeruing him: 'wee.mufſt 


ſtrine to.the higheſt; —_— God 
will pardonall wee'come ſhort it. 
And though: you recountrvaricties 


of forrowes,which youhauefonnd; 


yertknow , that, God ſtriketh: not 
with his whole band,but fillippeth 


you rather witha finger-our bleflcd 


Sawour 
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Sautour hath drunke the dregges 
tor vs. Againe,you are not alone z 
[acob, that good Patriarch, had di- 
uers afflictions ; Flight out- of his 
Countrey ; iniuric from his Fathes 
Laban ; feare of death at the hands 
of his Brother Eſ/ax ; a Caſt-away, 
in regard of mercie; his Childrens 
bloudie Riot ; his Wiues death z 
Joſephs - deſpighttull: packing into 
e/Eoypt, &c. And Peter ſayth, Wee 
are made heauie with many Tens» 
tations, when neede 1s :-. Which 
ſhould yer more-comfort vs , be. 
cauſe that the-necefſitie of: our c- 
{tate doth require, that wee ſhould 
have varietice of: ſorrowes. - In» - 
decde; wee muſtbe-ſorry,that our 
ſoules are ſo ſicke, that. they muſt 
take ſo many thingy: but.we muſt 
be thankefil! to God, that is not 
wearte, but doth follow vs with 
things, one after another , for-our 
good ;'for your good. - All things 

| worke together, tothe good 
of thoſe. that. loue: God : .Your' 
comforts. muſt not bein this lite;; 


here 


* mm , 
- 
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here isnot that Reſt for Gods peo- 
le : wee will let Diweſſes ſing a 
Requiem to their ſoules;but we will 
pray to God for 9p , that wee 
may carry our crofle, and take euill 
no lefle thankfully then good from 
his hand : neither muſt your com- 
fort bee tacked vpon the preſence 
ofa man; the God of all conſolati- 
on is your Comforter, that Spirit 
which Chriſt will ſend vnto you, 
from -him. ' And let all your ſor- 
rowes bce welcome for this fruit, 
which in the end you thall finde by 
them : viz. That your departure 
fromthis World ſhall be ſo much 
more caſie when it cotnmeth , b 
how much you are betore by ſuc 
crofle encounters killed in your at- 
feion to it. 'Such as .muſt hauc a 
member cut off , they willingly 
yeeld to haue it bound, though it 
be painefull ; becauſe , when it is 
mortitied and deaded with {trait 
binding,they ſhall endure the cut- 
ti of farre more eaſily : ſo 
thall we take our cutting 0 ou 
Tins 
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this World ſo much more gently, 
by how much more. painefull pin- 
chings wee haue endured. Well, 
the God which teacheth vs to pro- 
fit,as Eſa ſaith ; which purgethvs 
by theſe meanes , and maketh vs 
more fruitfull ; he make you more 
fruitfull by this his hand, in cuery 
good word and worke. . 


Yourlouing Brother, 
Pant Bayne. 


Another Letter. 


mo Siſter ; ill Gloſſes marre 
a good Text : fo my ill con- 
{trution had almoſt done: by your 
good Letter. Yet I am not forrie 
that I mifled your meaning ; for it 
grieues me not ſo much for to miſ- 
conſtrue your phraſe;as it gladdeth 
me, = no fich inordmancie of 
gricfe came nigher you, as I imagt- 
ned and feared. That ne 
conceiued infaying,Alreadie, I did 
conicure it likewiſe, but did not 
plainely . 


i 


| 


| 


| 
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plainely expreſle it;becauſe I knew 
perſons 1n gricte muſt be gingerly 
handled , leſt wee make a Wound 
where there is none, or exaſperate 
that which is alrcadie ſwaged. 1 
thanke you for my Hand-kercher : 
In recompence of your loue, I will 
commend vnto” you a Mid- 
wite , if you will ſend for her ; it 
15 my Lady Faith, who is the $So- 
ueraigne Lady and Commandrcſle 
in all things which the Iuſt man. 
doth , or ſuffereth. The Juſt in 
troubles, ſhall line by his Faith. . 
That which TI line in the fleſh, cuen 


 1n __ of this externall life, 


Wortdward,[T liue 1t by faith inthe 
Sonne of God, ſaith $S. Paxl, Gal.2, 


; Now, this great Worthy doth 


come to none. but thoſe.who firſt 
_ for her , addrefling them- 

lues to herliking ;' ſecondly,ſend 
for her;thirdly,dict hero her con- 
tentment :- for ſheewill quickly be 
gone, if you make-not ſuch prout- 
fior whichr 1s. gratefull vnto. ber. 


, Fortlie firſt:Sifter,great Midyriues 
\ on 
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on Earth, they come to great ones, 
where their wages ſhall be bountt- 
fall, their gifts liberall; where they 
ſhall have worthiptull reſpe& put 
ypon'them,& all thingsof the beſt, 
faiting to ther contentment. And 
they come not willingly, but where 
there is ſame likelyhood they may 
gothorow with their buſineſle. But 
myLady-requirethno prouifion nor 
qualification inthe perſons ſhe viſt- 
teth, butthat they be poorc in ſpi- 
rit,& ſce themſclues at ſuch a paſle, 
that they know not what to doe 
without her. We knownot what to 
doe, butour eycsare towards thee, 
O Lord ; when ſenſeand our owne 
ſtrengthare at a ſtand, then there is 
fitroome made for Faith to-enter. 
You; muſt thinke therefore, good 
Siſter, whatadead lift this caſe is, 
towhich youapproach, Youknow, 
good Rathel was taken away 1n it. 
It is thechaſtiſement of the great 
God;which fheſhould nat putyn- . 
der withione bad,avhe ſtrikes with: 


the other;we could notendure it © . 


Yea, 
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Yea, deliuerance in this caſe, (but 
that it 1s fo ordinarie ) wonld de. 
feruedly bee counted miraculous. 
Wherefore you muſt not thinke of || 
it as of a matter of courſe, which | 
you need no further to-looke abour, 
than to get helpe and the accuſto- 
med meanes vnto you : No, no; 
you mult labour ro thinke that you 
are in ſucha ſtreſſe , out of which 
none can helpe you , but the-ſ{trong 
Helpe of Iſrael. Secondly , you 
mult ſend for hex: Now ſheedwel- 
leth in Heauen, whither you muſt 
diſpatch your heartie prayer, ſay- 
ing to the Lord': Thou knowelt, 
O.God , how my heart :is -fallen 
from thee, inthe aitjance of it, and 
how prone it is to: leaneito-feich 
helpes of the creature, as:T ſee be- 
fore mee; though-rtheſe;; without 
thee, can'doe noxhings” 'QcEord, 
though 1 know there is \no Rocke 
beſide thee, yet Famſodead in vn- 
telecfe-and. falſc confidence; that-1 
catmot truſt. on'thee. Helpe rhere- 
tore wy vnbelecft and y_ = 
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faith. Now when hee doth giue 
you grace, to fee.e faith comming 
toward him, you muſt cheriſh at 
with ſuch foode whereby it grows 
cth : now faith feederth on Gods 
promiſes, on experience , and on 
conſiderations, which are deduced 
out of Gods Word. Thus you 
muſt thinke : Lord, thou doeſt 
make the Hindes to Calue ; As 
thou haſt chaſtened vs with paines 
in trauell , ſo thou haſt promiſed 
that wee ſhall paſſe the pikes, and 
bring foorth , though with ſor- 


rowes. Againe, ou muſt thinke, 


how you ound God faith- 
full and mercifull in this kinde. 
Finally, you mult reaſon thus : 
That hee who hath put that mer- 
cie into a ſinfull man, to helpe a 
Beaſt in the trauaile of it, when it 
is hard ; will hee fayle to glue you 
(a Daughter belecuing on him) all 
the helpe that is good for you, 
and which maketh with his glo- 
rie ? The Lord acquaint you with 
lumſelfe , in the dayly experiences 

you. 
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you hane of his Mercie and Truth, 
Thus hoping my Midwiferie com. 
meth not too late , I commit you | 
to God. 
Your louing Brother, 
Pant Bayne, 


Another Letter; 


Eare Siſter , I doe deſire to 
—gricue with you , in your 
iefe ; and to haue,in ſome mea- 

ure,a glad and-thankefult heart in 
your retoycing: Itiisbnr ſince my 
comming to Towne , that I heard 
of your bruiſed body and diſeaſed 
minde; my eyes are caſt yp to him, 
who breaketh not a bruiſed Recde, 
. that he would eaſe your minde ; to 
him that maketh the broken bones 
fo retoyce, that hee would returne 
you your 'accuſtomed health and 
comfort. 

Deare Siſter, wee muſt in all ac- 
cidents of this nature, remember, 
that our God doth not chaſten , 25 
tauing pleaſure, chaſtening _—_ 

ut 
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but when neede is, hee reiterateth 
our Correction, making vs heauic 
at ſundrytimes, and by ſundry oc- 
caltons and manners, according as 
our neccſſitie requireth : Wee ſhall 
inde inthe end,wee could not hane 
lacked any one thing, which in this 

nature hath befallenvs. 
Whereforc,wee mult not be too 
much caſt downe iy: theſe Cor- 
retions;but ratheradmire our hea- 
uenly Fathers loue,who is not wea- 
rie of narturing-ſuch vnteachable 
children ; who 1s not wearie of fol- 
lowing the cure of our incurable 
Diſeaſes ; incurable, were hee not 
ſuch a healing God,who could ſub- 
due cuery thing to himſelfe. Yea, 
though our Conſciences doe know, 
that there is a cauſe why he cha» 
ſtenech and putteth ſuch birter 
Potions into our hands; yea, that 
befalleth vs, which is obſerued in 
vnskilfull Patients, wee miſle the 
Marke often, when we coniecture 
the grounds of our owne griefes. It 
1s not want of loue, Siſter, to S.S. 
which 
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which 1s any part''of Gods quar: 
rell ( though wee can, none of vs, 


loue eyther the begetter, or thoſe 


that are begotten,as wee onght; for 
all our the ſhould'be = 
It is ſome defet,Siſfter, in the day- 
ly courſe,and in the frame and con- 
{titution of the heart towards God. 
When wee doe not, by imprinting 
in our hearts the remembrance of 
our ſcarres fore-paſſed;preſerue in 
our ſoules that lowlinciſe and po- 
uertie of ſpirit which i becom- 
meth vs to haue before God, and 
which ſcmetimes wee did feele in 
conſcience of thoſe our prouocati- 
ons ; then wee giue hint iuſt occa- 
fion to meditate on ſome new Cor- 
retions. When our hearts grow 
a graine too light ;. when our Wa- 
ter (as it were) looketh bur a little 
too high ; our heauenly Father, a 
Phyſician no lefle louing than cun- 
ning,he doth diſcerne 1t,andquick- 
ly fitteth vs whom he moſt tendc- 
reth, with that which will reduce 
all to the. healthſome temper of a 

broken 
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broken ſpirit. Alas, Siſter, ſuch 1s 
the folly in the beſt of our hearts, 
that our beating will no longer 
dwell with vs to parpoſe, than the 
{niart laſterth ;. and as that weareth 
away, ſo wee grow into a kinde of 
lightnefle, ſecuritie, aud libertie, 
which are. fore-runrers of. ſome 
enſuing rebuke.. That God which 
teacheth his children toprofit, and 
which giueth wiſedome to vs that 
want 1t, without vpbraiding vs ; 
hee open our eyes,to fee oureltates 
this way, that ſo hee. may furniſh 
vs with true vnderſtanding. Well, 
though theſe things come often, yet 
be not diſmayed ; it is Gods pre- 
venting loue,who wil haue no neaſt 
of ſicke matters breed invs,which 
ſhould then. diſmay vs, when wee 
moſt of all ſtand inneed of comfort. 
A Body conueniently purged euery 
Spring and Fall, is not ſo ſubiect to 
contract matter of deadly ficknefle, 
as another, which-hath' long gone 
on, without -helpe of any ſuch cua- 
cuations' Wee ſay;itisa _— 
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life, to line ſtill in courſe of Phy. 
ſicke ; but we mayturne the ſpeech 
in ſpirituall confidcration,and fay-: 
Bleſſed are they , who are neuer 
without ſome bitter thing or other 
from God, that they may be reſto- 
red, and preſerued from the ſecond 
Death. And for my ſelfe,Siſter,you 
haue ſuper-abounded to me in your 
loue; your ations and fruits haue 
not been ſparing,but your affeftion 
I did ener perceiue toward mee in 
all ſinceritie. I am ſorry that I have 
ſhewed you no more, and that my 
health dothnotgmeme leaue'to vi- 
| ſite you, and come vpon you, with- 
out waiting any further inuitement. 
I haue long-waded in a conflicting 
courſe,and.I thanke my Gad{who 
hath wrought in me) the labour of 
my minde, it ſome regards, hath 
not been little; this maketh me not 
able to miniſter tomy deare friends, 
as otherwiſe I ſhould, - Whenthe 
hearts neceſſitic requirethacopflu- 
enof bloudto it,the hahdgarid ſuch 
exterior members are left cr 
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bloudlefle to appearance : you may 
apply it; when ſupport of our owne 
ſtates calls for our ſtrength,we can- 
not doe that abroad, which others 
wiſe were behoofefull. Neuerthe- 
lefle, Siſter, if God eaſe not your 
minde,that you can walke in ſome 
tolerable faſhion wnder the bur- 
then; and_if withall,you thinke my 
preſence might bee reliete to you 
that way, I will for a while aduen- 
ture to you, if God ſpare me health 
inany meaſure. If God ſo looke 
vpan your ſpirit, as that you feele 
your {elfe in ſome ſort ſuſhciently 
ſtrengthened, then out of yourloue 
forbeare that , which you may 0- 
therwiſe in loue command. Thus 
leauing you to your God, who tea- 
chcth vs toproftit,and giueth hearts 
as well as corrections; and wiſhing 
you much quiet fruit of righteoul* 
nefſe in his ſeaſon, I take my leaue, 
this 30, of October, | 
*. . Your Chriftian Friend, 

_ and louing Brother, 
ant Bayne. _ 
k ” akabes 
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Y deare Siſter;the Lord,who 
helpeth vs with cuery go 
defire,helpe me with prayer,which 
may finde fauour in your behalte, 
through Chriſt. Should no place 
hold me, in which I found not caſe 
and content, I could not make a- 
bode long vnder the Moone : for 
though I haue ſowne the ſeede of 
both, I know that I am not yet to 
reape ſo much as the firſt fruits of 
nfy Harueſt ; I have need of faith 
and patience, to make me inherite 
euery promiſe. The Lord bee our 
ſtrong Arme euery morning , and 
tech vs ſo to looke to him , that 
we may feele our ſpirituall ſtrength 
renewed. This I ſpeake not of con- 
tentment grounded in godlineſſe, 
for baue that in my meaſare , 1 
thanke God ; bur in regard of that 
content which reſulteth from the 
_ relliſh of outward circum- 

ces. The ſweet wayes of my | 
| yout 
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youth did breede ſuchiWotmes-in 
my.Sonle, as that my heauenly Fa- 
ther will haue me yet a whule con- 


o | tinue my bitter Worme-ſcede, be- 
d B cauſe they cannot otherwiſe bee 
h BE thorowly killed.: I write this the 
c, B rather for youriſake'; for truely I 


finde,that the conſctent of my. ftate 
and neede doth helpe me much to 
diſgeſt ſuch grieuances as would 
goe too. much- againſt ſtomacke, 


of | had not'God acquainted me with 
to NF this grouhe of. patience. 'For your 
of | weakeneſſe, Sifter ; I hope God 
th | will make it end in ſtrength. It'is 


kindly for Phyſicke to enfeeble a 
while : Howloeuer, hold the Rock 
and' ſtrength of the heart, the 
Lord Iefus, .Hee who healed all 


2th | Maladics; when hee was abaſed on 
on- | Earth ; Hee, whoſe glory hath not 
(ec, | diminithed either mercie or abilt- 
, I I tie in himyhee letreth ys be weake, 
hat £ that hee may make vs ſtrong : our 
the | extremitic ; 'is | his oppbrtumiie ; 


um- | where mans, helpe iendeth, Gods 
uy power begins. The Father of mer- 
t M cies 
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ciesin Chrift;draw yon to him,and 
make you. able a little to wreſtle 
with him-for ſtrength, at leaſt for 
fpirituall comfort : Hee will be a 
Rock,and ſtrength,when heart and 
flcſh. faile ;; hee will giue you the 
Breſt of Conſolation, and comfort 
you , when no artificiall ConfeRi- 
ons can exhilarate your ſpirit ; hee 
willbean Anodyne to you , eaſ! 

you..of all your paine and gric 

{caſonably ;.a. ſhadow. at the right 
hand, againſt all heat which: trou- 
bleth; a preſent reliefe. Our weake 
mindes creeping ſtill below in 
earthly ſuccours, are 'much more 
{ſoaked with ewls than they ſhould, 
could they cry to God., and. gc 
themſclues,by vertue of his promi- 
ſes, as it were by certaine {caling 
ladders,mounted vp vnto him. The 
raine cannot lye {> long on high 
mountaines, as wee ſee it to doe in 
lower grounds ; 1 1s it in the 
waters uf qur afflitiqns. ' For the 
Fit you expe; God, whoworketi 
aboue that wee cait aske, or thinks; 
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kee, I hope, will-be better to you 
than. you looke for. Sometimes, 
when we preſume ypon freedome, 
he doth with-hold it from vs : and 
ſometimes, when we reckon on no 
other, but to xeturne to our yoake, 


and take vp our-croſſe, he doth diſ- 


| miſſe vs: but if it doe come, and at 
| thegood time, welcome it, though 
! it bea troubleſome gueſt ; I doubt 
| not, but God will make it pleaſe 
{ you wellat parting. Neither be 


too 
much mooued at thoſe other pettie 
afflitions: I ſhould rather clauſe to 
haue my houſe Gods Hoſpital,than 
a Courr-of ſuch pleaſure, wherein 
Gods feare is almoſt exiled. Bitter 
hearbesarec betrer,while they breed 
good bloud,than the ſweete(t mear, 
which engendreth | bitter vomit, 
and mortall ſickneſle. The Lord giue 
vs wiſe hearts, which may rather 
chaſeafflitions than vanity,which 
may not thinke much ro dwell in 
houſe fometime with godly mour- 
ning. Well, Siſter, you haue had 
your meaſure in godly ſorrow, as a 
M 3 toſter- 
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folter-father to the ſoule : I doe 
aſſure yon this bleſſing in the Name 
of the Lord, you ſhall receiue com- 
fort ; thy latter end ſhall be peace, 
thy winding-ſheet ſhall be as Gods 
hand-kercher , to wipe all teares 
from thy eyes, through Chriſt our 
Redeemer. 'Which I ſpeake nor, 
to weaken your Faith touchi 
temporall deliuerance, which God 
victh to ſbew.the righteous (when 
it is good ) though they fall into 
fixe , yea, into ſeuen aduerſities : 
but that your Faith, confirmed in 
that which 1s principall, may make 
you depend on God more conh- 
dently for his Redemption from 
theſe preſent cuils ( which is ac- 
ccſlorie, and lefſe principall ) and 
that ſo farre as it may ſtand with 
his glory. 


Yourlouing Brother, 


Part Bay. 


Anorigr 


| 
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Another Letter. 


] Quins Brother :. The occaſion 
oft Whites comming home,doth 
mooue mce to write ſome few 
words to you ; partly, for your 
better ſatisfaction , touching our 
affaires ; partly , for our Chriſtian 
Admonition , which. is alwayes 
needfiull : according to that ; Ad- 
moniſh one another,while it 1s cal- 


| bed today, leſt our hearts be har- 


dened, through the deceitfulneſſe 
of ſinne. The grace of God,which 
ſauerh vs by the forgineneſle of 
finne ; and the gift of adoption, 
which making vs Sonnes,bringeth- 
vs to hauc the Spirit of Chrilt 
heere, the ca penny of that 
maſſe of glory wee looke for here- 
after : This grace doth teach vs, 
that is, effecually perſwade , yea, 
and conſtraine (as Paw! ſpeaketh) 
the loue of God doth conſtraine 
VS; all ſuch as taſte it, doe walke 
not oncly iuftly towards men, bur 

M 3 godly 
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godly in the duties concerning 
Gods worſhip , publike and pri- 
uate ; and ſoberly, in vſing all the 
bleſſings and liberties of. this pre- 
ſent life, which God of his mercy 


doth vouchſafe vs. . Now,many of | 


vs are taken tarde , becauſe, that 
though wee haue care of faire and 
tuſt dealings , yet if wee examino 
our ſelnes 1n godlinefle and: tempe- 
rance,we may be put inthe Blacke 
Bill for Non-proficzents. For what is 
godlinefle ? An inward deuotion 
of heart toGod,which makeththe 
godly ſoule both: vie. diligently all 
parts of his worthip, priuate and 
publike, and alſo in-cuery thing to 


ſeeke his glory. .So, to walke tem-. 


rztely towards our ſelues , is to 
ce ſoberly affeted towards the. 
things of this life, _ wee vie : 
as neyrher to play the Harbengers 
and — acrnrcuad. 4 prouide for the 
luſts of our hearts, before wee haue. 
them.; nor yet to-goe too deepe in 
them,when wee haue them ; nor 
finally, to be mooued much, if _ 
; 1:4 ue 
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have not this or that which wee 
defire. If we haue taſted the ſweet 
graceof God in Chriſt , . you mult 
needs finde your heart drawne on 
tocaretopleaſe God byſholines and 
- ſobricty,and. weanednefle from the 
things of thts preſcat. World.Gods 
* loue conſtraineth vs to-loue. Cos 
* amry Amor: That yew (hall ſay; 
What hauelI in heaven buthim? 1n 
| carth in compariſon:of hinz? Wee 
| louc himy becauſe he hath loued vs 
| fixſt. And if you' hane felt the ſweet 
of his grace, .which is better then 
life,it will weanc.you in ſome mea- 
ſure,and make you ſobes minded 1n 
theſe earthly affaires:and delights. 
Icount all things drofle..and dung 
in 'camparifon- of, Chriſt and his 
rightcouſneſſc. A mans mouth doth 
not water after homely prouifions, 
whenhee hath taſted well of deli. 
cateſultenance;ſo,whoſe heart hath 
ſhed into it Gods fapour, which.1s 
better.theg-the vintage or.harueſt, 
then all carthly profits and plea- 
ſures; he whoſe heart feeleth this, 
M 4 Can- 
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cannot but.be more weanedly dif- 


poſed towards things tranſitory, 


thenthoſe whoſe portion isinthelſe 
matters,whoknow nogreaterhap- 
pineſle ;: wherefore let-me intreat 
you, as you will afſure your ſelfe 
that you are a'Scholler taught by 
the grace of God ; let me ſay in- 
treat you to ſtir vp your ſelte to 
—_ not to the outward na- 


ed profeſſion and ſhew of it,' bur 


thepowerof it is Gods Image re- 

nued in the ſpirit of your mind, 2. 

T imothy, ver.3.5. Thenas your face 

in a glaſſe looketh to your ſelfe, 

whole figuteitis, fo let your ſoule 

ever bee-looking towards GOD, 

whoſcimageit bearcth;ſtir-vp your. 

ſelfe to'him * ſuch as loue not the 

Lord Ieſus, let them bee accurſed. 

Would not you be afhamed toloue 

another more then your owne* be- 
trothed wif? Shall we not blufhto 
haue our affetion- more towards 
the creatiireghen God otir Creator: 
and Redeemer? to whom we hane 
plight onr faith, as being baptized 
E m 
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in his name ; which 1s likewiſe 
called vpon vs, as a mans name vp- 
on the. woman -with whom he is 
! coupled?Now true loue is officious 
| and diligent , not contented with 
; workes which are gcod 
! cheape, butit will conſtraine vs to 
| doeallgood ſeruices that are plea- 
ſing to God. . The loue of God con- 
{ ftraineth vs, yea, in priuate, todoe 
likeas Abrahamthe triend or louer 
of God, Gen.1$:; 19. Yca, to hate 
| that which is euill; Ye that lone the 
| Lord, hate iniquity,and do feare to 
offend God: Res eff ſollicits plena ti- 
mori amor: As 1t expelleth that ſla- 
uiſh feare, which 1s more of pu-- 
mſ{hment then offence, loue caſteth 

out feare ; ſo,ſober and watchtull, 
put on Chriſt: Take no careto tulfil - 
the laſts of the Reſh,viethe World 

as nat abuſing 1t ; be married as if 
you married not; yea,cut your fleſh. 
thorter in ſome things your. mind 

ſuperfluouſly defireth, .like Daxid. - 
Remember S. Pa«l,Phil.4-12. who 

was ſo weaned toal thingsthrough: 
M-5$ Cirilt, , 
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Chriſt that he could doe as well in 
want of all things, as inabundance, 
Doe net all you. may.doe., leſt you 


py commut that you may not 
oe. All things arelawtull,but I wil 
be ſeruantto nothing;be not vnpro- 
fitable towards God: Trees with- 
our fruit ſhall be cut downe; many F 
ſhall ſeeke to enter , and. ſhall not 
enter. Short ſhooting loſeth many 
a game. I call on you, leſt:your 
thoughts of marriage,your feſtiuall 
recreation, your companies, relts, 
bring you afleepe : Ancafie thing 
when the Candle is. forth , andall 
{til without din, to fall a napping; 
which will proueto ycur coftwhen , 
God ſhall. ſend _ ſummons - 
s. My wife.1s weake, 
Cf hs her vp with meck- 
nes,thankfulnes,and hope,in all her 
affetion.. We both remember.you, 
and wiſh your heart may 'not be 
hardened through the deceitfulnes 
of ſin. Bleſſed is he that feaxcth al- 
waies, but. bethat..hardeneth his 
heart, ſhal fall into cuullc .Farewel), 
FD COM-. 
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commend: vsto Maſter {his wife, 
&c.: Brother, remember one tliing 
| is -—- þ ] whatif we could win 
| Thinke oftcn tae Chriſt doth de- 
nounce awoe onghe World, whom 
| F he taketh+not. in-whoredome, . 
© drunkgnneſle, extortion, &c. bur 
| wheel he —_ Thee Inacgs 
allcepe,ineat rinKing,Dull- 
ding, renee thatis, lowing 
lawtullthi ngs,. but. with neglet of 
— therefore vulawhully. 
ade _ places. You haue tur- 
he quotation 'of many a.Sta- - 
i pros. themagaine and againe: 
Corporall ' meate taſteth_-in the 
mouth theſe are {iweet in the belly: - 
A man cannoteat his cake and haue - 
it... But -you mayeate theſe words- 
eften-; and the-oftner-you feede on. + 
them by meditarion,the more ſweet. - 
nouriſhment you ſhall find inthem. 


| mg | 
ae Bajnee- 
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| | wes Brother,though Thaye 
taken my courſe hitherto, and 
beenc more1ndulgent to my ſelte in 
priuacy then heretofore, yevaſlure 
your {elte; yon are my be{t rc-. 
membrances daily... My heamdoth 
intend'ts doe-you' the belt (eruices 
I ſhall be able,in way of yourſoule; | 
T hope.I ſhal execute them in 
time : .I would be ſorry the Steed 
ſhould ſtarue whilethe graſſe grow-. 
eth, as weſpeake mthe.Protierbe. . 
Wherefore I do admoniſh-you,that 
you would ſtir yp your heart to re-- 
entance daily, and that you would 
bor to feele_that- your affections , 
arenow ſet ypon'God : this'1s the 
touchſtone. by which we may try 
the truth'of out Religion,& of that. 
Faith we'hate to God: that courſe 
whichis eſtranged to theſe, 1sall. 
the Country wide of the way to fal-. 
uation;this isthe waythither.If you 
wi eſcapethe wrathto —_—_—_ 
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and do workes worthy ——_ 
If you repent not, yee ſhall petiſh-. 
Now the exerciſe. of this, Ca 
much :..9:2;. A renewed griefe for 
all vaworthineſlc paſt and:preſent ; 
to come home. neerer and neerer to : 
| God dayly.. Can wee doe cafier 
| pennance, ' than to. let our: hearts 
| ſmite vs with the thoughts of our 
| ignorance, our careleſnefle of God, 
| and neglecting of this ſeruice ? - of 
our great vnprofitableneſſe, which | 
alone "1s fearefull ?. For: the Tree 
that bringeth not forth' god fruit, , 
154s well cut downe.to the fire, as 
that ' which is loaded with bad. - 
Wee: cannot ſhift, -but- gricue in - 
theſe conſiderations} if our hearts - 
loue God: .- If wee failea friend in. 
dutie. of lone, it grieueth vs; but 
i6 wee. doe him a diſpleafire and 
treſpaſſe,aſtly 2lienaring his minde. 
fromvs, itdoth cut vs atthe heart; . 
that wee haue: forgot ourſelaes {6 
farre, and wee beſhrew our ſelues . 
for it: | ſhallwee then take no care.- 
tor-the things wee omit and com- 

4 mit 
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mit againſt God ? Malice onely is ' 
TS 
ſuch"w | T 
nature of Loue is; to gricue at the 
teaſt offence giuen,there where ſhe 
loueth: What if wee offend him 
not ſo grieuouſly as wee fee.others, 
ſhall wee therefore not he gricued, 
though wee Hold on in a.courke. in 
ſome meaſure offenſine? Man hath 
right toa penny as well as a ; 
and may be wronged as well in the 
one as 1n the other.: And will not 
the ſame rulc hold rowards God ? 
You muſt the rather heare on this 
ſide, becauſe that the ſparkling of . 
Gods anger im your Towne,-was a 
Summons fent: forth: for-vs ſlce- - 
persthat will not awake ourſthues, 
and prepare-to mcete our God in 
heartic penn The Famine, 
and Swor Plague, you know: 
are the three — Arrcitsthat 
God-ferueth on-{uch as breake his 
Coucnants/ impenitently. |. This. 
Brother, :istheransly way toauoid:- 
nc Ag t 
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with a ſorrowtfull heart, acknow- 
ledging, that you haue ſerued him 
laolely and rafinitſilly: If a Cre- . 
ditor ſhould lay watt to arrek& me, 
being in:the Citie; though-I chan- 
ged my.Chamber fromt Temple 
ta White-Chappell, though I cor- 
ted the Sergeant witha Fee, all 
this could not ſecure me; for ano« 
ther Sergeant. might bee.got, or 
ſome new courſe. deuiſed for me : - 
but-if my Creditor -be compoun- - 
ded with, [ walke ately. O Brother 
and Siſter, thus it.1s: wee are all of 
vsdebtors vato God;Sickneſſes are 
but his Sergeants;; there is noway 
of defeating Geddo lay his hand 
vpon vs by ſuing vnto him . 
with fairhfull & forrowfull hearrs, 
that it would-pleaſe him, for his 
Chriſtsake, to gue. vs a ' Drier 
ef and freely acquit vs. of all-our 
rreſpaſles ; ; which ſtand titithen,as 
fo.many Debts in his —_— 
our: heads :. then we may fleepe on 
bath ſides, andwalke at large ; tho 
Caalt is cleare., .withgut danger. 
Where=- 
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Wherefore delay not this matter; 
let not companie tranſport you, let 
not feare 0 painefulneſle, and for- 
going delight ,: (you are:worke a- 
traid than hurt ).let not any indif- 
poſition and flouthfulneſſe hinder 
you ; ſhake vp your ſelfe , Chriſt 
will helpe you, Mods c-modo non 
habent madam ; 'the'longer you put 
it off, thelonger you may. . A man 
that getteth vp ſome time, when 


ins head ſeemeth full of fleepe, . 


feeleth no want of it, when hee is 
well wakened ; nay, is often morc 
lightſome , than if hee had conti- 
nued ſhugging. - Wee ſhall loſe no 


contentment , by offering violence. 


to our ſpirituall ſlouthfulneſſe. The 
Ford, x oe tooke La lingering,and 
carryed him forth of Sodowe, hee 


catch' hold of 'you , and helpe'yoh. 


inthis bufineſſe; And when you 


haue found this way ,- you; maſt 
helpe your Wife ,-and call on her, 


to returne with you... A good 'man 


cannot tell how to goe to Heauen 
alone'; the-Communion. of Saints - 


muſk 
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muſt be a point of practice, as well 
asan Article of Beleefe. One Can- 
dle lighteth another: cuen ſo grace, 
where it is, will labour to Kindle 
grace where it is not. Wee had 
need to returne ; all that line ſtran- 
gers from God, ſhall periſh : as for 
vs then, it 1s good that wee draw 
necre vnto him. Now if you aske, 
how you may walke with God ? 
| I anſiwere you ; by fetting your 
heart vpon him : for as'wee ſay, 
There a nan is,where his heart is ;. 
neither can wee haue God other. - 
wiſe for our God,vnlefſe our hearts - 
be towards him ; - for if our hearts 
be on any other thingy/then that 1s 
our Treaſure, and our Gods: Now 
if you-would finde' one; whether 
God hath your heart, orho\, you 
muſt tris it by theſe rules, by ex- 
amining-whether your- thonghts 
and affeQions are taken-vp with 
him. TF our hearts: be fer vpon a 
thing, wee thinke on it often; and 
muſethereon in the night ſeaſon, 
bceing not able, meane-while on 
F take 
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take any reſt for it..So,albthat fears 
the Lord,muſt be thinkers on him ; 
though hee bee not inſight of the 
bodily eye, hee muſt ſtill runjnoup 
minds; If we take no thought of » 
thing, it is a token that-(it is of no 
reſpet with vs. Brother, God is 
not ſo commonly knowne, but hee 
1s as rerely thought vpon;and mens 
hearts ſmite them not, when they 
goe day after day ,.not once. calling 
to minde the powerfull remem- 
brance of God ; though the Scrip- 
ture, when it doth tearme men all 
the cuill thav is, doth ſtile them no 
other than ſuch as forget God. A- 
gaine, as the thoughts. muſt: bee 
mindfull of him, ſo-the affeFions 
of loue, ioy, feare, and deſire, muſt 


be towards him. Examine there- | 


fore, whether you finde not, that 


your defires are more enclining;to: 


earthly things: ; you. feare more 
often,leſt men ſhould cenſure you, 
audnote you of noueltic and pre- 
caſcneſſe, for doing duties to God; 
than. that hce ſhould juſtly haue 2 


quarrell 
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aarrell againſt you, for negleti 
his ſeruice dayly. So, if ——_— 
ioy not in the acquaintance you 
haue with this or that man;, more 
than .in the. knowledge you haue 
of God in:Chriſt Teſus, which is 
Life euecrlaſting-;.. Looke if your 
heartieſt loue be not beſtowed ra- 
| ther on the creature, than on the 
| Creator and gracious Redeemer, 
Ieſus Chrift. Now, if you finde 
 affeRionately,how farre your heart 
is out of ſquare , then you muſt 
not neglect to ſeeke remedie for 
this euull ; Griefe, which is at the 
heeles thereof, 15 not to-be regars 
ded. For when the moſt vicall part, 
even the heart, is touched, then we 
ſeeke Cordials, 2nd beftirre ys. for 
the reſtoring and preſeruing of it : - 
If the heart, as the Fountaine of 
this momentanie life, be reſpeRed ; 
what care muſt we haue of it, as it 
isa Fountaine of ſpirituall like, ne- 
uer tobe ended'2- There is but-one 
Phyſician that feeleth this. hearr- 
pulſe, and is able to heale is ;, cuen 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt Ieſus,that hath ſaid,He will 
take from vs the heart of ſtone, 
that is, our ſecure, impenitent, and 
dreadlefſe hearts,continually offen- 
ding our God ; and will giue vs 
flefhy,that is,tender hearts, ſuch as 
ſhall ſmite vs when wee treſpaſſe 
againſt him. Wee had need to cry 
to him; for the beſt of our hearts, 
if wee knew them, are ſo naught, 
that they had need to be made anew 
thorowout, for they are paſt men- 
ding. Labour to find out this mor- 
tall poyſon , which extinguiſheth 
all life of grace. The loue of the 
World and the loac of the Father 
fight like fire and water, they will 
not ' dwell tegether.. Keere the 
heart withall diligence, for thence 
are the iflues of life; pray to God 
to change it, pray to him to keepe 
the frame of it: refraine that which 
encreaſeth the ſinfull diſtemper of 
it ; acquaint your ſelfe with ſuch 
good meanes, by which your thin- 
King vpon God, and your heartic 
affections rowards him , may _ 
CIK® 
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cheriſhed and encreaſed. I will 
ſhortly ſend you a Letter of fuller 
| direction this way. It is better 
to feele Gods fauour one houre in 
our repenting ſoules , than to fit 
whole Ages vnder the warmeſt 
Sun-ſhinc this World affoordeth. 
Commend me to my louing Sliter ; 
| ſhe mult thinke of this mattertoo: 
not thoſe that are carclefle & flouth. 
full, but the violent, that catch at it 
by force,they carry away the King- 
dome. Many that ſeeke, ſhall not 
enter; what will become of vs, if 
wee ſeeke not; in words and pro- 
teſfion ? All Chriſtians looke to 
Heauen ; indeed we are all for the 
Earth: this taketh vp — 
and affections , that wee are like 
Beat-men, that looke one way, but 
row another. 
The Lord bee with both your 
{pirits, Farewell. 


Your louing Brother, 
Pax Bayne. 


Another 
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Another Letter. 


to-condole your chance: with 
you 4n the ſight of my God; wiſh- 
ing him out of: his grace, to cnter- 
lace the ſence of :his ſweete loue 


with your bitter diſcomfort,and to Þ 
glue you the quict fruit of righ- þ 


tcouſneſle, following in the end of 
-this your chaſtiſement. The Lord 
doth giue vs many things, and that 
onely to prooue vs , that by them 
wee may be led vnto knowledge of 
our hearts., either to ſee our owne 
weakeneſſe, and thereby reucxence 
and loue the Giuer, and fo to tee 
comforted when hee taketh them 
from vs;or todiſcouer by them the 
vnweanednefle of our affections, by 
liuing in mg heme forgetfulneſc 
of God ; that finding ſuch _ 
wee may be mooued to godly for- 
row; the cnd of which,is faluation. 
Euent, which is one Booke that 0- 


neneth Gods ſecret pleaſure, doth 
. now 


' A Lasdeare Brother,I defire for | 


now ſpeake thus much ; That God 
did neuer _ goals ſhould” 
long entoy t l e you; 
| ha did.1t to nw). what i 

| to make you ſce it, eyther to your 
comfort, orto.your further humili- 
ation before him. The ſpirit of man 
knoweth'the things of man ; you 
haue 2 priuitie within your ſelfe, 

| which can determine one way this 

| caſe, which in it ſelfe is indifferent. 
Naw to helpe you {as God ſhall 
guide) vnder this hand., :you muſt 
marke what this courſe, on-Gods 
part, doth moſt probably tend to; 
and in the ſecond place, what you 
are to doe, that -out of your great 

| Joffe, you may worke to your ſelfe 
| true aduantage. For the firſt, the 
# Lord doth point our thus much ; 
'& thatthere is corruption ſvill lying 
© 41 you, that muſt be purged forth ; 
and that he out of his fatherly loue 
.cannot.ceaſe;but. miniſtev medicine 
-to you, ito the. end that hee imay 
bring -away that - which would: o- 
therwiſe hazard your ſoules m_ 
c 
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Wee are not made heauie with ma- 
ny things, vnlefle our neede ſo re. 
quire, ſayrh $. Peter, Chap.1.5. A 
wiſe Phyſician will not giue Potion P* 
aftcr Potion , where bad matter is 

ſuſhiciently euacuated ; much lefle 
will God reiterate ſuch ſtrong Pur- 

ges,it hee did not ſee that our need IM + 
did enforce it. Wherefore, deare 7 « 
Brother , you muſt learne to ſee |} 1 
Gods mercic in following of you, Þ} i 
and the nced your ſoule hath thus F7 1 
to be dealt withall ; you muſt be- Þ} £ 
thinke you , how. that his former Þ} ! 
blow did not worke ſo to purpoſe ÞÞ 1 
vpon you,as was meet: which doth Þ vi 
make him deale like the cunning Þ 15 
Phyſician, who when there is not Þ > 
bloud enough taken away , doth Þ} i 
Repetere vices, open the Veine, and I 0! 
make it bleede afreſh. You muſt Þ/th 
bethinke you , what ſcape did 0-)t1 
uertake you in youth, that your 
God ſhould make a ſemblance, 

as if hee thought you 'not wor- 
_ of _ ſtable —— 4 ſo þ 
ouely a bleſling , as is a Chriſtian Fae 
| : as tractable ot 
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traftable louing Wife: Happy is he 
| that diggeth into himſelfe, to find 
7 theroots of hiseuils. Morbi noſtrs 
| facilias curantur quam inweninnt ur; 

| Pray to God that you may take to 

| heartthe cauſes of things; then the 
K cftects ſhall quite ceaſe , when the 
| cauſesare remoued. We that hold 
7 demarresto ſound the truth ofcau- 

{es,and who would rather haue the 
4 1udgement of a whole Colledge of 
| Phyſicians , then noe find out the 
ground of a bodily griefe : how 
r Þ thonld we ſeeke to God, that we 
e Þ might through his light diſcerne 
h Þ whatdwellethinonrfpirits? Which 
'-, 


SES 


wu 


| 15 the grotind of his diſpleaſure. 
t © Now for the ſecond ching How you 
h þ may make the beſt of this viſitati- 
dj on; you muſtdoethis,bydeclining 
& Þ that which may hinder, and vſing 

that which may further the effe&n- 
r 4 working of this vpon you to fal- 
, uation. O Brother, if you take Phy. 

licke,wil you goe out-intothe ayre? 
> Will you diſtemper your fel | by 
diet > Will you hurt theworkifig 
of it in you?Such accidents as theſe, 


arg 
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are Gods Phyſicke for your ſonle: O 
be carcful ro let them worke in you 
to purpoſe,that your healing( — wa 
God ſhall ſhew «) may ſtand a Fall 
and Spring with you, .may be con- 
tinuall.If a Potion {tay not with vs, 
but come vp againe vntimely what 
will it benefit the body? Ifa Scare- 
cloth heput vpon vs,and we weary 
quickly,pull itcff againg,what pro- 

can 1t bring v,s?-O ſo, when God 
layeth theſe Plaſters to our hearts, 
indeed ſomewhat ſmarting , if we 
will not letthem lie on, but quench 
that ſorrow for {inne, by company, 
and other occafions,notdyeting our 
ſoules ,'as whoare Paticnts vnder 
Gods hands : ' Alas, weſhall beas 
ready fora new Purge, as ifwe had 
neuer taken any. O Brother,l giue 
you uo worſe counſell, then 1 my 
{clte practiſe; If 1 knew any ſafer, 
you ſhould haue it: The Lord giuc 
you Wiſedome , that you may be 
able to looke before you , and de- 
light in ſuch things, which though 
they be tedious for the ——_ 
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they will end ſweetly.I know your 
danger;Oh,it we had but our owne 
fooliſh hearts.,, wee had enemy e- 
novgh,too mighty for vs, without 
tlc hclpe of Iefus Chriſt our Lord: 
But a great many of Syrens ſing a- 
bout you a great many of matters, 
which will by littleand little, ſteale 
the ſauoury thought of theſe things 
out of your heart: yea, would we 
had not cuill ſpirits to keep pofle- 
flion in vs, with ſuch violence, that 
we can hardly make entrance for a 
thonght of this nature. Again, it ſo 
fareth with vs, that things the ſc- 
cond time, ſtir vs not commonly fo 
much asart the firit; as nature, the 
more ſhee is accuſtomed to. medi- 
cine,the lefſe ſhe 1s moved with it: 
O you mult be afraid of thiscarri- 
age to your Phylician;ttrong things 
will poyſon vs if they purge vsnot. 
Againe,our hearts are ſo hard, that 
till the Spiritdoe ſofrenthem,the(s 
atflitions which are Gods ham- 
mers, beate cold Iron ; all is boot- 
lefſe. O when you teele it, cry to 

N2 bin 
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are Gods Phyſicke for yourſonle: O 
be carcful ro let them worke in you 
to purpoſe,that your healing(when 
God ſhall ſhew ut) may ſtand a Fall 
and Spring with you, .may be con- 
tinuall. If a Potion ſtay not with vs, 
but come vp againe vntimely what 
will it benefit the body? If a Scarc- 
cloth heput vpon vs,and we weary 
uickly,pull itcff againe,what pro- 
Fx can it bring v.s?-O ſo, when God 
laycth theſe Plaſters to our hearts, 
indeed ſomewhat ſmarting , if we 
will not letthem lie on, but quench 
that ſorrow for {inne, by company, 
and other occafions,notdyeting our 
ſoules ,'as whoare Paticnts vnder 
Gods hands: ' Alas, weſhall beas 
ready fora new Purge, as if we had 
ncuer taken any. O Brother, I giuc 
you uo worſe counſell. then IT my 
ſclte practiſe; If 1 kneyv any ſafer, 
you ſhould haue it. The Lord giue 
you Wiſedome , that you may be 
able to looke before you , and de- 
light in ſuch things, which though 
they be tedious for the preſent, yet 
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they will end ſweetly.I know your 
danger; Oh,it we had but our owne 
fooliſh hearts, wee had cnemy e- 
novgh,too mighty for vs, without 
tle hcipeof Iefus Chriſt our Lord: 
But a great many of Syrens ſing a- 
bout you a great many of matters, 
which will by littleand little, ſteale 
the ſauoury thought of theſe things 
out of your heart: yea, would we 
had not cuill ſpirits to keep pofle- 
flion in vs, with ſuch violence, that 
we can hardly make entrance for a 
thonght of this nature. Again,it ſo 
fareth with vs, that things the ſe- 
cond time, ſtir vs not commonly fo 
much asar the firit; as nature, the 
more ſhee is accultomed to medi- 
cine,the lefle ſhe 1s moved with it: 
O you mult be afraid of this carri- 
age to your Phyliclan;ttrong things 
will poyſon vs if they purge vsnot. 
Againe,our hearts are fo lard, that 
till the Spiritdoe ſofrenthem,the(s 
afflitions which are Gods ham- 
mers, beate cold Iron ; all is boot- 
lefſe. O when you teele it, cry to 
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| himthat hath promiſed to take a- 
way this heart of ſtone: what need 
I warne you how malicious the 
Deuill is, to dart ſuch thoughts 
through vs, asit ſeeing it will beno 
better,all is wel cnough? Your ſtate 
is thusaugmented , your credit in- 
creaſed, your ſelfe more capable of 
further aduancements and content- 
ments in that Kind;ſ{ceing you liued 
kindly with her, and it is Gods 
pleaſure,whocan vndoe that which 
is done? The Lord rebuke him for 
you. O turne from ſuch curſed 
thoughts which tend to this ,, that 
you may be kept {lumbering and 
ſleeping , till God ſend forth ſome 
hcauier ſummons for the awaking 
of you. Now for your helpe this 
way, I haueſentyoualetter which 
I haue long intended, but hitherto 
haue beene preuented : The Lord 
bleſſe it vnto you. There be two ex- 
tremes vnder Gods hand:the one is 
to ſet light by it , the other isto 
droope too much vnder it. Now 
you muſt goe in the nuddeſt;take 1t 


ro 
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to heart but with hope, knowing 
that it 1s good to beare the yoke, 
and that it ſhall be well with ſuch 
as walte ſilently vpon the Lord: 
and therefore ſay with Archa, I will 
beare it becauſe I haxe ſinned. Thinke 
your heauenly Father, that GOD 
that 1s loue it ſelfe , hath putthis 
cup into your hands, and ſay with 
Chriſt, Shall I not arinke the cup my 
Father hath put into my hand ? For 
our bodies good we drinke things 
which make vs ſet many a ſowre 
face onthem;what (hal we not wel- 
come for our ſoules health ? Yet as 
you muſt let it downe and humble 
your ſoule , ſo you muſt comfort 
your ſelfe another while , there 1s 
mercy with him that hee may be 
feared. It is good to intermeddle 
reſtoratiues of ſpirituall ſtrength, 
which may raiſe vp rhe ſoule in 
truc comfort, aſwell as otherwhile 
to bceate downe our ſoules in 
thought which may humble them, 
The Lord hath giuen you from time 
to time pledges of his fatherly care 
3 OHCT 


Chriftian Letters. 
ouer you: yea, ſuch by which = 
may gather that he Willneuer for. 
fake you;zwhom he loueth,heloueth 
totheend. Yea, this is his great 
loue, and he offereth himſelfe as a 
Father to you , that he will not let 
your ſpirit goe at randome,but cor- 
reteth the thingamiſſe in it ; thar 
he bring you to be partaker of the 
quiet fruit of righteouſheſſe, and 
ſaue you from being condemned 
with thoſe that are of vnbroken 
heart,whoſe hcarts ncuer mourned 
for their ſinne. If you cannot ſee 
this mercy, of this you muſt not be 
diſinaide; though it be night, we 
ſhall haue day againe; yea, his loue 
is the ſameit was,though our ſence 
and feeling is changed. Sit licer i 
natos facies anstera parentum , Mens 
ramen equa manet. I doe aflure you 
in that knowledge of my God, that 
if. you doe bur fauourably iudge 
your ſelfe before him, and humble 
your ſelfe in hisſight : if you willa 
while count that ſtate beſt when 
you feele your heart deuoted to 


him; 
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him ; though'the countenance bee 
deie&,that great God thatcomforts 
the abiet , and exalteth the hum- 
ble , hee will exalt you and comfort 
you with true ioyand proſperity. 
Thus in haſte I doe commit you to 
the Lord: | 


Your louing Brother, 
- Part Bayne. 


Another Letter. 


- Ouing Brother, I know, a 
word or' two: will bee more 
welcome- then contitmall- filence; 
wherefore I will let you vuder- 
ſtand how it is with vs. My wines ' 
infirmities doe continue with her, 
bur thee hath more” ſtrength , + 
thanke God', -and the violent 
working of them -is'enen- paſt ,'at 
leaftreſteth for a' ſeaſon. It wenr, 
whenl did write-to you firſt', ex- 
ceeding hard with her ; bur if the 
Lord giuc vs faich , hee canworke 
aboue all wee. can askeor thinke. 
Itis good we ſhould haue falſe fires 
N 4 {hot 
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ſhot off ſomtimes to ſtart vp our 


ſlumbring ſoules, whichare heauic 
to {leepe , though wee be neuer fo 
wakened.Somtime acoldnefle com- 
meth on our ſpirits, which maketh 
them vnactiue vntogood , likeas it 
i151nthe body , the heart is aſleepe 
ſometime whenthe eics are held 0- 
pen:ſometimes wetakeanap inthe 
laſts of our hearts : ſometimes we 
wink,by falliogintovnfruitful cour- 
ſes,idle words pal ing good houres 
to no purpole:the Diuel hath many 


waycs to rocke our ſoules afleepe, 


by making vs retourne our. good 
purpoſes, and take day: ſtill alittle 
ſlumber, a little folding of the 
hands ; if wee eſcape falling from 
grace,luſts vnfruitfulnes: if we wall 
not make delaics but ſet ypon good 
dutijcs,yetcuen in theſe,our drowſic 
hearts make vs nodde oftentimes 
through indeuotion. 

And becanſ? I am fallen into this 
Theame,l pray you both take heed 
that your Soules bee not thus oucr- 


taken, that the firſtloue , the gra- 
CCS 
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ces which at any time you either 
haue had bee not leſſened. Looke in 
the 13. of the Rexel. 26.and notto 
husband our talents, or increaſe 
them , is the next fore-runner of 
iudgement. Take heede of gluing 
place toluſts , hee that ſoweth to hs 
fleſh, ſhall reape dettruttion, Gal.6. 
$8. take heede of vafruitfulneſle : 
the tree that beareth not good 
fruit, is a-tree that ſhall-bee cut 
downe, as well as the tree that 
beareth bad fruit , and eucry idle 
Word ſhall be accompted for : let 
not the Deuill preuaile with vs to 
put off a good purpoſe; quench not 
the Spirit, 1.7heſ.5.19. delayes, if 
any wherc,here they are dangerous; 
let vs ſhake our ſelues vp againſt 
that-indenotion and fſpirituall floth 
which will creepe vpon vs in do- 
ing good ; bee not lothtfull, be fer 
uent in ſpirit ; curſed 1s hee that 
doth the buſines of God haſtingly, 
Brother, wee that are the Lords, 
though we are not ina dead ſleepe 
with the world, yet our ſoules hane 
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the remnants of facha lethargie as 
that we are often napping in theſe 
kindes.The Lord hath need toſcnd 
out ſummons for vs ſleepers,or we 
ſbquld bee in danger by them. A- 
wake thou that fleepeſt , itand vp 
from the dead,Chrilt ſhall ginethce 
light; he that1s the true light, the 
quickning ſpirit,hauing our nature 
glorious with him in the Heauen, 
The Lord our Redeemer , the 
quickening ſpirit , quicken our 
foules, and keepe them through 
faith in his power,to that Saluation 
whichis laid vp for vs inthe Hca- 
ENS, 


Yourlouing Brother, 
Paul Bayne. h 


Another Letter. 


\ : Oning Brother,I havezeceiued 
gyour letter full of heauy report, 
but that our need is ſuch that wee 


muſt bee made hgauy with ſundry 
| temp- 
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remp tations ; our God doth not de- 
light in tcatinsvs, bat our neceſſi- 
ties inforce It: :God hat hraken from 
'ou an innocentdhd fivecteonforr, 
theinaturall- Nurſe of your nivſery ;, 
a Faithfull diſpericet-of your eſtate : 
ins word , a-good Wife, ' who did 
you good and not euillall her dayes. 
Wee are bereft of a ſiſter,a Siſtet 
indeede ; (as Saint Pauſpeakethof 
Widowes) whole loſfe though T 
beare' more -weanedly ; becanſe I 
knew her-more ſparingly ; ; yet"is 
doth grieve me{he1sgone without 
any fruits of myloue with her. The 
Lord ceachv$s'tobe ſeruiceable mn- 
tually while we enioy each'otber, 
that we come not'to with-we had 
done fo. Brather; it'is my deſire , 
and I wil ſceke ar Godshands with 
a faſtiig for you, that hee would 
gitie you repentance ,-and: ſpeake 
to your ſoule., humbled 'vnder his 
hand , that hce will heale-all' with . 
aduantabe. A great» breach hath 
Godtaade your hotſe , .bur his 
mending is better then-his making. 
| i 
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1 doubt-not, but. you know by 
this, that God doth call you to rc- 
pentance; ,no bulk, will ſtopthe gap 
ſowell;as humbling our ſoules; and 
1udging.. them_ in. his ſight :. now 
this 1s an excrcile that requireth 
entring into our owne hearts , and 
conſidering what euils haue ſlept 
in ourboſomes, eſpecially inthoſe 
wayeswhich the finger of G OD 
doth point out more. particularly: 
Dent. 30.1. Kings 8.47-. 2. To 
ect a ſight and ſence of Gods hand 
on vs, and yet of his mercy that 
wee. are not conſimed. . 3. From 
this feeling eſpecially of his mcr- 
cy., Which is neuer taken from vs 
in his chaſtiſements, wee muſt 
humble our: ſelues by confeſſion, 
which giueth glory to God , and 
ſhame to.our ſelues, - by cenſuring 
our owne foules; as Exe. 26. 34- 
Yee ſhall jadge your ſelues as wor- 
thy to bee cut off: by crying for 
' mercies,as Dawid,P/a.s 1.And thus 
-1nhumiliation cometohimzand re- 
#new our Ccouenants with'our God. 
Now 
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' Now of our ſelues wee. are full of 
indiſpoſitionto this worke ;and all 
that conuerſe about you, in compa- 
riſon, will call you from this pra- 
ice, in which onely is your true 
peace :. and {o you. had necdc to 
looke vp to Ieſus Chriſt, who is- 
made the Lord,that hath all power 
in Heauen and -in Earth , that hee 
maygiue his iſrael true repentance. 
and forgiueneſſe of ſinnes,, A.s. 
31., E/ay'26..12.. Not thinking 
much to attend vpon him, as the 
eyes of a handmaid on her Miſtris : 
For who is Itke vnto our God? and 
what is more. prectons, than the 
grace .of Repentance ?  Againe, 
Brother, know, that you haue no 
aviſedome , te carry your ſelfe as 
becommeth you, vnder this great 
hand of ; For on both hands 
the Dinell will aſſayle.you, and the. 
folly found -,in our - hearts , doth 
make, his Temptations more dan- 
gerous ; firſt, to deſpiſe the Cor- 
rection of 'God ; ſecondly,to count 
It irkeſome z;cyther. to ward: the. 
{rnare 
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ſmart off by impenitent meanes, 
or to be \wellowed'vp with griete, 
and filled with bitterneſſe, in endu- 
Ting of it. - Now for the firſt; wee 
doe it partly by 1nward- ſupgeſh- 
ons ; perſwading our 'ſelues, that 
wee ſhall wearc the- matttr forth 
well enough ;-that wee are'once a- 
eaine at-l,bertic,and are in 'eletion 
of ſuch and ſuch-preferments, (if 
{ach-things happen notto'bee- in 
your mihde,1t is-the Ged 6f Peace 
that keeperh them our: )lometintcs 
againe,by makane this or that way 
delightfull-vnto vs ;- ſuffering our 
{clues to be'diawne away” by idle 
companie,whichare no betterthan 
the Diuels Wiiſtla,to call vs away 
from all ſauorie courſes ,'yea; his 
Minſtrels,to' lull vs iff our4pirituall 
flumber. Now t#ke heed hereof; 
for this were to dawbe'vp the wall 
with viiterypercd Mortdr' + The 
eaſe which is'potrenithis Way; is 
like theeaſerment of cold drinke to 
hot Agues, it wolld make a wor: 
thing breeds ;-for that which ſtays 
erg 
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eth the working of mans Phylicke, 
hurteth the body ; which wee may 
concciue,by application thereof to 
the ſoule, if wee will not embrace 
ouratfictions patiently. Now, if 
you will not liſten vnto God, when 
he calleth on this manner, then he 
will drench you with ſorrow ,cſpe- 
cially three wayes. Firſt, hee will 
hide from your eyes the remem- 
brance of ſuch things;in whichyou 
may take comfort ; yea, keeping 
you from taſting all the mercies of 
God, with which this correction 
is intermeddled. Secondly, he will 
helpe you with a SpeRtacle, and 
make you ſee too bigge, both the 
preſent Hand, and all olde matters 
and circumſtances , which may 
make it ſeeme grieuous. Thirdly, 
hee will hide from. your eyes all 
comfortable hope of Iflne, which 
God is moſt faithtull to giue. Now 
therefore, deare Brother, the Lord 
Teſus graunt you.may tinde fauour 
in his ſight, to eſcape euill ſnares, 
Make a vertug of neceſliric: be not 
afraid. 
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afraid-to ſee ſinne , and feele the 


ſtnartthcreof; but remember with- 
all, what the Law of the Spirit hath 
done, in the courſe of your life : 
ſtrike your couenant anew,there 1s 
hope with our God ; for all this, 
reade Ezech.2. 3. Hee is faithfull 
to giue. Iſſue ; yea, though he make 
heauie, yet he will comfort in thc 
multitude of mercics, Lamentation, 
3-32. Turne from it, as from the 
Deuill ,. that would quench thc 
ſparkes of your godly | mm and 
abiection before the. eyes of your 
God. Take heede, my Sonne , of 
deſpiſing and making light, or ac- 
counting irkeſome the chaſtiſc- 
ment of God : If yee lacke wilc- 
dome, begge it; I will giue i, and 
not reproach you, Heb,1 2.5. James 
1.5. Ocry to God, that thas you 
may be guided. Should you not hind 
this grace , . hee would guickly lay 
your honour in the. duſt, and wee 
ſhould haue cauſe to.-weepe in ſe- 
cret: Farwell his Kingdome,farwell 
cucry thing; But if he giye you this, 
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] dare aſſure you, all happineſſe 
ſhall follow you heere, and for 
cuer. Secke his Kingdome , and 
all things ſhall be caſt vpon you, 
Matth. 6. 


Another Letoey. 


Y deare Siſter, what thankes 

doe I owe to my God, for 
his Fatherly conſolation , where- 
with hee doth comfort you ? The 
Lord encreaſe in me brotherlyloue, 
and that grace , which may make 
me ſandtifc him in all his mercie. 
and truth , which I ſee him ſhew 
any of his children; eſpecially ſuch, 
whom his proutdence hath endea- 
red to me, aboue others. The en- 
creaſe of your godly gricfe , with 
freedome from diſtruſt, more than 
heretofore , hath nothing in it to 
be admired. The more wee loue, 
the more wee gricue , that wee 
haue offercd any grieuance to thoſe 
whom wee loue. The more wee 
teele Gods: loue in forgiuing = 
the 
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The. more wee loue againe : ſhee 
loueth much, becauſe {Hee findeth 
mach is forginen her ; much lone 
ſhewed her firſt. Diſtruſt: hinde. 
reth vs from feeling Gods loue ; 
Gods loue cclip{ed from vs,ours 1s 
much cnfecbled towards him ; our 
loue weake,our griete for offending 
him, cannot come ſo kindlytrom 
vs, forthis is proportioned to our 
loue. Bleſſed be God, who giueth 
you thoſe groanes, after his grace : 
God acknowledgeththat which his 
Spirit ſuggeſteth. , When wee bid 
our Children (as. Charinie for ex- 
ample) ſay, I pray you, Mother, 
glue me this; wee: doe It not, but 
when wee meane to giue them that 
which wee teach them toaske. '.So 
it 1s with God : Hee dothmot ſend 
his Spirttto our hearts, to helpe vs 
with groanes, but when hee mea- 
neth to anſwer our deſires : Hee 
that maketh vs ſowe, will make vs 
reape. Hungry | nocre foules arc 
glad,when they heare that meate 15 
toward them ;. glad when they are 

inuited, 
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imited, though yer their Knife is 
not layd on boord. Let this com- 
fort you, Siſter, your Chriſt ſayth ; 
Come wholo thitſteth, and drinke 
till it ſtreameth from you, 7oh.7. 
And the poore ſhall eate, and be 
fatisfied, and prayſe my Name. 
They that ſecke the Lord , their 
hearts ſhall live. The Lord re- 
toyce ouer his owne Worke, and 
continue it in you vnto the end. 
Fareyell, 

Your louing Brother, 


Paul Bayne. 


Another Letter. 


Eare Siſter, your Couſin Derx- 

ham returning, I cannot bur in 
few words anſwer ,your Letter I 
receiued. I doe defiretobe thank- 
full for Gods truth and tender mer- 
cie towards you , and for making 
mee a Miniſter of your Conſolati- 
on : Though wee. bee vnfaithtull, 
yet God will be found faithfull. 
When 
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When wee , through weakeneſſ, 


follow him , not challenging him 
with rcuerence , concerning his 
good words which he hath ſpoken 
tovs; when wee wait not on the 
performance of his promiſes ; eucn 
then hee preuenteth vs with his 
goodnefle,and for his Names fake, 
hee commeth leaping ouer thole 
Mountaines of Bether, viz.all our 
indiſpoſition, and vnworthineſle, 
Hee who is thus good tovs, ſo vn- 
belecuing ; if we would mend our 
faith, how would hce augment his 
mercies? This faithfulnefle of God 
ſhould make vnbeliefe odious to 


vs, and cauſe vs to labour againſt | 


it, bylooking to the Author and 
finiſher of our faith ; enen then, 
when through Gods gracious pre- 
ſence we feele our ſelnes in belt ta- 
King. For as a man,who hath becne 
handled fore once with the Stone, 
will labour to keepe 1t downe, and 
cleare himſelfe of it,when now hee 
is well,and the Fit ouer ; ſo, inthis 
ynbelicte , hauing found how it 
ſhakes 
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ſhakes vs; when we haue the moſt 
releaſe from it, then muſt wee ſtill 
be dealing with it : for though the 
Fit is ceaſed, yct the fpirituall ſick. 
neſſe ſtill Iurketh in vs. Remems- 
ber, good Siſter , how the Dcuill 
hath diſturbed your peace : how 
little things , not looked to more 
timely, haue bred matter of great 
gricuance. Labour to haue ſtill in 
light that our naturall folly, which 
maketh vs remember our beating 
no longer, than the ſmart laſteth. 
Labour to hcare your Chriſt ſaying 
every day to your ſoule ; I am that 
Sauiour, who ſaue my people from 
linne, I will be thy faluation. Fi- 
{ally , ftriuve to haue a thankefull 
acknowledgement of Gods mercie 
towerds you ; Then ſhall your 
Peace be like the Sunne,which ſhi- 
neth brighter and brighter, till the 
neight of it be attained. 

My deſire is to doe good to your 
foule, both in my preſence with 
you,and abſence from you. If you 
could marke your ſclte, and let me 
know 
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know what moſt hindereth you; 
where you fhinde your ſelfe wea- 
keſt, I ſhould fit you better with 
aduice, when God gaue me atilitic 
to ponder that eſtate. I continue, 
Siſter,better than ſometime I haue 
beene; but- held vnder the hand of 
God: for that painefull weakeneſle 
in the buttome of my body , doth 
ſtill follow. mee. The Lord teach 
me to doe his will, and-endure his 
pleaſure : And hee that will haue 
finfull men 1oyne with CorreQtion, 
Nurture and Inſtruction, he make 
me profit by all his chaſtiſements. 
The Lord delight to make vs cuer 
with good hearts confeſle his truth 
and mercie rowards vs, The Loyd 
blefſe you with cncreaſe - of com- 
fort, and blcfle all yours , with 
YOU, 


Your louing Brother, 


Paxl Bayne. 


Anotbe 
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Another Letter. 


Ouing Siſter, I am glad that 

God doth adde ſomewhat to 
your 'health.; for I hope it is a 
pledge of further fauour. The Lord 
open our eyes, that we may ſce him 
to be ourlife,and the length of our 
dayes. You mult not let want of 
companie make you lefle light- 
ſome : wee vie not companie well, 
when wee are not fitted, by entoy- 
ing it, the more thanketully to for- 
beare it, when the pleaſure of God 
1s,that we thould be bereaued of it 
for a while. Your beſt Husband 
hee is with you ſtill, at Bed and 
Beord,readic tovouchſate you the 
ſweeteſt Communion. The Lord of 
hs tender loue draw you after him, 
and ſpeake peace and faluation to 
your ſpirit. I haue kept from you 
the extremitie of my Viſitation ; 
but the Candle hath not gone out 
by night, ſince the 'Thurſday after 
my comming from you : — 
| 
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theſe two nights, for a good ſpace, 
I haue beene forced to haue ſome 
watch by me. Yet,Siſter, theſe arc 
but the beginnings of ſorrowes, 
theſe are not the fickneſles that 1 
haue long looked for. The Lord 
make mee precious in his {ight, to 
be made able to ſuffer and do euery 
thing in his Chriſt. My hearrt fol. 
loweth God, deſirous to be taught 
of him wholly to endure 2ll his 
leaſfure. I thanke you for your 
ouing remembrance , which you 
ſtill have of me. The Lord ftirre 
vp my heart,that I may remember 
you to him, and that I may be rea- 
dic to helpe you with whatſocuer 
Ohce of true loue ſhall lye in my 
power. Thus, with my loue re- 
membred, I commend you,and all 
my Couſins with you, tothe graci- 
ous protection of the Almightic. 


Your louing Brorher, 
Paul Bayne, 


Another 
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Another Letter. 


Oue is a thing we may lawfully 

owe ; and becauſethisisa frutt 
of louc to conlider one another, and 
prouoketo good workes,to exhort 
one another, that we be not harde- 
ned through the deceitfulneſlc of 
ſinne: Therefore I wiſh that other 
things not neglected, my louc may 
be moſt fruirfull in this kinde., Let 
me thencall to your minde the du- 
ties you know well , that you may 
more and more bee a practiſer of 
them. The Scripture, 2.C:r.13.5, 
6.biddeth vs proue our {elues, and 
telleth vs that if Chriſt be'not in 
vs,we are Counterfeits: It becom- 
meth vs therefore to ſee on what 
ground we ſtand,that we may make 
ſure worke with our God. It falſc 
gold walked abroad, we would not 
take a Peece, but trying it; ſo wiſc 
we are, that we may not be decci- 
ved in earthly things ,' when wee 
hand oner head admitany thing as 
CUI - 
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currant in the way of ſaluation, 
Now we may ealily know if we be 
in Chriſt , or Chriſtin vs: for-as 
where the Sun ſhineth, it may be 
diſcerned hence , becauſe the dark. 
neſſe doth diſperſe , all things are 
lightſome : cuen ſo where thisSun 
of righteouſnefle ſhineth,the-darke 
clouds of ignorance and finne arc 
ſcattered , the light of knowledge 
and grace ſhineth. If you bee in 
Chriſt , you hane crucified the 
fleſh,with the luft of it, Gal. 5.24. 
If you be in Chriſt, you are a new 
creature , 2. Cor. 5. 20. Where- 
fore Brother, becauſe I know there 
islittle wind abroad to driue this 
Mill, the Lord by his Spirit worke 
all things forvs. 


Your louing Brother, 


Paul Bayne. 


Another 
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Another Letter. 


VV* , you ſhould let mee 
heare from you,and know 
how you fecele your ſoule affected; 
who can fit a ſhoo that knoweth 
not the foute ? How can I fit you 
with helpefull counſell, while you 
conceale from me your daily con- 
dition ? You would not — 
have a Phyſician preſcribe blind- 
fold , rouingin vncertaine without 
a marke; but you carc not what you 
put vpon my invention. Brother, 
how doe youfeele your ſoule cuery 
day? doth it grow vp inthe life of 
God ? hathit morc dcfire of him, 
thought concerning him , more 
loue, repentance, holy ſhame-faſt- 
nefſe?If the body beinan Atrophy, 
and not like, what means ſocuer we 
vied, whata griefe would it be vn- 
tovs? Shall we not grieue if our 
ſoules' grow not vp in the life of 
grace ? Doe you feele ſome little 
good thing more then you hauc 
O 2 done 
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done heretofore ? it muſt comfort 
vs, and we muſt confeſle it with 
thankes,giuing to God glory. If we 
mention by. Letter, and blefle God 
in our bodily health, how much 
more mult his kindnesto our ſoules 
bee acknowledged ? I pray you let 
me and you fall into Letter collo- 
quics ofthisnature. Brother, the 
life of grace in the heart doth aske 
daily diligence to maintaine it. Doe 
you not ſce 1n nature, Animantrs cu- 
rſque vita ett fuga? Were it not for 
the repaire by nutrition,the natural 
life would be ſoone extinguiſhed. 
So, doe you not feele the life of 
God in your ſoule? you cannot find 
any vigour of it ſaoner,, then you 
ſhall feele a ſecret exhauſture and 
decay creeping vpon you. Now as 
we take bodily refeiondaily, and 
count it not grieuous , ſowee mult 
work vpon our hearts before God, 
that wee may feele by this meanes, 
from hima daily renewing of the 
dcit ſtrength invs. The good God 
of nature bath putadelight inthoſc 
bodily 
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bodily funQtions , in whichis the 
preſcruatien of our perſons ; this 
makerth vs not abiect them: but be- 
cauſe our ſoules are to the meanes 
of grace,as a ficke ſtomacke- isatfe- 
&edto meate,becaule it is painetull 
alittle to vs, therefore the beſt du- 
ties arcfore-flowed. The Lord fauc 
vsfrom this ſlouth of ſpirit,we wil 
cate without appetite: one bit they 
ſay will drive downe another. Ler 
vs doe tnus with our ſoules,and we 
ſhall find thar eaſie which hath ſee- 
med painefull. Without cracking 


the ſhel', wee cannot come to the. 
kernell. The Lord keepe you in his 
feare and fauour. 


Another Letter. 


Ood Maſter Dow. I cannot but 
write vnto 0 , things going 

as they doe, though otherwiſe 1 
ſhould haue vied ſome forbearance, 
becauſe of my imployments. The 
irſt part of your Letter did reioyce 
me, andthe latter griene me: for I 
O 3 cefire 
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deſire to praftiſe the dutie of re. 
membring the afflited , as if my 
ſelfe were afflicted in body; accor. 
ding as we are commanded : Heb, 
13.3. Iamglad God hath not one. 
ly kept you hitherto, but ſhed into 
your heart his Fatherly loue in 
Chriſt : ſothat you vow (through 
hiserace) thankefulneſle vnto the 
end. A voycetaught by Gods Spi- 
rit;for you may ſee the ſame work- 
ing inthe heart of the Prophet, on 
like experience of Gods goodnes ; 
P/al. 146. 2. I will praiſe the Lord 
daring my life , as leng as I haxe any 
beeing, I will ſing tomy G O D. Its 
a ſeemely thing to breake out into 
thoſe voyces : what ſhall we giuc 
the Lord forall his benefits ſhewed 
to vs? Deliucrance is comfortable, 
' but Gods louing kindnes 1s better 
then life. Therefore we mult bow 
our knees to the Father of our 
Lord Iefas Chriſt , rhat wee may 
know more this lone of God 1n 
Chriſt,which paſſethal knowledge. 
Ir was Gods great mercy toler you 
drinkc 


ow AARPCUﬀPpwwm no 6 +» = $6© @©£y i, mw wa, &- 


,— * *oy 


* 


Chriſtian Letters. 

drinke of-his fauour in any-mea- 
ſure, before he changed his right 
hand; I meane his dealing with 
you : for whom hee once loueth , 
there is nothing ſhall for eyer make 
a ſeparation betwixt his love and 
the-party. Neither life, nor death, 
netther any thing preſent , ; or 
any thing which may fall out 
hereafter., (hall be able to ſeparate 
vs from the lone of God-in-Chrijt; 
for all Gods gifts; his loue, and the 
fruits of it , concerningthat bettcr 
life , they are without repentancc. 
You muſt tthennot let your ſelfe be 
too much caſt downe, but comfort 
your ſelfe in the Lord your God. L 
pray you reade the fir{t of Sam. the 
30. chap. andthe 6. vyerſ. I am not 
ignorant Mr. Dowſon,that a wife 1s 
a” neere » and ſo a husband to a 
wite.I in part confider it, though L 
cannot weighit as I ſhould. Againe, 
I know that cuen the deare Saints 
of God hane not beene able to bri- 
dle this paſſion : Jacob would goe 
weeping tothe graue after his ſon, 

() 4 and . 


Chriftian Letters. 
and wonld notbee comforted. Yet 
wee muſt know what 1sthe will of 
our God:namely,that ſeeing the fa- 
ſhionof allearthly things paſſeth a- 
way,and fecing that through Chriſt 
he dothcouer our ſpirits, and giue 
Vs _—_ a better enduring life: 
that therefore wee ſhould retoyce, 
as if wee reioyced not ; and weepe 
as if wee wept not; we ſhould not 
ouer-much bee affeted with 
the poſſeſſing or remouall 
Pcheſs things 
which are 


earthly. . 
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NCS. 


Ix, this ſmall, but holy 
Treatiſe, being giuen mee 
by him vato whom ir 


was written, to ſend it foorth 
more publikely into the world: 
And knowing what euil and in- 
inrious entertainment Orphans 
often receiue inthe world, ex: 
cept they haue ſome ſpeciall 
friend to countenance them , I 
am bold to addrefle my ſelfe 
vnto you, with this Religious - 
child of a godly learned ( but - 
deceaſed Father ) for ſhelter : 

And. 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


And indeede , vnto.. whom 
could I with more aſſured hope 
dedicateit for harbour, thento 
your ſelf; vnder whole roofe 
and mine are harbourcd ? And 
therefore, that ſo in ſome Part [ 
might manifeſt. my loue and 
gratcfulneſſe vnto you,l preſent 
this with my ſelfe , alwates rea» 
dy rodo you any good ſeruice, 


Tour Worſh, hambly, 


N. N, 


M, IoOoRD. 


Oving Brother , nature her 

|  felfe uu ſuch a ſchool-mitru, 
that ſhe teacheth her creatures 

induſtry in their kinde : the 

dumbe elements are carried about with 
endefatigable motion: The Aut,and 0- 
ther creatures, are exceeding induftr 1- 
onus. As nature maketh man incline to 
ation; /a wiſedome maketh him to chuſe 
his worke, to leawe that which ts dead 
and to leſſe aduantage , and to chooſe 
that which t4 moſt commedions., Hy- 
mane wiſedome ( vnable to goe bee 
Jond' her compaſſe ) can but point vs 
to cirrill humane workes , the fraits 
. whereof ts 4. good proporrionable, ta 
wit, ciuill or externall. The wiſedome 
which is from abone and heauenly , 
gnideth our hands to a higher plough, 
.and biddeth vs exerciſe our ſelues.in 
6 goalse- 
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godlines,ns eeting God with repentance, 
ſtirring vp our hearts, that they may 
be affettioned towards him. And be. 
cauſe the worke 14 tranſcendent and of 
higher nature then theſe ſecular , and 
we are ready to thinke with Peter, 
Maſter, we doe thus and thus , what 
ſhall wee hane? God (that wee might 
better like the worke) doth mend our 
wages , aſſuring vs that godlineſſe i 
great gaine of ut ſelfe , bringing con- 
tentment ; yea he doth promiſe vs the 
things of this life , and of that which 1; 
to come tf wewill learn this occupation, 
Now he that will increaſe grace and 
godlineſſe in his heart , muſt labor his 
ſonle this way with wreſtling and con- 
tention,” It ts not exery walking and 
moning ina Chriſtian courſe by which 

race 15 angmented more ſenſible ; but 
frirring our ſelues vp, and putting [0 
forth the grace we hane , that im ſome 
ſort we feele the utmoſt it will reach 
to; a4 natwrdll tirength ts not sncrea- 
{ed mith enery ſedentary motion, that 
#4, ſmehſtirring , as ts next to ſitting 


fthll, but with ſuch exerciſe , which if 
T 
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it be not ad ſadorem, yet i, ad rubo- 
rem,where it 1s mo#t moderate. Whey. 
fore as you would hawe the ſoule thrie, 
breathe it well in meditation , and 9. 
ther duties of dewotion.WWe hane mdeed 
fiffe aking ioynes , that pameth vs to 
fter m thus kind: but the more warmth. 
we get, the more all griefe will be aba- 
ted. Now there 1s noone branch of de. 
out exerciſe more fruitful then rhat 
of Soliloquie , wherein we commune 
with our owne Soules,and excite them 
towards God.Words ſerne not onely to 
make knowne the conceptions of our 
minds , bat to gine glory to God who 
wnderſtandeth our f nc a far off; 
and to blow vp denotion , and kindle 
our cooling affettions towards him. In-. 
ordinate paſſions come like foule wea- 
ther, before we ſend for them, they of 
ten prenent all attion of the will : but 
good affeftions are ſo onerlaid with in 
which compaſſeth vt about , that if we 
ather:not wind under their wing (0 
ponderous the: fleſh is , ) they cannot 
mount vp to purpoſe:for the warrant of 
thi duty we hae bath precept and pra- 


ice; 
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flice;take words to your ſelues, Hoſea 
13-3, Heb.-3.13. Examples both ſa. 
cred, Plal.q2.11. Gene(.24.49,and 
Ecclefrasticall; as Tuſtine and many 0. 
thers. Tolead _ hand in thu mat. 
ter, [ gine youths letter which contain. 
eth a forme of Soluloquies , ſerning to 
farther your daily: repentance , and 
ſound affettion towards God ; keepe 

it for your prinate vſe, And the 
Lord Ieſies, the quickening 
Sautomr be with it to 
the end abowe- 
named. . 


Your louing Brother, 


Pani Bayne. . 


” 
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F)]EE line in the 
(1 laſt , and moſt 
\ | perilous times, 
7 | in vvhich the 
&9 4 power of God- 
7x | lineſſe is much 
Wd P) decayed ; and 
Loue, through abundance of ini- 
quitie, much cooled... Now, there 
13.n6 one thing which. more bree- 
deth; this conſumption of Grace, , 
and growth of the contrarie, than 
the want of ſuch Spirituall Excrct- 
ſesas awaken grace, and renew the 
ſtrength of it in vs, from one de- 
gree 
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greetoanother. For as not blow- 
mg, brings the fire to be extin& in 
time , no leflc than the procuring 
cold water to be powred vpon tt : 
ſo the flovrhfull, not rowling vp 
themſclues; Killeth grace, as well as 
the wiltull, liuing in ſome knowne 
ſinne ; death followeth vpon both. 
The difterence is ; one. 1s, violent 
and ſpeedie, the othet is'(as wee 
ſpeake of Conſamptions) gentle, 
and lingring, bur no lefle certaine. 
Now, though there are many 
meanes whereby the ſoule doth 
ſhake vp it ſelfe, yet there 1s none 
more fruitfull, than for a Chriſtian 
to accuſtome himſelfe ro'Folloguie, 
taking words to our ſelaes, be- 
rweene God and our owne ſoules. 
Worels ferue not onely to open our 
minde , that others may conceiue 
our meaning ,: but to honone God 
(who vnderſtandeth'vs, without 
them) and are as 1t were Bellowes 
to blow vp our affefions , when 
their deuotton cooleth. Sinfull paſ- 
. fions will prevent our wills, and 
COMC 
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come ( as wee ſay of foule Wea- 
ther ) before they are ſent for. But 
for holy affetions ( ſo ponderous 
is our corruption, which prefſerh 
downe ) vnlefle wee labour the 
thing with our hearts , they will 
not riſe to any purpoſe in vs. God 
therefore hath commanded 1t vnto 
vs; and comptaineth, when it 1s 
negleted. Take words to your 
ſelues : None awakerh himſeltfe, 
to lay hold on God : None fayth, 
What haue I done ? And the moſt 
excellent men of God. haue aboun- 
ded in ſolitaric Conferences with 
God and their Soules ; as both Sa» 
cred and Eccleſiaſtical Story teach, 
by the examples of Dari, and o- 
thers , Saint Auer, Anſelme, and 
Bernard. The frait of this Exer- 
Ciſe, hath made me ſet downe (for 
the helpe of Nouices , who haue 
not beene exerciſed this way ) a 
Forme of Words, which might 
containe fit Soliloquies, to further 
vs in ſound Repentance, and good 
Aﬀection towards G o d. Firſt 
there- 
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therefore , to deale with you in 
Repentance ; then, to helpe you 
forward in Loue , and New obe- 
dience. 

The Lord preacheth Repentance 
ſtill vnto vs. If a Meſſenger knock 
at our doore,and anſ\yer bee retur- 
ned, he is gone forthwith to thoſe 
that ſent him. So, if the Plague, 
and ſuch like. Meſſengers , which 
God ſendeth to vs, had thatwhich 
they come for, they would not-ſtill 
ring the Bell at our: doores ,.and 
call _ vs. Neyther doth God 
wait for Repentance onely from 
the wicked, but he would haue his 
deareſi Children meete him, con- 
demning -themſclues , Luke 13. 5. 
If yee repent not alſo more and 
more , . when yee. ſee. the exam- 
ples of Gods wrath, yee ſhall alſo 
periſh. 

Firſt, to ſhew you what this 15, 

I ſhall by this meanes ſtirre you vp 
vnto it more. fruitfully, By Re- 
entance,T meane nothing elte, but 
godly ſorrow for fivne, _—_— = 
oule 
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ſoule humbleth it ſelfe before God, 
and commeth home to him. It is 
not a-worldly ſorrow , like theirs 
in Hoſea 7.14. which .mzketh vs 
whine, becauſe the World is hard; 
nor yeta hopeleſſe griete, for feare 
of puniſhment : but a griefe for 
ſinne, as it diſpleaſeth God ; whoſe 
loue,through Chriſt, wee haue felt 
ſhed in our hearts ; whoſe mercie 
wee ſee it is, that wee are not con- 
ſumed ; yea,whole tatherly affeti- 
on doth ſecke to call vs hame by lo- 
uing Correction. 

Now in this ſorrow, the ſoule 
doth humble it felfe : For thus is 
the nature of Repentance ; 1t will 
make vs take ſhame to our (clues, 
partly, by ſeaſonable acknowledge- 
ment of theſe wayes,whcrein wee 
haue moſt prouoked God ; partly, 
by judging our ſelues as worthie to 
bee cut off, that wee may finde 
grace in his eyes, and not bee 
condemned : And together, with 
gricuing and abafing 1t ſelfe , the 
{tray-ſoule commeth home to God, 
pure 
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purpoſing through his ſtrength, to 
leaue thoſe courſes wherein it hath 
grieued him, and to cleane to him 
in all his Commandements. Looke 
then, if entring into your owne 
hearts, yee finde, that as much as 
hath beene amifle,, by deſpiling 
Gods mercy and patience, yea, his 
—_ gining you the Call of 

is Word, and Correaions; yee 
are grieued, that yee haue beene ſo 
vnkinde and vndutitull to fo kinde 
and carefull a Father. If yee finde, 
that where it is to his glory, yee 
loue to confeſle your vanfruittul- 
nefle, and to condemine your ſelucs, 
and doe with a true purpoſe of 
heart, ſtrike a new Conenant with 
God,to forbeare your owne wayes, 
to walke more fruitfully beforc 
him,ſo farre as his Grace thall pre- 
ſerue you in the one, and {treng- 
then you in the other (for all our 
ſuzfciencie is from him: ) if yee 
finde theſe things in any mezſure, 
then reioyce ; for God hath giuen 
.*2u Repentance , to eternall = 
ut 
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But if your hearts have negleed 
this exerciſe ofa broken ſpirit,and 
it your conſcience tel you,that there 
hath beene little or no gricfe this 
way, then yee mult bee intreated, 
that whileſt it is called to day, that 
Gods grace doth {till inuite you, ye 
' would not harden your hearts, but 
prepare to meete him. Weepe not 
tor mee, but for your finnes, faith 
our Sauiour, Z#k.2 3.28. And ble(- 
ſed are they which mourne,n this 
kind : the Lord carrieth an hand- 
cher-chiefe to wipe away theſe 
teares;hee is nighto comfort theſe 
hearts : theſe April-dewes bring 
Mayflowers;ſuchasſowe 1n teares, 
ſhall reape in 1oy. Is it not better 
for vs, to take rhe rodde into our 
owne hands, and beate our ſclues 
gently, then force the Lord to cha- 
iten vs,who is a conſuming fire? If 
the Lord ſee,that we are but willing 
tocalt downe our ſelues., and to 
deale with: our owne ſoules , hee 
will couer our heads in the cull 
houre , whereas his negligent 
Children 
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Children ſhall taſte-of his tempo- 
rarie diſpleaſure. Delay not this : 
Ourſoules, in ſwaruing from God, 
are ike Bones out of 1oynt ; the 
longer they goe ſo,they proue more 
painefull ; if wee rake them be- 
time,they are ſet more calily. Wee 
will take Phyſicke, purge,or ſwear, 
to preuent the growing of a diſcale 
vpon our bodies ; ſhall wee-not-be 
wiſe then for our ſoules ? The vo- 
mit of the ſoule , is the griefe of 
Repentance : take it betimes,driue 
it-not off, till the Lord be forced 
to viſit. Now it 'God giue you to 
deſire, that your hearts were bro- 
Ken in his ſight , but yet yee finde 
it will not be , partly for the hard- 
ncfle of ycur hearts, partly for 0- 
ther lets and impediments-: I will 
helpe you a little at this lift; hilt, 
gluing you rules for the out-wrelt- 
ling of impediments ; ſecondly,tor 
the blowing vp of your deuotion 
in this exerciſe, which:of all ſa- 
crifices is the moſt acceptable. 


Now for hinderances , yee mult 
make 
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make account to meete with them, 
if ye purpoſe more ſeriouſly to call 
your {clues to a more {trait recko- 
ning for your wayes. Sometimes 
inward indif} poſition will grow vp- 
on you : Againe, the Dell will 
want of his will, but ſome finne 
or other ſhall ſo cloze with your 
foules , which will, like a Thorne 
caught i in the foote » hinder your 
intended tourney. If yee cicape 
theſe, he will further ply you with 
diſtraRions from things, and per- 
ſons, which are without you; This 
or that is neceſſarily to bee done ; 
Oue or other 1s to ipeake with 
you. Furthermore , it yee looke 
(eriouſly to this good way of Re- 
pentance , hee will ſuggeſt, What 
needeth tuch adoe ? God is more 
mercifull , then to require ſuch 
{trait courſes, Whom doe you ſee 
to vexe themſelues in ſuch a man- 
ar 2 Yea, ſometimes hee makes 
the eatrance dirhcult, and comfort- 
lefle, to ſec if hee can diſmay vs 
from proceeding. Finally, hee will 
P harpe 
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harpe much on this ſtring : Wile 
thou bid adue to thy pleaſures, and 
betake thy ſelfe to ſo painetull a 
courſe ? And this 1s the Loth to 
depart hee ſingeth to the ſoule that 
looketh towards God : firſt, to 
ſpeake in generall to them ; then 
in particular, to this laſt and maine 
detention. Now, that wee may 
ſafely paſſe theſe Rockes, wee mult 
firſt ſeriouſly conſider the malice 
of the Deuill againſt vs , who by 
all poſſible meanes hee can, oppo- 
ſeth the comming-acquainted with 
this exerciſe. While wee are in 
our owne wayes, the coaſt 1s cleare 
enough : but when God glueth vs 
a good moticn, and purpoſe , the 
Deuill doth watch it, as one ſhould 
an Infant, that he may kill it in the 
Cradle , yea, ſmother it in the 
Wombe,where it was concciued, 
Thus, Lord, when thou ſendeſt,by 
thy Spirit,a motion into our hearts 
for our ſoules health, hee laboureth 
to make vs quench the Spirit, and 


{o to double our Condemnation. 
Now 
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Now then,ſeeing the malice of the 
Deuill, yee muſt laboar (ſecondly) 
to feele your owne weakeneſle;thar 
there is no ſtrength inyou to en- 
counter with the enemie , and fay 
thus to your ſclues : Lord , thou 
knoweſt it; I haue no ſtrength of 
my ſelfe ;' nay, I haue that which 
prefſeth me downe , which would 
make mee thinke, there 1s a Lyon 
in this way, and ſlip my necke out 
of this Collar, though there were 
no other with-ſtanding mee, nor 
ought without mee, that ſhould let 
mee : How then ſhould I bee able 
to goe ouer ſo many things, with- 
out aſſiſtance 2 Then yee muſt, in 
the third place , looke vp vnto 
Chriſt by the eye of Faith (finding 
the Deuils oppoſition , and your 
owne infirmitie) who giveth not 
onely the will to vs, but the deed, 
and worketh all our workes for ys. 
Speake to him', and fay : Lord, 
thou canſt helpe'me ;. and as thou 
haft pur this intro my minde, and 
tanght me toknow this piece of thy 
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holy will , ſo 1ecntreat thee to ac- 
compliſh at 1n me : 1t is not 1,but 
thy grace in me, which muſt etfeR 
all. As a Childe who goeth with 
his Father, led in his hand, if hee 
come to a Stilc,or Bridge, hee will 
cry to him, to take lum and lift 
him ouer ; ſo muſt we to our hea- 
uenly Father, cry to be taken vp,a- 
boue all theſe hinderaaces. This is 
an excellent remedie: when we bc- 
hold Seas before vs, Mountaines on 
cach ſide, Armies of encmies bc- 
hinde vs, all hindering onr going 
forth of our ſelucs ; and in all, the 
Deuils power : then to ſtand till, 
and looke for the ſaluation of the 
Lord. And here it is good tothinke 
on theſe quickning places of Scrip- 
ture : Enter in at the ſtrait Gate, 
AMatth.p.1;. Nay, Striue to cntcr 
in; for many ſhall ſceke toenter in, 
and ſhall not be able, Zzke 13. 24. 
Secke firſt Gods Kingdome, and 
the righteouſneſle thereof, March. 
6.33. Onething is neceflarie, Luk, 
19.42+ What it one could getthe 
, whole 
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whole world , if hee loſe his owne 
Soule? Marth. 16.26.Narrow 15 the 
cate that leadeth vnto life, and few 
there be that find it, farth,g.14: 
Laſtly, yee muſt thinke, how if ye 
appoint to bee with this or that 
man ,. but tor ſome twenty Nobles 
matter, (in which(perhaps ) yee 
gaine not a Pound clearely,)nothing 
thall let you: if this,or that of lefle 
moment be out of order, yee ſee 1t, 
and fee it not, yee hanc a greater 
gaine inſight : if any would hold 
han backe , yee craue pardon, yee 
ue pointed by ſuch an, houre , to 
meete ſuch aone.. Then -yee mult 
reaſon thus:Shall I bethus reſolute 
in executing my purpoſe toward 
man,when I gaine ſome fmall mat- 
ter, ana ſhall I tetany thing. hinder 
me,when I am to goe to. God about 
the greateſt merchandize of my 
ſoules health? Is notthisto be pen- 
ny wiſe,and pound fooliſh? This 10 
gencrall. Now in particular. That 
ye may then out-grow the.teare of 
parting with pleaſare, and conceit 
P 3 of 
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of ſo much heauines in this courſe 
of Repentance; yee mult firſt knouy, 
that this isa iugling of Satan wher- 
by he holds men on inthe wayes 
of finneto death. He will :ſhew vs 
nothing but delight incuill courſes, 

hiding all the after bitternefle of 
them,which ſhould bring them out 
of requeſt withvs: ſoin good wales 
tendingtolite, he will tell ys of no- 
thing but paine , concealing all the 
comfort of them, thatſo hee may 
keepe vs from entring them to (al- 
nation. ' Secondly , we are worſe 
affraide then herr. For, like as the 
rifingout 6fthe (oft bed, Teemeth 
before-hand'to the Nugeard EXCee- 
ding tedious, but when he is once 
vp, doth not dare him at all : So1s 
the awaking from the ſleepe of ſin, 

and flambering in the rettques of 
luft, which ſhll have dwelling cnen 
in the beſt of vs Who ener repcn- 

ted him of repentant griefe? Nay, 

who retoyceth 'not in God w ho 
nk it, r—_ it more {\yeet to 


his Soul , more pleaſant, 
thet 
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then tke pleaſure of Sinuc , which 
loone venitheth, leauing a ſting be- 
hind it? Thirdly , if we tryin a re- 
pentant courſe toleauethepleatures 
of ſinnes in which wee haue liucd , 
they will ſhortly hane no ſuch po- 
wer ouer vs,astohold vs thus hard: 
For Chry/oſtome doth fitly likenthe 
to little Puppies, which while we 
play with them,will donothing but 
leape about vs, bur if we cucg. il 
them a little , haue no1oy to cone 
neere vs. Fourthly, we muttnot let 
paſſicns blind our judgements ; but 
conſider penitent ſorrow, withthe 
cnd of it, and impenitent delights 
withthe iſſue of them. What is bit- 
tererthen medicine? Yet health;to 
which it bringeth vs, doth make it 
louely. What fweeterto our tate, 
then many things we willnottouch, 
becauſe wee findethey loucnor vs, 
though we loue them, we are after- 
ward the worſe for them. Inthisre- 
ſpe&t therefore , were'the medicine 
of Repentance grieuous to take,yet 
in regard of the cuerlaſting health 
P 4 ro 
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to Which it reſtoreth vs, we ſhould 
like wile men, take the ſowre with 
theſweete ; yea,. chooſe it rather, 
then to-feede fivectly onſuch meats 
as pleaſe the Palate only while they 
aretaſted , but cauſe at length vo. 
mits more bittcr thendeath. Fifth- 
ly,fay we ſhonld loſe our delights, 
(though we thall part with nothing 
but ſtollen watcrs) 1s it not bettcr, 
as Chriſttairh, we ſhould want an 
eyc hcere, and goe to heaucn, then 
hauing it , tobe caſt into hell fire? 
Mat. 18.9. 

To conclude, this obieRtion 1s a 
Nander raiſed vpon Gods wayes, 
which are full of proſperity and 
pleaſure ; and is forcible-with vs, 
partly, through flouth, which ma- 
keth vs vnwilling to theſe workes 
{and what 1s not irkeſome to a 
mind vndiſpoſed? ) partly, from ig- 
norant- ſenſuality, which counteth 
nothing liberty,but licence;nothing 
fwcer, but what 1s taken in hugger- 
muggeer,without Godsallowance: 


like as ſome gallants, which thinke 
neo 
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no Veniſon ſo ſweet as that which 
is ſtolne. This in particular to the 
principall impediment. 

|, Now for furthering your deuo- 
tion inthis exerciſe, yec muſt know, 
that there is an arte: blowing vp of 
euery grace of the Spirit, and of 
this with the reſt.-: Fir{t therefore, 
yce. mult enter into your owne. 
hearts, conltdering' your owne 
wayes. We will keepe reckoning 
what we runne on the ſcore with 
men , but rare who thinke how 
deepely they are-in Gods Bodkes; 
ſuch ill husbanes are wee for our 
Soules. Now we mult heere marke 
warily , whether we haue notloſt 
ſome graces we haue had (I mecane 
haue them riot ſopowertfully as we 
haue felt them ,) whether wee doe 
not gme- place to {louth , doing 
Gods feruice coldly and flightly ; 
whether we haue notforgotten our 
coucuant made with God: in Bap- 
time,towit, of dying toour. ownc 
thoughts, wordes and deetles daily; 
and labouring inour_whole courte 
P 5 that 
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that notnow we live, but Chriſt in 
vs(as Paul fpeaketh) his Spirittea. 
Ching vs to due. cuery thing as be- 
fore him , and in conſcience of his 
will, to his glory: Heere. alſo yee 
muſt call tro mind the moſt grieucus 
{innes which yee at anprime haue 

rouoked God with. We muſt not 

id adicu to the remembrance of 
our finnes paſt and pardoned , but 
muſt euer beare them in memory 
ſo farre forth as wilt helpe.vsto the 
working : of godly ſorrow , holy 
baſhfulneſſe and lowlineſle of mind; 
ſo far as-may be a ſpurreto more 
fruitfull obedience for the time to 
come,Demwt.g.Yeathisremembring 
of the ſinne paſt in particular , by 
which' we. have chiefely offended 
God,and mourning for it,and wdge- 
ing our- ſclues in the remembrance 
of it,is the euidence of true cffecu- 


all Repentance : -So Iſrael acknow- 
ledged rheis deſiring a' King : -S0 
Daxid: his'adultery and taurther : 
So Paul his perſecuting. - Hee who 
is truely humbled in the. ſight of 

ons 


in Gods Building. 
one capitall finne,repenteth of all- 
Euen as a capitall difeaſe being ta- 
ken away,which draweth on many 
another by confent, the reſt are at 
once remoucd alſo. Againe,we muſt 
call to mind our daily ſwernings 
and vnfruitfalnefſe. This 1s the 0= 
pening and -the mo on our 
wounds , the neglet' w excof is 
lewd careleſfenefle), mortally dait- 
gerous. It is no newes,nor yet miſ- 
liked when you ſeea Sonldier ſhot, 
or wounded ; but to fee. him” goe 
withir,nheuer regard it,nener drefſe 
it, is condemned as deſperately fol- 
ly: So,for vs fighting in this world, 
no newes, it we come by knocks 
and maimes ; buttrolet them poe, , 
and ranckle,;and feſter 311 vs, is for- 
lotne nevligence. Now then;ifthus 
ſerring rhe matter before you , yee - 
fide not your hearts pricked with 
n,thenyou muſt ( as the Prophet 
fpeakes)take wordsto your felnes, 
and trouble your owne fonles, ſay- - 
ingthas; Shall I thinke of my ſins 

againſt God ; and not griene for 
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them? If I haue oucrſhot my ſelfe, 
ſothat men may haue a ſaying to 
mee,that doth.cut mee to the heart, 
and I am aſhamed. If ſomewhat do 
but croſle my corrupt nature,l haue 
gricte at will ; and ſhall I not now 
grieue for offending my good God? 
If I had broken day,and not kept 
touch with man, I could not looke 
him in the face ;. and ſhall it not 
goe necre. with me , that I hauc 
kept my Coucnant no better with 
God ? If my ſeruant haue loyte- 
red his day away,and not done my 
worke, he bluſheth, and is afraid to 
come before me ; -and ſhall I not 
change my conntenance and be mc- 
ued,that I haue beene ſo vnprofita- 
ble in the workes of God ? By this 
meanes; as men being in ſ{wounse, 
when.they are chafed, doe come a- 
gaine.:..ſo, ſhall. our ſoules, while 
we.thus beſtirxe them, finde ſome 
wartth: returning to them, . This 
13a. fruit, 2nd furtherance of the 
grace of Repentance ; whereas the 
want. of theſe Saliloquies , 1s rc- 

1 © prooned- 
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prooued as a token of an impeni. 
tent heart, Hoſc7. 2. But if yet the 
heart will not relent, you muſt in 
the.third place ( ſeeing your bar- 
rennefle and inabilitie ) turne you 
to Chriſt , ſpeaking in this wiſe ; 
Were 1t to gricue at earthly occa- 
ſtons,or that my ſelfe were diſplea- 
ſed, here my affeAions would come 
to me before I ſent for them : but 
for godly ſorrow,none of itgrowes 
in our gardens ; our fooliſh hearts 
loue not holy mourning; our hard 
hearts will not relentto think how 
we. diſpleaſe thee. We therefore 
knowing, that there is no ſtrength 
11 our r. , to any thing that is 
good, looke vntothee: thouart the 
Chriſt and Lord , thon giueſt Re- 
pentance to thine Iſrael , and for- 
inenefſe.of ſinnes : thou LORD 
Toeſt cigcumciſe the heart, thou 
hammereſt and breakeſt the ſtone 
by thy Spirit, making it fleſhy 
and render : .LORD doe thou 
turne._ vs and wee. ſhall be turned, 
Zamert.y .21. Thus while yeetorie 
youz' 
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your eyes to Teſus the quickening 
{pirtt, e will be preſent to quicken 
this grace in You. But what if yer 
your hearts ſhould” not fo kindly 
- melt within you, as yee deſire, yet 
all is ſafe; for this is the ſmoke of 
repentance which CHRIST will 
notleaue till it blazeforth; hee wi l 
not put out the ſmoking weeke. 
This defire and labouring after it, 
is happineſſe it ſelfe ; for bleſſed are 
they that hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſnes. Yea viing this courſe 
to confider of your wantsto chide 
(after ſome ſort )your owne ſoules, 
and to looke after Chriſtthe giner 
of Repentance ; the ſtone of your 
harts( the hardnes) willcomeaway 
by little and little. Yea, and when 
in bodily wounds the moſt appro- 
ued plaiſter muſt bee laid on often; 
yee muſt not thinke that theſe ſpi- 
rituall euils,ſo long growing on vs, 
ſhould bee gone on a ſudden. I 
doe beſeech you therefore , as c- 
ver yee will raſte the comforts of 


God z as yee will finde cafe _ 
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enill houre , when nothing bur 
God carr refreſh you; yea', as yec 
lone toeſcape much' worldly {or- 
row,which tendeth vntodeath; fo 
acquaint your ſelues betimes with 
this exerciſe of a broken - heart. 
Bleſſed are they which (now) 
mournc, for they ſhall bee comfor- 
ted. ' And wee know much more 
carthly ſorrow then wee ſhould , 
becauſe wee will not trouble our 
owne ſoules a little , blowing vp 
that gotlly ſorrow which is requt- 
red at our hands. 

Now followeth another thing 
which I propounded , . viz. to 
helpe you forward - in new obe- 
dience ,. in the- faithfull keeping 
of the- Couenant. The ſumme of 
the Couenant betweene. & OD 
and vs,ts this; God in' CHRIST 
faith , he willtake vs for his peo- 
ple : wee promiſe him , that wee 
will hane him for- our G'OD. 
This therefore-doth comprize all 
our datre toGOD, that weſet him 
vp inour hearts as God. Which 

thing 
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thing we doe, firit, whenwee grow 
vpto, know him in/all things. Sec- 
condly', when wee make him our 
truſt... Thirdly, whenwe loue him 
aboue all things. Fourthly , when 
we feare him. Fiftly, when we re- 
toycein him. , Sixthly , whea,our 
hearts are thanketully affected to 
him, making him -their ſongand 
praiſe. This 1s to haue him for onr 
God;when we know nothing, truſt 
in Rothing , loue, feare,..rcioyce 
1n nothing in compariſon of him; 
when our hearts are thankefiull 
aboue all to- him. . To ſpeake alit- 
tle tothe ſeuerals. | 

We cannot haue God, our God, 
till wee come to know him in 
Chriſt. Ignorance doth eſtrange vs 
from God,and knowledge doth ac- 
quaint vs with him. This Pas prai- 
eth for inthe behalfe.of his Co- 
loſſtansghatthey maybe filed with 
the knowledge of God, the ſpirits 
of their minds being opencd to 
looke toward himy: Euen as our 
imagein the glafſe doth looke ar 

War 
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ward vs,fromwhom itis reflected; 
ſo God his Image in vs doth make 
theeyes of our minds view him, 
the.author of it in vs.. And as the 
eye becommeth one with that 
which it ſceth and is after a ſort in 
that light it beholdeth : ſo are we 
by the viſion of God, whichis be- 
coun invs, onevvith him,  andin 
him. Now this knowledge conſide- 
reth God-three vvayes; either ſ1m- 
ply apart from all other reſpects, 
and thus it containeth the Spurituall 
eſſence in reſpe& of his. proper- 
ties, into whichthis ſclfeſame na- 
ture is diſtinguiſhed ; the Father, 
Sonne,and Holy Ghoſt all of them 
hauing the ſame ſpiritual efſence: 
asif I, and you vvith ſome third 
man, might be ſuppoſed to haue all 
but one and the felfe-ſame ſoule 
and bodice , being diſtint per- 
{ons. Or elſe it conlidereth God,as 
made manifeſt in our nature : for 
leſus the Sonne hauing the ſame 
nature vvith the Father , hath ta- 
ken ſuch a ſpule and bodic , as wee 
haue 
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have (finne onely excepted) tothe 

fellowſhip of his perfon ; and thus 

1s become Emanxel, God vvith vs, 

or God manifcſt 11 our nature. In 

vvhich humanc nature, God the 

Son ſuffered death for vs;in vvhich 

likewiſe hee manifcſteth his diuine 

power, by raiſing it vp, and.glori- 

tying itin heauen. So that heethat 

was dead in his humane nature , 1s 

now aliue in it for cuer, hauing 

{wallowed vp death in. victory. 
Laftly, it confidereth God, mani- 

feſted in Chriſt,as he is become our 

God by Couenant, in regard of 

fachthingsas his faithfull mercies 
doe vyorke for vs. Hee in Chritt 

isSour iuſtifier, our ſaniticr; he 

vyhohelpeth vs in conquering the 

.remnants of our naturall corrup- 
tion ; our Redeemer , who delt- 

nereth vs from all our troubles; 

the God that careth-for vs, g1- 

ueth 'vs euery good gift , bleſſeth 

vs inour eſtates , feedethvs,giucth 

vs, and all his belooued , fleepe, 

defendeth vs from all euill,keepath 

vs 
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vs by his power vnto-faluation, is 
the beginner and ender of all good 
graces in vs. But how ſhort are 
wee in this point ? Wee are like 
Infants, in a manner, new-borne : 
they are kept by the loning Parents 
from fire and water , they are fed, 
layd to ſleepe, made readie and vn- 
readie, and ſhifted in their ſcapes ; 
but they know not 'who doth all 
this for them : ſo doth our hea- 
venly Father by vs in Chriſt ; bur 
(he knoweth) little vnderſtanding 
have wee of him : Forthough God 
be Light-ie ſelfe ,. a Spirit which 
brightly ſeeth all things in Heauen 

-Earth\,'towhoſe pure bright-- 
neſſe, the Sunne is darkenefſe ; yet 
the weakenefſe of our ſight is ſuch, 
that wee cannot looke againlt it ; 
as the.-Bat- and the' Owle cannot 
endure to ſee the bright Beames of 
the Sunne in the Firmament.” 

Yee muſt therefore take notice 
of your ſpirituall Blindnefle , and 
come: vnto- him who {elleth the 
Eye-falue ,-which hath'the ”= 

| ® 
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of Illumination, who openeth the 
Eyes of the Blinde; cry to him for 
mercie. If your Eyes were much 
bloud-ſhot (your Eyes wherewith 
yee ſce but one another, Creatures 
like your ſelues ) yee would ſceke 
out for helpe for them, and waſh 
them with ſtrong ſmarting Wa- 
ters, but yee would: reſtore them ; 
And will yee not ſeeke to your 
God in Chriſt, to reſtore the ſight 
of your ſpirits,wherewzth yee may 
{ee him, and the things of your 
peace within the Veile, eyen 1n the 
Heauens ? Nay, yee muſt be aſha- 
med, thar yee take no more know- 
ledge, of - youx God in the whole 
day. If our children, when we are 
beſide them,ſhould through rude- 
nefle and careleſneſſe not once caſt 
a lookeat vas acknowledging our 
| prolencs zwould we take.it at; their 
ands ? Might.not euery one fay, 
Theſe were better fed than taught, 
whichAare thus graceleſle ? Let vs 
apply it to our {clues , who ſeruc 
our God and Father little better. 
Now, 
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Now, that wee may ſet vpon this 
Suite with the better hope, let vs 
remember, that God hath promi- 
ſed it veto vs ; this is his Coue- 
nant, wee ſhall know him,from the 
orcatelt to the leaſt of vs. But lcit 
| grow too tedious, 1.come to the 
ſecond. 


Wee muſt truſt in God , hauing 


+ Yall our hopes on his mercie and 
Ir ff truth towards vs.; and theſe two 
it || ove together. Men ſometimes,the 
Y Þ| more we know them, the lefle we 
ar I truſt them,and that deſerucdly: but 
*X | Palme 9. 10. Such as know God, 
& ÞF ſhall truſt in him. 

V- | Whoſo repoſeth all his confi- 
ie Pence in God , hee taketh him, in 
re Fo doing , for dis God. As the 
e- Scripture faith 1nthis reſpect, the 
alt couetons man 15 an Idolater-; hee 
ur Ftzketh his money for his God, be- 
ell Fcauſe he putteth his truſt in vncer- 
Vs Ftine riches : his wealth is a ſtrong 
bt, Frowes in his conceit, and hee tru- 
VS Uſcth jn-the Creature,which draw- 
= h his heart from God, ſayth the 


Pro. 
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Prophet, Jer. 17.5. Teaching vs,thar 
then our hearts are vuited to God, 
when the athance of them-is ſet on 
him. . Now,though we ſhould live 
by the Faith of the Sonne of God; 
truſting on him for the gining and 
maintaining of all our good , both 


temporall and eternall ; leaning on 


him for all defence,and deliuerance 
from enils ſpirituall, yea, and cor- 

orall ; caſting all cur care on him; 
1auing no confidence in the fleſh, 
but - retoycing in Chriſt Ieſus: 
though this be our dutie , yet wee 


are exceeding weake, and full of 
yabelicfe. This will appeare, by 
our want of feare at the threatc- 
nings of Gods Word , which ma- 
keth vs looſely alfo to looke after 
his promiſes. Did we beleeue ſuch 
threatnings, If yee live after the 
feſh , yee ſhall die ? wee would 
tremble,when we fauour our ſclucs 
in our owne wayes :' the Deuils be- 
lecue,and tremble. And fo,truſting 
ciutllyin any mans Word,or Bond, 
wee doe ſeeke them carefully, and 

arc 
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are glad: when wee haue gotten 
them; and, as wee ſay, wee write 
vpon them, that wee ſhall haue ſo 
much money at ſuch a day, vpon a 
ſubſtantiall mans Word, or Bond, 
giuen VS. But God, who promi.- 
{cth all good things 1n this life, as 
well as in the lite to come, his 
Scales we ſeeke not after; which is 
a ſigne of our great vnbelicfe in 
them. Secondly , by reſting our 
hearts in outward things, and by 
being diſquieted when wee want 
them; this alſo is a ſigne, that our 

hearts are vnbclicuing. 
While we haue meanes,or good 
likclyhood of this,or that, wee are 
well; let theſe faile, wee are trou- 
bled : Which ſheweth, that wee 
reſt not vpon the Word of God, - 
which is as ſure inthe want of all 
things, as in abundance ; but that 
wee leane on ſuch thingsaswe ſee, 
and hane in hand. Suppoſe a man 
had Crutches vnder his armes, but 
leaneth nor at all onthem as he go- 
eth ; take them away, and he w_ 
CT 
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keth 2s before; So, did wee not 
truſt, and leane onthe things ſcene, 
but on God , who isnot ſeen , lou- 
king on him by the eye offaith, we 
ſhould goe as vpright , when all 
things to ſenſe ſeeme contrary to 
that wee belccue, as when our fee- 
- ling is fed aboundantly.Thirdly,did 
wee reſt in God and truſt in him, 
who 1sall inall;we-would ſceke to 
him for -his bleſſings , more. then 
for the:meancs , which by hisblc(- 
{ingeffetthis or that; whereas we 
labour not to make himſure to vs, 
but togct the meanes, and,then we 
think al is wel with vs. Novv then, 
| vvhenye finde your vnbelicfe, vec 
muſt make it. odious vnto your 
felues by ſuch like conſiderations ; 
Shall I{ceke after the word of man 
ſometimes,to ſecureme butofſome 
twenty Shillings matter ? and ſhall 
I not ſeek after the precious promi- 
ſes of my God?Shall I truſttoa man 
promiſing this, or that? and ſhall [ 
not truſt my G OD, vvhois truth 
it ſelfe, and cannot lie ? wal = 
UC 
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ſach a ſubſtantiall manthink much, 
if I take not his bare word ? And 
ſhall not I take my Lords Word, 
and Seale, and Oath ? Hee hath 
ſworne to bleſſe vs, with all his 
blefings in Chriſt : ſhall wee not 
belecue him, vnleſle bee leaue vs a 
awne alſo ? Thus then, when ye 
feele your vnbelceuing hearts to 
trouble you, ye muſt look to Chriſt, : 
the author & finiſher of your faith. 
Speake to him thus; Thou haſt be. 
_ thou muſt finiſh: I belecue; 
lpe my vnbcliefe , and encreaſe 


my faith. 


The third point 1s, We muſt love 
him. Loue (wee know) makes a 
man and woman, One ; and the 
ſame doth couple vsto God. Here 
wee muſt labour to fay from our 
hearts; Lord, what haue wee in 
Heauen,but thee ? or in the Earth, 
in compariſon of thee ? Now, 
though wee doe loue him, yet our 
affection is bur weake; and aboue 
all things, wee had need to mend 


 1nthisbehalte, Trie your loue,and 
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then iudge of it. 'Thoſe yee lone, 
doe'yce not loue to be preſent with 
chem ,' as yee two one with ano- 
ther ? If one of you bee out of 
Towne , doe yee not thinke long 
till yee meete againe ? Are not wec 
gricued,to heare them wronged by 
word or deed, whom wee eltecme 
dearely of ? Doth it nor cut vs, if 
we our ſelues doe them any harme? 
Are wee not glad of a Letter (in 
abſence) from thoſe we loue? Now 
then examine your {clues : Doe yee 
not finde little 10y , in comming 
P—_ or publikely into Gods 

onſe, or preſence ? Nay, wee are 
like children, who can play abroad 
all the day long,and ncuer looke in, 
to their Parents. When doe our 
hearts long to be diſlolued, and tv 
bee with Chriſt ? Though God, 
through ſundry troubles,doth euen 
ſmoake vs out of this World, yet 
wee will not come away, in our af- 
feftions. When wee heare Gods 
Name blaſphemed, and ſee all wic- 


kedneſle committed, doe onr eyes 
ouſh 
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oufh out with teares > Or doe wee 
not, when our ſelues offend him 
dayly, pafſe it ouer,taking too light 
pcnance of our ſelues 2 Doe wee, 
with Daxid, delight in his Statutes 
more then in all wealth? His-Word 
is his Letter to vs. By ſuch like 
Confiderations , diſcerning your 
want of lone to God., yee muſt 
ſhame your ſelues. If a Woman 
ſhould be dead inthe Neſt, when 
her Husband were before her; but- 
thould bee afteftionate ; to cuery; 
ſtranger? If ſhee ſhould nor'care 
how long (hee were abſent from 
him, but thinke her ſelfe beſt, while 
they were aſunder ? If thee cared 
little how her loning - Husband 
were offended, caſting thar:at her 
heeles, which hee takes to heart ; 
were not this ſhameleſle behauiour 
in ker? And ſhall not we be aſha- 
med to ſhew no more loue to thee, 
to whom our ſoules are married in 
Chriſt 2 Then yee muſt goe and 
confeſle,that your hearts are full of 
Harlotry, and falſe loue. Yee can 
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loue your {clues, yee haue affetion 
enough to the things of this world; 
to the gifts of God, and thoſe the 
meaneſt , more than to the guers : 
as Harlots to Rings, Gold, Brace- 
lets, more than to the ſenders. 
Therefore, beſeech him to purge 
your hearts of this,and to fill them 
with the lone of himſelfe : for this 
1s the promiſe ; I will circumcize 
your hearts, and make you loue me 
with all your hearts. Before wee 
paſſe from this Head , a Queſtion 
may. be mooned , common to all 
theſe affections ; namely, What we 
may indge of our felues, ſeeing our 
hearts more ſhine inloue,feare,and 
1oy at worldly things , than about 
God, and' the great benefits giuen 
vsin Chriſt? 

The anſwer 1s : Firſt, in many 
earthly things wee haue a double 
cauſe working in our affeions; as 
in loning the Wife of ones youth, 
and in bewayling the death of ones 
Parent : and whereas the motion 
of our affections, in things ſuper- 

naturall, 
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naturall,is purely from Grace, Na- 
ture ſetting no hand to this buſi- 
nefſe. Secondly, affection is not to 
bee meaſured by the indeliberate 
paſſing m%tion of it, but according 
to the ſettled habit from the 1ndge- 
ment and eſtimation which the 
minde maketh of this or that ob- 
iet. A manlaughes at a toy : hee 
1s not preſently faid to 1oy in that 
trifle more then 1n all other things, 
becauſe the act of his ioy is more 
lively here than in greater matters. 
A mans affetions more ſtirre a- 
bout a ſtranger, in entreating him, 
than to his Wife , for the time, 
whom hee yer loueth more deare. 
Thirdly, affections it they be.com- 
paratiuely conſidered in vs, arc, 
though lcfle in quantitie, yct-grea- 
ter in vertue : as Corne, when the 
Weed (as Carloe) is higher and 
grcater, yet this is ſtronger, becauſe 
1n time it ouer-groweth and killeth 
the Wecd, which farre exceedeth 
it: So this loue, though little , in 
compariſon of ſclte-loug}, loue to 
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the creature (the ſame being in the 
other affetions) yet intime it ſhall 
outer-grow and kill this Weed. The 
loue of the'Spirit is {ſtronger than 
the lone of the World. If there- 
fore yee aske , What one ſhould 
thinke, that findeth his affections 
thus? I anſwer: If hee finde them 
{tronger, there are two cauſes to 
one ; where Nature and Grace 
worke toyntly, hee muſt not wori- 
derat this matter. Againe,though 
wee feele their working more ſtir- 
ring ſometimes to things earthly, 
yet out of indgement and ſettled 
courſe; wee that are the Lotds, doe 
moſt atfe&t him. -Thirdly,we know 
that our\affetions towards God, 
thongh bur as a-graine of Muſtard- 
ſeed,ſhall ont-gtow all this Choak- 
weed of inordinacy,which we feele 
inthis behalfe. In the meane while, 
the feeling of this diſtemper, mult 
make vs {till ſecke the rectifying of 
it,and the healing of the lamentadle 
vanitic, to which the affetion 15 


ſubie,by reaſon of finne, 
| The 
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The fourth thing, is the feare of 
God. Sandifie the Lord 1n- your 
hearts,make him your tfeare. Feare 
to offend him,who when the body 
is Kllled,can caſt the ſoulc into Hell 
fire. We ſhould reuerence hits ex- 
cellent Maieſty,and dread to offend 
him, becauſe hee hath beene gract- 
ous vnto vs,and hath power radoe 
with vs whatſoeuer hee pleaſcth. 
Were there any from whom wee 
had Houſe and Stocke, {o that hcc 
could turne vs out of all at his plca- 
ſure; would we not walke vcry cir- 
cumfſpealy', - fearing ta doc that 
which might alienate his fauour? 
Againe,it the Maieſte of a mortall 
man doth affect vs (2s of the King) 
with reuerence, how nmch more 
ſhould wee' bee affeted with the 
moſt glorions Maicſtie of the moſt 
high God ? Now yee muſt know, 
your hearts are much void of this. 
Alſo the thing 1t felte ſpeaketh : 
Doe yee not teele (when in prayer 
yee are to ſpeake with God) that 
there: 15 a reuerence in your hearts 
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beſeeming ſo higha Maieſtic? Doe 
yee not feele a want of dread at his 
Indgements , which fo long hauc 
beene vpon vs,and ſtill houer about 
vs? And what awe is in vs, ma- 
king vs fearefull by ſinne to dif. 
pleaſe him ? Alas ! Preſumption, 
ſecuritie , and hardneſſe of heart, 
eheſe Weedes grow ſo high, thar 
wee can ſcarce diſcerne the Fruit 
aboue-named. Now then yee muſt 
worke this want vpon your hearts, 
asthe former,ſaying ; 1f I were in 
the preſence of ſome great Perſo- 
nagc , and ſhould carry my {elfe 
rudely, without reſpe&t , would I 
not bluſh ? And ſhall I not be aſha- 
med,that I haue no more reucrence 
when I come before thec, 0 thau 
God of glory ? So, for want of 
dread : Shall the Beaſts tremble, 
when the Lyon roarcth? yea, ſhall 
the Deuils tremble to thinke on 
thy Indgements ; and ſhall I bee 
ſenſclefle, and no whit mooned ? 
So, for want of awe , in regard of 


Gods Lawes ; Shall I dare as well 
to 
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to take a Beare by the tooth, as to 
breake the Kings Law , eſpecially 
where he threatenerh Limbe, Lite, 
or Libertic : And ſhall I not be a- 
fraid to treſpalſe againlt thy Sta- 
tutes ; the breach = hich,1s put 
niſhable with eternall death ? -4 
there none but thee., whom wee 
may make bold with 3 ? Shall I be 
{o tooliſh, as to feare Sickneſſe, 
Pouertie , and mens diſpleaſures : 
And ſhall I not be afraid to breake 
thy Commandements, if men note 
me to hit me in the tecthwith-pre- 
ciſenefſe ? Shall I not be afraid to 
prouoke by ſinne thy wrath , who 
art a conſuming fire? W hat is 
this, but with litrle Children,to be 
skarred with-a Bug-beare, harme- 
lefle ; and to bee dreadlele of fire, 

and water ? Laſtly,wee muſt looke 
to God in conſcience, how this at- 
fe&ion is peruerted in you ; con- 
f-fing to him , that yce can feare 
the:faccs of men, and things that 
are;or leeme hurefull:to your ſelnes; 

Yee cau demcane- your felnes reue- 
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rently toward ſuch asare in requeſt 
among men ; but toward him, yee 
fhnde great want. Pray ye thandees 
to him, to pur it into your hearts : 
hee hath coucnanted , to put his 
feare .into your hearts, ſo that yec 
{hall not depart from him.. 

The fifth thing is, to reioyce in 
God, and to haue .him -in. your 
hearts ; for God: bindetk you to 
retoyce in him : Reioyce in the 
Lord alwayes ;- againe, I fay, re- 
toyce. . Delight. thy: ſelfe: in the 
Lord, and hee ſhall giue thee thy 
hearts defire. Let not the richrman 
reioyce in wealth, the ſtrong man 
in ſtrength, the wiſe man in wiſc- 
dome , but that hee knoweth me, 
ſayth the Lord. For what we make 
our chiefe 1oy,that is our God : for 
the heart reſteth principally in that 
with which it. is moſt delighted. 
Now-what 1s more equall,than that 
we ſhould folace ourſelves in him 
with ioy vnſpeakable and glorious; 
who hath delivered vs from death, 
and ſinne, and Satan ? (who, as 
Gods 
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Gods exccutioner,/hath power oi 
finne and death) In him, who. 1s a, 
Light 2nd a $hicld ; that is a Foun- 
taine of all goad, and defender of vs 
from all euill ; able to maintaine all 
the good, both {pirituall and, cor- 
porail, which we hauc, and glue vs 
whatſocuer,is wanting. But af, we 
marke our hearts, our-ioy is much 
depraned, (1o thar Salomon fayth 
not vvithout.caulſe, that our laugh- 
ter-is. become magneſle:) for. our 
hearts: are; ngt: aheery, this vyay- 
hs xr of the. precioys benehts 
vvhichare-giuen in Chriſt; Pardon 
of linne ; Peace (the beginning of 
everlaſting elife)zhrough the worke 
of grace.; Hope, through Chriſt, 

bf he bleavenly RiPgome: vphy? 

they cat-heare all this: and be. {0 
farre fromleaping vv thin vs;that 
vve can -hardly.diſcerne them to 
mooue. Nay, i& vve marke them 
the better,vve ſhall ice, that vvhen 
vye vvauld. hold-them to-the re- 
membrance of ſuch things ; vntill 


they. haue broken. looſe from be, : 
they 
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they are not if their Kine, and can- 
not be lightſome : as if God were 
the damper of our mirth,, and not 
the matter of our cxulting , and 
gladneſie. 

Now when yee cannot obſerue 
any reioycing inthe Lord,yee muſt 
ſhame your ſclues, by laying to 
your hearts the caſe in other mat- 
ters. If I ſee ſome Toy, or heare 
ſome Teſt, I cannot containe my 
ſelfe: If I heare ſome good newes, 
or meete. with ſorme- proſperous 
ſucceſſe. in my worldly affaires , I 
cannot bee pleaſant enough : If I 
be paſſing my time away with my 
friends, at their courteous inuite- 
ments, or if I be at my ſports, it 
goeth on merrily-;. deadneſſe and 
vncomfortablenefe , I feele them 
not for the time, I ſhall hauelaugh- 
ter enough at ſome merry Conceit, 
or a Feather , till I tickle againe ; 
and ſhall I not retoyce atthe Goſ- 
pell of God, or good: newes from 
Heanen, touching the faluarion of 
my ſonle? Againe,fhall I be — 

an 
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and langh with my friends ; .and 
ſhall I beall amort , when I draw 
neere my God ?: Shall I be glad of 
acquaintance with man, and not be 
glad that I know God. in Chriſt, 
who is Lite cuerlaſting.? Shall the 
wicked reioyce , an ſeruing Sinne, 
and Satan; and ſhall I bee without 
mirth, 1n ſeruing my God ? Our 
reioycing is .carthly , little toy of 
the Holy Ghoſt welleth-in vs. 
Wee are like. ſuch as are ficke of 
light Frenzies.; they will laugh at 
their. ſhadowes,wet at oar fancies ; 
they ſee not into any point of -mo- 
ment,we-diſtaſte tharwhich ſauou- - 
reth of Righteouſnefle, and right 
reaſon. . As therefore againſt the 
former,ſo apain{tthis alſo,we muſt 
fight:the good fright of Faith ; loo - 
king to' him that hath ſaid, hee will 
make our hearts glad in his houſe; 
who hath- promiſed ro - ſend his 
. -_— vato vs, that our 1oy-may be. 


aying that wee dy 
ok this Fe of hin 


take place'in'vs'; that rar would 
retifie 
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refifie this afteion in vs, making 
vs to take comfort inthatwhich 1s 
matter of true reloycing. : :» ,, 

Sixtly, Now for prayling God, 
and thankefulneſſe yuto him, {for 
this is thelaſt thing Lpropounded) 
we haue this.Commandement;-n 
all chings giue thatks;yea,in euils ; 
ſhall we receine good things from 
the Lord, and not cuill 2 The Lord 
hath giueu, and the Lord hath ta- 
kenaway, bleſied be.the Name' of 
the Lord. For howſoeuer it beyct 
God/is good , euen when: heermpu- 
nifheth ; and no wonder-;-1sitt,not 
ſo in bodily things ? Bitter Medi- 
Cines areas in due ſeaſon, as 
the delighttullett Daiunies, : And 
are not. our:inward and qatwasd 
croſles;;:by Gods grace. ;i,made 
wholeſome Phyſicke, to:ptrge our 
ohr corruptions , and to:make 'v$ 
partakers - of! the:-quiet- fruit of 
Righteauſnefle:; and. true: Holys . 
nelle 2 , Yea, our.heares: ſhould [be 
{o thankefullyiatec&ed ; that; (ke 
fire }, they ſbuld ; breake mr 
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2nd inflame others. - Wherein we 
haue holy Dz#id for an example : 
P/al.10;.he begins ; My ſoule,and 
all within mee , prayſe his holy 
Name : In the next P/a/me,the laſt 
verſe,he ſayth; Prayſe ye the Lord. 
Firſt, hee {tirres vp bimfelte , and 
then prouokes others to prayſe the 
Lord. Asthe Cocke,that firlt clap. 
ing his wings about his owne 
ie, rowzeth vp. himſelfe , and 
after (crowing) awakencth others. 
Otherwiſe, common: rearmes of 
thankefulnefle; vwvithout affeRion, 
are as Court-holy-water, (as vve 
ſay) vvhich our Gad,that:looketh 
at the heart and reines ,;' doth not 
reſped : - theſe are good vyords, 
that vvill pay no. debt vvith him. 
And truly, there: 1s good reaſon 
for this: For whether yee looke at 
benefits paſt, caten Bread muſt not 
be forgotten, thankes mult ſtill be 
greene : And doth not your par- 
ticular deliuerance ( vvhen many 
fall on' each hand. of you ) binde 
you ,:dayly to. bee. thankefull ? 
Or - 
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- Or whether yee looke at the things 


yee enioy : . yee know your tempo- 
rall bleſſings ; as tolerable health, 
good name and reputation, free- 
dome from-ſuit and ſcruice,abilitie 
rather to be helpetull than charge- 
able, your domeſticall peace, your 
libertie, without feare. of reſtraint ; 
all of them, in their places, no ſmall 
matters. It yee conſider ſpirituall 
bleſſings ; that which yee haue 
downe-in hand, 1s as greata worke 
of his mercic,as rhe glorious eſtate 
yee looke for hereafter. Is not the 
Lords worke more admirable , in 
the firſt making and quickening 
the Infant in the Wombe, than in 
feeding it there, bringing it forth, 
and nurſing it vp to full ſtatare ? 
So, his begetting vs againe; who 
were dead 1n finne .( though yet in - 
the Wombe- of our Mother, the. 
Church) tobealue in Chriſt LTeſus, 
when we are:new-borne Babes in 
him, 1s more- than: the-»bringt 
of vs to perfect Manhood: 
though n ſeeme ſtrange , yet. it is 
onely 
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onely in this reſpet, becauſe wee 
are like Infants z who liuc, but yer 
know not that theyliue : ſo, wee 
hauing in ſmall meaſure the Spirit, 
which teacheth vs to know the 
things beſtowed vpon vs, know not 
how great that Grace is, which 
hath beene alreadie ſhewed vs. Is 
it a ſmall thing , when wee were 
dead in ignorance,and in luſt of our 
ignorance, to be quickned with the 
Life of God, in Knowledge, Righ- 
teouſneſſe,and Holineſſe? Whenwe 
were Enemies,to be madc Friends, 
yea, Sonnes and Daughters? The 
Apoſtle doubteth not to reaſon 
from this, to cuerlaſting life, as the 
leſſer, Row.F. 10. God,when wee 
were enenues , hath reconciled vs 
by his death; how much more will 
hee ſaue vs, with perfe&t faluation 
of ſouleand DEE his Life? that 
is, by putting forth the power of. 
his Spirit. Now hee liueth, to die ' 
no more. 
Theſe then are great things, as 
acquitting you from finne, and 
death ; 
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death ; for Chriſt, your Snretics 
ke, hee ſending hts-Spirit into 

our hearts , and giuiag you part 
in the firſt Reſurretion. Beſides 
theſe, yce muft remember, vyhat 
aduerſities hee bath holpen- you 
in, bow he harh caſed the yoake 
of your corruptions, vyhicly haue 
had more power-1in you ', than 
now they haue. Yea, vyhat euils 
che hath pur by you. Haue yec not 
been tempted in this or that kind ? 
It is, becauſe God in mercy vvould 
not leade you into tentation. Yea, 
this is, in ſome ſort , more to bee 
acknowledged than vitory,vvhen 
yee were tempted : for not-to bee 
tempted , is more -"11mmediately 
from GoDp, and lefſe in mans 
power,than to preuaile againſt ten- 
tations. For nothing. doth -oner- 
come-vs, vyithout our vvill ; but 
vvithout our vvill;God doth leade 
vs intotryall : for heknoweth, we 
would taſte little of theſe if it were 
in our power to- be'our owne car- 
uers, Yee muſt be asthankefull for 
thoſe 
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thoſe ſinnes vvhich God hath not 
let yee know,as for thoſe hee hath 
pardoned in you,hauing committed 
them. 

Whether doe yee thinke,yee are 
bound to prayſe God more, if hee 
reſtore you, vvhen Sickneſle hath 
come vpon you ; or keepe you ſo, 
that you feele no/ Diſeaſe.? Now, 
if yee conſider vvhat things God 
hath prepared for you , they are 
ſuch as eye neuer ſaw,nor euer fully 
entred into the heart of man. 
Compare the eſtate of Prince Hen. 
rie in his Qucene Mothers wombe, 
vvith his condition, at full age, in 
all the glory of his Fathers Court, 
there 1is-a broad difference, and it 
may fitly reſemble- the difference 
of our preſent and future eſtate : 
Weare borne Sonnes and Daugh- 
ters of God, Heires-apparant tothe 
Kingdome of Heauen ; but while 
the Church doth here trauell of vs, 
we are pent vp indarke Cloyſters, 
and annoyed with much ſtench of 
{inne,both-in our ſelues and —_— 

ut 
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but hereafter our eſtate ſhall be al. 
together lightſome,happy,and glo- 
rlous : ſo that wee may well fay to 
God, How great 1s the goodneſle 
that thou haſt layd vp for them 
that feare thee ? How great things 
doeſt thou worke for the ſonnes of 
men, for ſuch as hope in thee? Yee 
ſee then, how for things paſt, pre- 
ſent, and thoſe alſo which hee hath 
in ſtore for vs,wee arc bound to be 
thankefull. Now,ift yee aske what 
it is, wherein our thankefulneſſe 
Nanderh? I anſwer: firſt,in heartie 
acknowledgement of Gods good- 
neflcto vs in all things, with con- 
ſcience of our owne vnwortht- 
ncfle, as not worthy of the leaſt of 
all his mercies. Compare Gen. 3 2. 
10.. and 33.5. with 1. Chron.29, 
14. Secondly , wee mult tell of 
Ggds goodnefſle, that we may glo- 
rite him before others. Come, I 
will tell you , fayth Dawd , what 
the Lord hath done for my ſoule. 
So, Moſes would tell his Father in 
law what God had done for them. 
Thirdly, 
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bout , what wee may returne vnto 
God , by way of thankefulneſſe : 
Whar ſhall I giue vnto the Lord, 
for all his benefits vnto me ? Laſt- 
ly,it will make vs accuſe our ſclues, 
it we be backward in dutie. Thus 
we ſce, when we receiue any ſpe- 
ciall kindnefle from our fricads ; 
hrſt, our inward affetions doe ac- 
knowledge and entertaine it glad- 
ly ; ſecondly,we tell what any one 
hath donc for vs ; thirdly, we will 
thinke how wee may requite him, 
or,at leaſt, teſtifie our thanktulnefle 
towards him ; fourthly, wee rate 
our ſelues (if we goe 0n,and no to- 
ken of good will be returned ) as 
mach to blame, that we ſhould for- 
get ſo great a courtelie , as was 
ſhewed to vs. 

Now then, that yee haue heard 
what it is to be thankfull,and what 
good rcaſon wee haue to enforce 
this dutie vpog vs, we muſt lay our 
{clues tothis rule;and we ſhall find, 
that we come as ſhort herein, as = 

wn 
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the afore-named. Oh ! yvee arc 
horribly vnthankfull. What good 
bleſſings doe we receiuc, not once 
caſting a looke vnto the giuer of 
them ? When wearec kept in the 
night,and our houſes from fire,and 
breaking into ; vvhen refreſhed 
with ſlcepe ; vvhen kept all day,in 
our goings out, and Commings in; 
vvhen fed : Doe wee heartily ac- 
knowledge God in all theſe ? It 1s 
hee that watcheth, orelſe in vaine 
they keepe the Citie: It 1s hee that 
rocketh vs aſleepe,anddraweththe 
Curtaine of the night about vs;hee 
_ ſleepe to his beloued ; -It is 

ice that wardeth about vs all the 
day, keeping vs in our wayes: Hee 
openeth his hand, and like a great 
Houſe-keepcr, gueth vs our dayly 
Bread. If incarthly things,which 
we ſee and taſte, we cannot prayſe 
him; what taking ſhall we be found 
in,about heauenly? W hen yee haue 
your dayly ſinnes fuxgiuen you, in 
Chriſt; yvhen you are kept from 
the ſinne of your owne heart ; the 
Cor- 


in Geas Building. 

corrupt examples of worldly men ; 
the ſpirituall wickedneſſes which 
hght again(t vs; vvyhen yee goe in 
ſpirituall peace from morning vn- 
till night, which alone is a gitt paſ- 
ſing vnderitanding : Doe yee aC- 
knowledge God,with affection to- 
ward him, inall theſe ? -It is hee 
that ſhiftcth vs out of the ſcapes of 
our naturall corruption,waſhingvs 
in the bloud of his Chriſt, from the 
filth of our ſinnes ; he forgiueth vs 
euery day our treſpaſſes : Ir 1s his 
might, in which, as ina Tower,we 
are kept ſafe, againſt all the ene- 
mies-of our faluation : Hee is the 
God of Peace, the Prince of Peace 
in Chriſt , who killeth the accu- 
ling, and ſubdueth the rage and 
vſurpation of ſinne in vs. We are 
much in fault, who haue receiued 
good things at Gods hands,and re- 
payed euill, and {carce taken notice 
of any his kindnefſes towards vs. 
God doth carry vs on the tender 
armes of his mercie ; but (alas) 
little doe wee vnderſtand of him. 

In 
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In bcnehits often receiued, our ſpi- 
rits doe not once looke vp to him ; 
but as Swine take the Maſte, ſo doe 
we our bleſſings : Or if we doe any 
thing by way of thanketfulnefſe, 
how ſlubberingly doe we turne it 
ouer,our affeions being bent ano- 
ther way, rather than to the thank. 
full prayſing of our God? We ſerue 
him,as little children ſerue vs;who 
when they be come in to vs, from 
their play,and hauing gotten ſome- 
thing of vs that they want , away 
they goe, without retitrence or re- 
ſpec of vs : but if they know we 
will have dutie , then they doe it ; 
bur in ſuch a faſhion, that wee may 
fee their hearts are on their Game 
abroad, more than on their dutie. 
So, for ſpeaking what our good 
God hath done tor vs (thankeful- 
neſſe will not ſmother a benefit re- 
cciued) whendoe we tell him,with 
delight of his Kindnefſle ? When 
doe we beat our braines , not ſuf- 
fering the temples of our head to 
take any reſt,till we haue pm 
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God ſome argument of our thank. 
fulneſſe ? Alas ! vve vie our God, 
as if it greatly mattered not how 
hee were dealt with. Now then, 
take words to your felues,condem- 
ning from your hearts this gric- 
uous finne. Say, if a man doe bid 
me to Supper once 1na Q::arter, I 
thanke _ then ; rt mcete 
him next after, thanke himaga.ne 
for my laſt being with him ; 1 tell 
him, what kinde welcome , what 
cood cheare he made me : then I 
inaite him ſometime againe , and 
checke my ſelfe, if I forget it. Bur 
if ſome greater matter be beſtowed 
vpon vs, how exceeding kindly doe 
we take it? how doe we loue to tell 
of it ? how doewe yeeld our {clues 
vp to them that gaue it, profeiling 
our {clues to be at their commands, 
to the vttermoſt of our abilitie ? 
Shall I thanke him who giueth me 
a Supper in loue, tell of his loui 
entertainment,and be aſhamed 1f I 
make no neighbourly requitall;and 
{hall I not be affectionately thanke- 
R full 
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full to my God,who giueth mee all 
my dayly Bread ? yea,who feedeth 
my ſoule with Himſelfe, in Ieſus 
Chriſt,(here ismy body,my bloud) 
that I may liue for cuer ? Shall I 
not tell of the fined Wines, thoſe 
fat things,cuen of my God, broken 
in his body & ſoulewith forrowes, 
ſhedding his molt precious bloud, 
vyherewith my moſt vnworthie 
ſoule hath beene fed, and feaſtcd ? 
Shall I, for ſo ſmall a kindneſle, 
thanke a man a thouſand times,and 
tell him, I am his to be comman- 
ded ; and ſhall I not ſurrender my 
ſelfke ro my God, who hath payed 
my debt, and purchaſed me a new 
Stocke, eucn the hope of ecternall 
life, with bis precious bloud ? Shall 
I bluſh at ſmall vnthankfulneſſe to- 
ward man, and not be aſhamed of 
reat want this way,toward God ? 
W hat?ſhall I be worſe tomy God, 
than an Oxec or an Aﬀe to his ow- 
ner ? If I ſhould ſhew one excee- 
ding great loue, and hee ſhould not 
at all regard me, or returne me but 
ſome 
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ſome common countenance ; could 
I endure it ? Thus then turne your 
ſclues vato God, and ſay ; I am be= 
come worſe vnto thee ,' than the' 
Whelpes that feede vnder my Tas 
ble,are vito me : they will,in their 
kinde , fawne vpon mee louingly ; 
and if any ſmite me, they will pre- 
fently flye ar him. But my hard 
hearr bath no; power to be thanke- 
full vnto thee, and to prayſe thee : 
My zeale is-not moued,when thou 
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reproach with dry eyes , and vn- 
troubled ſpirit. Oh, thou who re- 
uireſt of me in all things to-giue 
. thankes, and haſt promiſed to 
write thy-Commandements in my 
heart, put into my heart a Law of 
thankefulnefſe. O thou quickning 
Spirit, quicken my-ſoule this way. 
Now finally, for attaining a thank. 
full heart, yee mult labour for theſe 
three things: Firſt, yee muſt quic- 
ken in your ſelues the conſcience of 
your owne vaworthinefle; for wee 
cannot prayle God to any pagan, 
3 Ut 
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further then we ſee our ſelues lefſe 
than the leaſt of all his mercies. 
Eucnas hunger 1s good fawce,ma- 
king bitter things 1weete-; ſo this 
pouertie of ſpirit, and .conſcience 
of our owne vnworthinefle , doth 
make eucry benefit amiably taſted. 
Secondly, ye muſt labour to worke 
vpon your ſclues a ſenſe of the 
worth of thoſe things yee entoy ; 
in which, we grcatly failc : which 
maketh vs viſually, that wee neuer 
know the price and worth of our 
good bleſſings, vntill we are depri- 
ucd of them. And this neg:et doth 
breed a double miſchicfe ; it makes 
vs _ things vnthanketfully, yea, 
vncomfortably , ( for that which 
throughplentie ſeemeth nodaintie, 
cannot be ſo delightful vnto vs.) 
And when they are taken away, 
thcn wee come to Had-I-wilſt; and 
doc ſo much more penance,by how 
much we haune been more carelefle. 
In a word, ſo much as I eſteeme of 
a gift beſtowed, ſo farre forth am I 
thankfull:Not the hauing of _ 

It 
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but the having of them in eſtimat:- 
on,breedes rhankſgining. Thirdly, 
yec muſt labourto ſee Gods good- 
nefe to you inall things: the grace 
of the giuer,not the eift i it ſelte, {© 
much engendreth thankefulneſle ; 
the gift 15 ;the Shell, and this 1s the 
Meat, which taſtcd in the ſoule,is 
ſweeter than life', and maketh vs 
breake- out- into pray ſes. Labour 
for thankefull hearts ; God asketh 
nothing elſe but this, as a Rent for 
all his bleſſings beſtowed v pon vs: 
I will dehiuer rthee, 'and thou-ſhalt 
prayſe my Name. 'We will not let 
goe Leaſes ro men, for not pzying 
of Rent : neyiher let vs gine God 
cauſc to cnter nd ſtrayne vpon vs, 
and all that we haue,for not ni#gni- 
fying and prayſi ng him: Thus if 
God helpe you to. ftixre vp your 
hearts, (for our affetions, in going 
this way, are like dull Aſſes, which 
goe no longer than they are bea- 
ten;) if, 1 fy, he gine you grace to 
ſtirre vp your hceartsto repentance, 
and to furrender your foulesto him, 
R 3 by 
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by eying him, truſting on him, lo- 
uing:him, retoycing in him, ſo ma- 
king him your feare, prayſing him 
by ſpirit, word, and worke ; then 
happie ſhall ye be : If new plagues 
breake forth , ye ſhall haue your 
comfort in the hotteſt. And it ye 
labour to ſee how farre your hearts 
are out, of frame, in regard of 
knowledge, truſt, loue, feare, ioy, 
thankfulnefſe,and in regard of im- 

 penitent hardnefſe and unpudencie 
which 1s inthem, (tor they cannot 
bluſh-for that which God Knoweth 
by them, though our cares will tin- 
gle and glow on our heads , if any 
man know ought reproachfull by 
vs;) if ye labour to Ende this our, 
and then inthe ſight of your miſery 
looke to Gods promiſe, who hath 
couenanted to g12e you a new heart 

a tender heart, in which hts Com- 
mandements ſhall be written by tne 
finger of his Spirit;then ye ſhall ſee 
rhar this courſe will let you be ne1- 
ther idle nor vnprofitadle ; yea, 1t 
{hall bring you to grow vnto per- 

tection. 


m Gods Buildings 


fetion. For as the young body, 
which from wholſome emptinefle, 
hath freſh appetite to new ſuſte- 
nance, taketh augmentation mgrc 
and more; ſo the toule, which from 
obſeruing the heartleſnefle of 1t 
ſelfe , waxeth dayly poore 1n 1ts 
owne eyes, hungribg and thirſting 
after righreouſneſle,recetuethdayly 
{ptrituall encrcaſe from God. Wiſe 
men will take the ſowre with the 
ſweere ; and nothing in the World 
1s gotten , without paines-taking, 
Therefore, if it ſceme to haue any 
bitterneſfe,or to require labour, yee 
muſt not be diſmayed. I promiſe 
ay. it 1s but ( _— little) brackiſh 
in the top ; thedeeper yee goc, yee 
ſhall Gnde it the —_ Make a 
vertue of neceſſitic. If ye will en- 
ter into life, this one thing 1s ne- 
ceſſarie, Luke 10, 42. But there is 
none that awaketh himſelte, to lay 
hold on God. The Lord giue you 
vnderſtanding inall things. 
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Another Letter, written by 
Mater Paul Bayne. 
M: Chriſtian friend , if T had 

ſooner knowne of your hea- 
uineſle, I would before this haue 
written vnto you : For the more 
arguments we haue of loue, borne 
vs by Gods children, the more te- 
ſtimonies wee haue of his fauour 
rowards vs. It pleaſed God, in 
December laſt, to change his hand. 
toward you, and to touch you in 
your Wife , whom now he hath a- 
gaine vifited , and I hope to both 
your comforts. Truely our God 
(through Chriſt Teſus ) is ſo mer- 
Cifull, that all things are ſantifhed 
by him vnto our good : all afflicti- 
ons,though for the prefent not 1oy- 
ous , yet they bring vs afterward 
the quiet fruit of righteouſnedle. 
Theft euils which here cuer and a- 
non are preſent with vs, they are 
fitly compared to wayward and 
touchy-gueſts : which, while they 
ſtay,watch cuery oxhcer ; but when 
they 
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in Gods Building, 
they depart,they pay freely. So it 
is with theſe: t Y oftentimes diſc - - 
4 


quiet the frame © 
but when they goe away,they leaue 
encreaſe of grace, of faith; of pati.. 
ence, of experience ; that the foule 
fayth, Well,it is good I knew theſe 
things. But the preſent working 
of ſorrowes {cemeth often farre 0- 
therwiſc : for in ſtead of encreaſing 
in faith, our faith ſeemeth to bec 


' ſhakenand weakened , ratherthan 


otherwiſe ; and in ſtead of bree- 
ding patience and holinefle , our 
ſoules doe diſcouer more impat1- 
ence, rebellion, and: more vnholi- 
nefle.cucry way.. Now the ſoule 
thinketh,when thus 1t is ſhaken in 
belicfe ; How doe theſe Croſses 
confirme faith ? 'and when ſuch 
euill , dwellingin vs, doth breake 
out;how(faith the ſoule to it ſelfe) 
do afflicticns beget thequier fruit 
ofrighteouſnes?1 will anfwer you 
thee queſtions familiarly : When 
Faith 1s ſhaken by cuils be-falling 
vs,/0uaske how wt is confirme.i? 1 

R.S antwer 


he whole ſoule;. - 


A holy Helper 
anſwer you by a double compari- 
ſon; Whena Linke burneth dim,to 
helpe the light,we knocke it;being 
beatento any thing , it ſeemeth a!- 
moſt togoe forth; yer this beating 
it,dothcaulc 1t caſt light tarremore 
clecrely. | 
Againe , how doththe ſhaking 
of a tree by ſtormy blaſts, ſettle the 
root and: the tree more firmely, 
though fora while it threaten the 
downefall?; Conceiue of theſe, and 
you may vnderſtand , how faith 
thought ſeeme to be caſt downe, 
yet tryed by tentations,it commeth 
to. be ſtrengthened. Now ,then if 
you aske,how they bring torth en- 
creaſc of righteonſnes , ſeeing you 
ſee more vnrighteouſaefſe breake 
from you by occaſion of them, then 
'008 haue obſerued in your ſelfe 
ceretofore +: Conſider. that: 
whea -a. veſſell. of; any. liquor , 
hath mud and dregs.fettled 1n the 
bottome z it mult be ſtirred , that 
which ſeemed pure,muſt be made 
auddie before it can be cleanſed: e- 
- acl 
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uen ſo his troubling of vs , veſſels 
full of vncleannes,is the way wher- 
by God doth clcanſe vs. Now if 
God be ſo tenderly preſent by vs, 
as it pleaſed him ere-while to be, 
it falleth ſo out,that much gold,ma- 
ny precious graces are diſcerned, 
which wc belles could not diſco- 
uer:& theſe areſuch ſweet ſowres, 
{o pleaſantly tempered, that the 
griefe 15 notſo bitter, as the work- 
ing of grace in vs is delightfull.But 
what way ſoeucr, calamity do not 
{6 hurt vs.as ſcarre vs; vs whoarc 
loned of God and called home ac- 
cording tothis purpoſe. Thus 
wiſhing your peace,and 
hoping that all ſhall 
turne to good , the 
good of you both, 
I ceaſe totrou- 
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m ref from tbe dayes of adwer ſitie. 
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| Ouing Siſter; I 
jIcannot but write 
oua word inthe 
cHoue I beare you, 
hearing that your 
health doth ſtand 
—_ | weakely 
with you, then heretofore, I wiſh 
your bodily frailty might be an oc> 
calionto your ſoulc, of returning 
into it .ſelfe, and drawing more 
neere to God in Chriſt Teſus. Euen. 
as Children loue to bee playing a- 
broad, tillnight approaching tloth 
cauſe them. returne:: . fo-we lone 
not to. dyell at home. with —_ 


Comfort and Inſtrution 


and our owne conſciences 1n godly 
deuotion and meditation this way; 
but to be abroad in fuch courſes, 
as are moſt pleaſing to our corrrupt 
natures, till the night of affliction 
commeth ; 1n which,vnable tode. 
light our felues as ' before , vvee 
turne backe into our owne fſoules, 
and come home to our heauenty 
Father. I vviſh you this fruit of 
your infirmitiesthe rather, becauſe 
not the hauing- of ſickneſſe , bur 
profitingby it, 15a ccrtaine marke, 
that you are one whom God hath 
called , according to his heauenly 
purpoſe of lite encrlaſting + for all 
things worke to their. good onely, 
whoare thas called of God ; and 
loue him, Rum: $8: And if you re- 
cciue corretion, ſoasto haue the 
quict fruit of righteouſneſle- by 
meanes of it , then you are chil- 
dren, not baſtards; that looke as 
good mettall. 1s diſcerned from 
droſſe , not- by being -inthe” fire 
onely, but by waxing more bright 
and refined by meanes of it ; foare 

Gods 
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Gods Children deſcried from 0- 
thers , not by being in calamitie, 
which is common to all , but by 
growing therby more purged from 
their corruption, and more fhining 
in the light of grace , to the glory 
of their Father which is in heauen. 
Wherctore ſeeing it doth ſo much 
concerne you, to find ſome ſpiri- 
tuall fruits of your viſitation, I will 
at this time teach you , how you 
may come to profit by this hand of 
God, which hath followed you of 
late with more then ordinary weak- 
neſle of body. 

Firſt,you muſt labour to appre- 
hend God as a Father correcting of 
you by theſe infirmities. 

Secondly, you muſtlabor to find 
out-the. cauſe why, and to what 
purpoſe God doth follow you in 
fuch kind. And thirdly , you muſt 
ſeeke to him , that he would teach 
youto profit, and lead you by his 

ce toalthat whichis pleaſing be- 

re him. Many account of. ſicknes, 
aSa thing which cometh by courle, 
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a thing(which may well be looked 
for in your ycers )which will weare 
away by the grace of God ; onely 
as it had atime to grow 1n, ſoit 
muſt haue a time to goe in alto ; 
vaniſhing away inſuch thoughts, 
neuer obſeruing the correcting 
hand of their God , in the thing 
whichis vpon them. The world as 
it doth not know God in all that 
good he doth them,when he filleth 
their hearts with ioy and gladncſle, 
being worſe then the Oxe and Afle, 
who know their Maſters Crib : fo 
againe, being drunken with 1gno- 
rance, and luſts of ignorance, they 
know not who ſtrikeththem,when 
the puniſhing hand of God doth 
follow them: whereas cuery chelde 
doth know when it recetueth cor- 
re&ion from the carthly Parent, 
yea, the wilde Colt doth know 
when the Dam doth ſtrike it. 
Wherefore (before all things) la- 
bour to ſee God,your Fathers hand 
inall things. - Should we beat our 
children,and they ſhould ſeeme ne- 
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uerſo much as to heed our ftriking 
of them, would we not iudge their 
ſtate forlorne? Againe,this maketh 
vs returne repentantly , when we 
ſee our heauenly Father calling vs 
by his correQtion; this maketh vs 
to tmdeauour to be humbled vnder 
Gods hand when we thinke how 
God our Father is offended with 
vs. Finally,this maketh vs to con- 
ceiue hope,that our viſitation ſhall 
be for our good ; the Parents hand 
hurteth not Children. | 

Now for_your clearer inſpeRi- 
otr hereinto , and for your greater 
comfort , I will infiſt ſomewhat 
lightly vpon that in Daniel , Dan. 
11.33, 34, 35+ Where the Prophet 
(hauing opened the impieties and 
perſecutions of that wicked Antso- 
chus, as likewiſe what wastheſtate 
of thelewwithout,who had not the 


power of godlinefle,inthe verſe be- 


fore )doth intheſe three lay downe 
the eſtate ofthe godly, while theſe 
hery tryalsindured. And 5. things 


arcthereſet downe ; Firſt, he de- 


fcribeth 


— 
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{cribeth thoſe that were 'godly, 
wiſe, and ſound-hearted in their 
profeſſion, from this, thatthey did 
labour to bring others to fellow. 
{hip 1n the ſame grace with them, 
through inſtruction, and meanes of 
that nature. Secondly, he fetreth 
downe the varicty of euils which 
ſhould befall them, fire, and ford. 
Thirdly, the cold comfort and fcn- 
der helpes which they werelike to 
find. Fourthly, theend ofall, viz. 
the purging out of a!l their cor- 
ruptions, both of fleſh and ſpirit. 


Fifchly, the durance of their (uffe- 
ring, . namely, till Gods appointed 
ſeaſon were expired. From this 
(that the godly-wiſe are deſcribed 
from hence , that they inſtruct 0- 
thers) obſcrue firſt by the yy 


that a good mans property 1s , he 
will labour to make others good , 
he cannot goe to heaven alone ; as 
God catcheth him, ſo he will pull 
his neighbour after with him, as 
Philip did Nathanael, loh.1 .4 3.ac- 
cording to that commandement, 

Teach 


in affliftion, 
Teach and edifie one another, r. 
Thefl. 5.cucn asaſiyeet ſmell filleth 
the ſenſes of ſuch as areneere it, 
lo grace affe&teth thoſe that con- 
uerie with 1t. Now to perſwade 
vs tothe practice of this, wee hauc 
many reatons; firſt, Gods glory, for 
the glory of a King,as Salomon faith, 
tandeth in the multitude of his 


Subicats; therefore, when we la-. 


bour to1increaſe the number of the 
fairhfuil, we do gaine no ſmall glo- 
ry to God ; as who then increaſe 
hisSubieds, and cnlarge his King- 
dome. Scconely, the good of rhe 
party admonithed ; for as Saint 
lames ſaith often , by this meanes 
a Soule is ſaued ; whuch 1s more to 
him that is conuerted , then if we 
oct him the poſſeſſion of the 
whole World. Thirdly, for our 
ſelues, it doth many wayes benefit 
vs thus to worke vpon others ; 
for, firſt , withcut vs , we hence 
winne our ſelues great loue in the 
beartsofochers. This made Naom: 
ſo intereſſed in the heart of _ 

is 
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This made Pas/, fo affeted tothe 
Galatians , that they would haue 


giuen him their eyes; whercas if | 


this be wanting,no elec is ſufficient; 
and the_neglect of this, is-thar, 
which often maketh men meete 
with ſuch trickes and turnes in 
theirdeareſt triends,asare gricuous 
vntothem. Againe, while we doe 
deale with others this way , we in- 
creaſe our owne grace;for it is with 
that as our other ſtocke, the better 
it be husbanded , and the oftner ir 
be turned , ſo much the more it is 
increaſed. Thirdly , in Heauen we 
ſhall haue ſo much more ample re- 
ward, by how much more we haue 
beene in this Kind more fruntfull. 
Dan.12.3. Thisis firſt, to rebuke 
the vaine complaints of men , who 
will cry out, O what an cuill world 
it1s! Whom may a man truſt now 
adayes?Bur yet neuer goe about t0 
reclaime a man from any euill way. 
What doeſt thou complaine of an 
euil world. It is the worſe for thee? 
When docſt thou admoniſh — + 

ay, 


— 
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Nay , one may be in thy company 
allthe yeere,and ſcarce hearea good 
word,whichtendeth to make finne 
hatctull, and vertue precious inthe 
accounts of others. What folly 1s 
this, to bemone that , which thou 
wilt not {tir thy little finger to re- 
drefſe ? As1t a husbandman ſhould 
complaine,O here is nothing in my 
ground, but bryers and nettles, and 
othcr weeds: but ſhould neuer ma» 
nure 1t,ſow it, drefle it, &c. Euery 
one would condemne it as folly in 
him,ſo itis with vs. Secondly,this 
rebuketh ſuch as willnot be admo- 
niſhed:come and talke with them, 
harping vpon this ſtring, and they 
will ſay, What haue you to do with 
me ? looke to your ſelfe , you ſhall 
anſwer for your ſelte , and notfor 
me: but we muſt haue to doe with 
them, and one with another : did 
we {ce their beaſt ready to. miſcar- 
ry, vnder a burden, we are bound 
to helpe it,and they would not miſ- 
like it; much more are we bound 
to helpe one another vnder the __ 

cn 
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denof ſinne.Secondly, here we ſee, 
that the beſt ſeruice receiueth from 
the world oftentimesthe worſt wa- 
pes. Theſe that made others turne 
from their cuill wayes, and them- 
{clues walked in all godly mnocen- 
cy; thcſe are the Butts(as it were) 
ar which the malicious world 
chiefely ſhooteth: thus it was with 
Chriſt, and the Prophets : which 
of them in manner were not crucl- 
ly butchered? The reaſon is,firſt,be- 
cauſe ſuch fruitfuli Chriſtians , the 
Diucll feeleth his head ſo trod on 
by them , that hee cannot indure 
them : but will catch them by the 
heele , and miſchiefe them, as far 
as heis able. Let men flouriſh with 
humane wiſedome ,. carry them- 
ſclues for humane morall diſcourſe 
and complement , incomparable; 
he ſtirreth notatthis , for all this 
while hee 1s but playd with , no 
ſoule is recouered out of his pow- 
er, he 1snotdiſturbed. Againe, as 
the malice of the diuell 1s againſt 
them chicfely , fo the enuie of the 
world; 
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world ; who cannot but hate ſuch 
vvhoſe vvorkes are better then 
their owne. The vie of this is,that 
we iudge not of men according to 
their affiftions. Oh when vvee 
heare one is in trouble,then we ſay, 
Surely he might have handled the 
matter with more diſcretion ; had 
he beene wiſer , he might haueſa- 
ued all thistrouble. Doe we notice 
here , thatthe wiſeſt that were fa- 
thers begetting others to wiſe- 
dome, this is their portion? Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles might thus bee 
condemned as fooliſh ; nay , ſuch 
whoſe fins doe caſt them intotheir 
troubles,ſuch are fooliſh;but when 
affictions come for a good conſct- 
ence,rhen it is quite otherwiſe. Se- 
condly , we muſt fit downe , and 
caſt our acconnts before hand, that 
vve vvill not be diſcouraged, for 
that meaſaire vve meet with from 
the World; but comfort our ſclues 
in this,that God will mdge vs, not 
according to that ſucceſle we haue 
had, but according to that we haue 
S done 
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done , be itgoodoreuill. Thirdly, 
from this, that theſe godly-wiſe 
ſofter inbody, as by fire and — 
in goods, as by ſpolligg; inliberty, 
as being baniſhed and led capriue, 
and that many dayes; I pray you 
obſerue, thatthe Saints of God of. 
ten ſuffer ſtrong,many, and longaf- 
flictions.Thus 1ſracls poſterity en- 
dured triall 400.yccrs. Thus the el- 
der people.of God were all led cap- 
riue ſcuenty yecres ; for wencede 
eat ones , that our Cc tions 
may be ſubdued within vs. For, as 
the vntamedneſle of ſome Colt is 
ſuch, that vnleſſe he were ſore rid- 
den, he would never be broken, fo 
is it withour rebellious nature. Se- 
condly, little things do not excrciſe 
our faith,and make vstoſeck God: 
for as none for alittle head-ach, or 
fortheranch of a pin, will ſecketo 
the bodily Phyſician or Surgeon;So 
it is with the ſoule,while it istrou- 
bled with like gricuances ſpiritu- 
all. Thirdly , they muſt be great , 
to make place for mercy | 
dart 


it... add y CY th 


1 affiitron, 
dant from God to vs; and plentifall 
thankſgiuing from vs to God. If 
one heale atrifling matter , it net- 
ther ſo bindeth the Patient , nor 
commendeth the Phyſician : but if 
one heale vs of ſome deadly incura- 
ble thing, O we fay then, wecould 
never haue met with ſuch a Phyſt- 
clan ; -not the like in the world a- 
gaine/Secondly,they muſt be' many 
and diners, armies of men, as /ob 
ſpeaketh; becanſe our corruptions 
are of diuers kinds: and becauſe a- 
gaine as the body, if it take one 
thing ſtil,it commeth to be ſomuch 
Iefle moned , by how much it is 
more familiar ; ſo it-is with our 
foules;that one vniforme euill doth 
by lictleandlittle, through cuſtome 
become leſle cffetuall. It faring 
witha man as witha horſe ; who 
{till ſpurred in one place, com- 
meth not to feele the ſpurre, nor 
- | mend his pace when hee 1s pric- 
ked. As they muſt be ſtrong and 
| diuers, ſothey-muſtbe long alſo; 
becauſe our cnils which haue 
S 2 beene 
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beene long growing vpon vs, will 
not goe away haſtily; as ſtaines 
which arclong ſettled in a cloth,re- 
quire much ſcowring. Now when 
wedaily {por ourſclues with finne, 
we let itſettle in; and doe not waſh 
our" ſelues by renewing faith and 
repenitafce ; and ſo make way for 
the heauicr hand of God, when he 
ſhall viſit. But it may be obiected, 
Paul ſaith, our atfliftions are light 
and momentatie.- Anſwer :- Not , 
thatabſolutely-they are ſo , but in 
compariſon of cternitie ; ſecondly, 
light,in regard of that which gracc 
maketh them, when fin ts repented 
of , and Gods fauour not hidden 
trom vs. This made Pax/ that he 
could not ſlcepe for toy, butſungat 
mid-night when he was 1mpriſo- 
ned and ſore handled. This made 
Perer,though he was to be brought 
forth the day after to death,he ne- 
uer ſlept better in his life: this will 
make vs ont looke death and all ce. 
uils, when we haue received from 
God the grace of repentance a 
Ol- 


71 affiitts wm. 
rforgiucneſle of fins; whenthe light 
of his countenance 1s towards. vs 
in his beloned. For as a playſter 
which vpon a ſore fleſh cauſerh 
much fmarct, vpon ſound fleſh 4tir- 
reth no paine : ſotroubles lighting 
vpon a foule healed thus, as-1s a- 
boue-ſaid, are nothing fo gricuous, 
This maſt make vs proude our 
ſelues,;and arme our hearts withthe 
comfort of the Scriptures, againit 
we ſhall be tried , not bcing atall 
diſmayed at them when-they befall 
vs. If we make account of coid 
weather entring , then we will bc 
appointed andger doublecloathing; 
we mult be as wiſe for our ſoules, 
as bodies. Secondly,we mait cry to 
God, that he would ſay ro our {p1- 
rits by hts Spirit,that our ſinnes are 
forgiuen; that is,i am he that iuſti- 
heththee,vvho caniay any thing to 
thy charge ? and we matt gue all 
diligence to make our calling and 
ele:tion ſure , ſeeing that in theſe 
things ſtanderh our fweete peace 
and comfort, whenall the world 
= 2 be- 
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befides can ſhew vs no com- 
fort. 

Fourthly , that they. have fo 
{mall helpe , and much diflinuwlati- 
on vied towards them; obſerue. 
tence, that when God will try vs, 
men viually leaue vs ; ſo Pawlaith 
in the. ſecond of 75methy, that all 
had forſaken him,.the firſt time of 
hisappearing. Thus when Chriſt 
wasſmitten and attached,the-Apo. 
ſtles ſhrunke away. from him ; ac- 
-- cording to that, when the Paſtor 
was ſmitten, the ſheepe were ſcat. 
tered. For of thoſe that make ſhew 
to be friends, many are hypocrites; 
and. therefore they wilt like ſwal- 
lowes take the Summer-ſhine with 
vs,, butbid vs adicu when winter 
blowecth. Secondly, many that are 
ſound., yet are weake tnloue ; and 
therefore not able to beare in 
ſufferings. Thirdly , many want 
caurage , and therefore-ſay, .I can, 
doe him no. good , I ſhall be look- 
ed into; as. good one beare 1t as 


moe, when we canuot be caſed ; {o 
. that 
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that their diſtrcfſed brethren may 
finke or {\wim , while they conſillt 
with ſuch fleſhly reaſon. The vie 1s, 
that we would all learne hence not 
to truſt in men , bur in the linins 
God;and toacquaintour ſelueswit 
him, in whom there is no ſhadow 
of change. 

Secondly , we muſt not be diſ- 
maied , if many ſhrinke from vs 
when they come to the wetting ; 
ſome of Gods children ſuffering 
inthis kind, take it to heart and _ 
fay : Ohif others had done thus 
and thus, I could haue borne it ; 
but it goeth to my heart, to ſee 
ſuch ſerne-me thispart! Why,this 
1s no great newes ; doe not the 
Saints here; did not Chriſt, Dauid, 
Tob at his wiues hand indure the 
ſame ? - 

Fifthly , that theſe worthy 
Saints haue ſuch ſtrong , many and 
long afflitions for the purging 
of them ; Obſerue hence, that 
there are none ſo pure , but need 
tining, winowing,& waſhing: cuen 
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as drofle is with filuer , offall and 
tare with corne, ſoyle with cloth ; 
ſo 1s corruption with our nature, 
it will never quite be taken forth, 
till this body of finne be diflolued; 
and God will haue ſuch remain- 
ders,that we may be trained in hn. 
mility by them. 'T hey are like the 
Swans blacke fteete, in the whiteſt 
Chriſtian. Secondly,that we weake 
ones may not be diſmayed at that 
we find , when the beſt haue their 
remnants of corruption. 
Sixthly,that God dothgiuethem 
. toſuch crolles, only topurge them, 
&c. Note hence, that all troubles 
are for the benefit of vs, who are 
the Lords, Heb. 1 2.10. For our pro- 
fit he chaſtiſeth vs ; and that rhey 
may worke to this, hedoth ſend 
them by mcaſurc ſuch,as may heipe 
vs, not onerwhelme vs, 1/a.27.8. 
He doth till fit vs in our aftiicHons 
for our good , not proportion our 
euils to our deſcruing. Secondly,as 
he doth ſend them in meaſure, fo 


with his blefling ; which turneth 
all 


im affliftion. 
all things that they worke together 
to our 'good: True it is, that a 
while there is no ſuch thing appa- 
rant ; but in the end when we ſe 
what God will vſe them all to,then 
we ſhall ſee that all ſuch conſpire 
to our great profit. In building a 
great while there is no comelineſfle, 
out at length when cuery thing 15 
fitted tothe right place, there 15 a 
goodly corre! {pondence in- thc 
vwhole;that is, a wellproportioned 
anſwering of onc part to another: 
ſo inthe frame of ou ſoules. And 
hence we ſee, how wide the wicked 
arc in their reckoning. -O they 
ninke they hane ſped vs, they haud 
——_ when in deed they hauc 
done good orfices tovs: for God 
makerth them of the Scullery ' to 
{cowre'vs, Launderers to wath vs, 
in the wort things hce ſuffereth 
them,or wicked ſpirits over them 
to doe vnto vs. Secondly, ng ” 
our ſifterings are from God, 
muſt looke for profit by cuery Dodd 
ble; vnic{ie we wil! make God not 
$5 true, - 3 
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true , or our ſclyes not his chul- 
dren,, truely godly , ang louing 
him: and therefore they are much 
to be blamed, that thrqugh weake- 
neſſe will ſay , they cannot thinke 
that. cuer ſuch a thing ſhall doe 
them any good ; for what cannot 
he:make for our good, that callcth 
light out of darknes,if we will giue 
ory ro his Word by reſtingvpon 
it? + 

Senenthly , that all theſe tribu- 
lations are to laſt but till the ap- 
pointed time ; We obſerue hence, 
that our times of exerciſe they are 
onely inthe hands of God; cuen 
as the Phyſician onely muſt pre- 
ſcribe how long the . courſe of 
the phyſicke or dict drinkes muſt 
bee continued ; ſo myſt, our God 
ſet the time, for which theſe trou- 
bles(which are the ſoules purgatt- 
ons) muſt be taken, Wicked men 
cannot ſet the time, for they would, 
neuer make an end ; nor yEt. our, 
{clues; for we would ſip butlightl 
of ſobitter cups; this ts the | paw 4 
pre- 


17 afitfliow. 
prerogatiue royall , to appoint the 
fcaſons and termes, wherein atHi- 


ions ſhall be continued. The ve {]- 


of it is, that we take heed of pro- 
uoking him , who hath power to 
hold vs vnderenils while he picaſe. 
Secondly , we muſt flic to him in 
prayer,that he would be plcaſcd to 
incline mercy towards vs, and 
make haſt. Thirdly,we muſt know, 
that all our continuance in afRicti- 
ons 15 full ofmercy, truth and wiſe- 
dome. 1f Ixcob ſhou'd haue held 0- 
[ep in priſon , would he haue held 
him toolong? nozno;:mnch letle he 
(who is more mercifull then any 
tather,and pitiful then any mother ) 
will hold vs ouerlong:but ordering 
all his corre&tions by his Fatherly 
providence z* will in his good time 
make them worke altogether for 
good,and not for cuillvnto vs. 

In the ſecond place labour to 
find out what finne it' 1s, which 
offendeth -God..- Sinnefall men 
ſtrike not” without a cauſe ; the 
m{tGod,when he correcteth; hath 
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cucr wſt reaſon ; our conſcicnces 
are like looking-glaſles, which be- 
ing oucr-{pread with duſt, do ſhew 
nothing z .but if they be wiped 
cleanc, then littie things appearc in 
them cleareily. Wherefore cnter 
into your ſoulc,conſider what ſtate 
you fand in betore God ; whether 
you” haue that faith toward his 
grace whichdoth purthe the heart; 
whether - you haue ſo learned 
Chriſt, that his vertue hath made 
you put off the old man, thar 1s , 
deny thoſe earthly luſts, which doe 
lcade naturall men (as 1t were) by 
the noſc ; and liue godly , righte- 
outly, and with Chriſtianſobriety, 
im vie of thoſe hibcrties which in 
themſelues are . lawfull. Many 
thinke,that ifthey Know the truth, 
and are in 1udgement againſt Pope- 
ry;if they like of the preſent Reli- 
gion, preſenting their bodies on 
the Sabbathatthc publike worſhip; 
eſpecially , 1t they haue a prayer 
read in the houſe, and ſoa forme of 
priuate {eruice , they thinkeit is e- 
nough; 


in affliction. 
nough; thoughthey neuer receiued 
that. grace from Chriſt , which 
ſhould ſeaſon their nature with a 
diuine qualitie:, cuen as the leauen 
doth the lumpe of dough ; and ſtir 
vp ſtrife in them againit their own 
corruptton, which hindereththem, 
that they cannot doe any duty to 
God,ſfoas theydefiretodoe. Wher- 
as a:l rrue Chriſtians are Chriſts 
ſouldicrs,and find therr ljuesa war- 
fare; the Spirit of Chriſt in them 
ſtriving againſt rheix corrupt na- 
ture , andtheir corrupt nature luſt. 
ingagainitthe grace which Chriſts 
Spirit hath wrought in them , ſo 
that they cannot doe the things 
they would doe. Wherefore looke 
tothis (deare Siſter; ) our beit free- 
hold , our hope of Heaucn doth 
and vpon it. We muſt not thinke 
as many doe,we hauc notliued thus 
long, to callit now in queſtion in 
what ſtate we itand : ſuch like 
thoughtsthe divell ſuggeſteth, that 
menthrough hardnefſ ofheart,and 
blind preſumption, mught fall into 
eul:, 
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euill. If you find that you ſtand in 
the ſaning grace ofChriſt,then you 
muſt examine your ſelfe, whether 
you haue not prouoked God-, by 
negligent and carnall performance 
of Spirituall duty : as good ſtatfe 
may be marred in the makang, lo, 
the beſt duties, if our hearts be not 
broughtinto Gods ſight, and reue- 
rently prepared in them ,. they are 
marred, being inſuch manner per- 
formed: yea, they diſpleaſe God. 
Curſed are ſuch whodo his worke 
negligently; who dray neere him, 
with their hearts being farre off 
from him: many were icke, many 
{mitten with- death- for recemuing 
the Commnnion without reuc- 
rence, faith, 2nd repentance, x, 
Cor.11- Examine your ſclte, whe- 
ther you haue ſet your heart to 
loue the Lord. Icſus ;, whom you 
belceuc to haueſhedde his bloud 
for you ; wee ſay , Loue dc- 
mull ag it doth not aſcend. Pa- 
rents tenderly loue Children , bue 
Children loue not. Parents ..in 


that 


11 Affection. 
that degree ; Iris moſt true, twixt 
vs. and our heauenly Father, to 
whom our hearts beare too too 
cold louc, it the beſt ofthem be ex- 
amined. You had more neede to 
locketothis, it 1s ſo popular a diſ- 
eaſe. Finally,confider whether you 
haue not vied thelawtull things of 
this lite -intemperately ; wherher 
you hauc not neglected time,which 
is ſo precious ; whether you haye 
not beene. careleſle .to ſes , that 
thoſe. who are ..vnder . your. go- 
uernment ; ſhould ſerue. and feare, 
the Lord. Conſider, I ſay, fſach 
like things , that you may find 
what it 1s God: would baue you 
amend. Euen.as a medicine doth 
ſtirre vp naturall heate to fight 
with the ficke humour , which is 
to-bee expelled by it ; ſo the me. 
dicinable forrowes. that GOD 
doth miniſter to his Children , 
doe ſtirre vp grace, todriue forth 
ſuch corruptions ſpiratuall, as God 
would have remoued by them.. 
In.the third place, finding what 
bath... 
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hath beene amiſſe, you muſt know, 
that you cannot redrefle it, we can- 
not thinke a good thought; vve can 
(like Children taken in fanlts)pro- 
miſeto doe no more,and be 1n - vant 
preſently againe. Seeing then it is 
not inour {trength, to take fruit by 
our croſſes, further then God(vvho 
gineth will and deed) doth vyorke 
it in vs; we mult come to him, and 
pray him to make vs profit. He 
vvho vviil haue ſ{infuil men. ioync 
inſtruction with corre@iun ; yea 
who putteth into mcn this regard 
ofdumb creatures, that he wil not 
ſtcike a dogge , but he will make 
him ſce,ſo well as he can,what it 1s 
for which he {tiriketh him;ſhall nor 
he inſtrut vs, when his hand is 
now vpon vs, for vvant of duty to 
him ? In vaine ſhould cold jron be 
beaten,did not fire {often it:in vain 
ſhould affti&tions (whichare Gods 
hammer) ſtrike on our hearrs, 
ſhould not Cod by his. Spirir , 
which is compared to fire , both 
{often our hcarrs, and enigbten vs, 
TO 


8 affiittion, 
to ſee our duties towards him, 
Wherefore good Siſter , ſecke to 
God for this Spiritof Chrift, which | 
may make all ſorrowes fruitfull | 
ynto you , and beare you vp, that 
you finke not in them: For,as blad- 
ders ſwimme aloft all waters,whilc 
they are filled with winde , ſo doe | 
wee aboue all aftlictions, while 
this Spirit 1s with vs,toſupport vs 
in them. If Phiſicke be giuen a bo- 
dy,and it will not worke, it 1s an ill 
ſignc; if our infirmities, which are 
Gods potions to our ſoules,it theſc | 
moue not our hearts toturne from | 
ſinne , and ſecke toGod for mercy 
in Chriſt, it isa fearefull ſigne of a 
dcad foule, from -which the iife of 
God is departed. The Lord giue 
you vnderitanding in all things. 
Thus wiſhing you true comfort, . 
both inward and outward, I coin- 
mit you to the grace of God in 
Chriſt Ieſus. Farcyyell. 


Yourlouing Brother, | 


Paul Bayne, 


Another Letter. 


*5 Ood Mr. D. I have recemed 
your Letters, wheriuthe death 

of our friend , which before was 
coniequrall, is certainely arhrmed: 
asalſo the manner of his death ex- 
preſſed. The latter doth miniſter 
comfort for the bearing of the for- 
mer.' For, deathis nota matter of 
ſo muchforrow tothe godly, as the 
giving of repentance- vnto life ec- 
uerlatting , is matter of joy and 
gladneſſe. The Lord graunt that 
his death, and the great morrali- 
ty which youreyes haue ſcene,may 
be ſuch reall Sermons to vs, that 
we may bethinke vs of our morta- 
lity, and turne our hearts to wiſc- 
dome, ſeeke to gaine the time, 
whichwe hauc hererofore miſpent, 
by taking all occaſions vnto.good; 
and we haue yowed great things in 
Baptiſme , we haue profcſſed our 
{clues dead with Chriit , ſo that 
the World is crucified tovs, and 
wee vato the lis of the World, 
which 


which as- Saint \Joby expoundcth , 
doth ſtand in the .finfull pleaſures, 
profits, and glory which the. chil- 
dren of the World imbrace as 
their portion. Butalas, in ſtead of 
making this profeſſion good , we 
doe liue in the World ,. taking in 
too freely and vnweanedly ,. the 
pleaſures of it, ſerting our hearts on 
the profits of it , more then expe- 
dient. We haue profeſſed our ſelues 
in Baptiſme, tobe aliue vnto God, 
(for as the dipping or ſprinkling 
of vs,dothſeale our 1ngrafting into 
Chriſtdying;ſothe comming torth, 
or wip!l water off; doth ſcale 
vato vs this grace from God, and 
profefle it(of our part )before him, 
the Angels, and the Congregation, 
that we are paſſed from death to 
life, cuen a life which is vnto 
God, and ſtandcth in knowledge, 
in- righteouſheſle , .in holineſſe, 
fo that no longer, now wee as 
the old men ſhould liue, but Chriſt 
Icſus ſhould line in vs. Now bow 
dead are we in regard of this lite, 


who 


who inthe vie of Gods manifol( 
mercics, hath care to ſhew torth 
the feare of his name , the loue of 
holineſſe., to make manifeſt , that 
now. heisaliwe with his head Chriit 
[clus vnto God. The carelefle brea- 
king of this coucnant hath cauſed 
all this ſo grienous peſtilence , yea, 
the Lord hath ſhewed how truc 

that 1s,cuen in his owne Children, 
many of vvhom hc hath taten a- 
way,yet ſocorreted them, that he 
vvould not remoue his mercy from 

them,nor falſifie histruth:and ther- 
fore hee hath giuen them repen- 

tance. And if God let you ſte this 

couenant of yours, and the main? 
fayling in ncrformanth of it, youare 

bleſſed : Bleſſed are they - that 

mourne(faith our Sauiour) tor they 

ſhall be comforted ; but , Woe to 

thoſe that go on laughing, for they, 

if they continne, {hall waile cucr- 

la(tingly. 

Your louing Brother, 

Paul Bayne. 


Another 


dunks Letter. 


\ Ar. D. Tt pleaſeth God ſtill to 
LY Lict his hand hang amongſt 
you, thovgh he hath graciouſly a- 
bated his {troake, yea,” very many 
places remain infected, though mma- 
ny dye not ofthe infetion:al which 
ſhould teach vs both to remember 
that which is paſt, and to feere, in 
regard of that which may fall out. 
For this is one end why God doth 
not at a chep remooue the euils 
which annoy vs,that we'mightthe 
better remember our ſorrow paſt, 
and his goodnefle in our deline- 
rance. Againe,his hand doth houer 
often ſtillabout vs,- that we might 
feare before him , and mecte him 
by repentance, in the way of his 
iudgement; leitif that hispatience 
waite on VS in vaine , ourftroke at 
| lengthbe redoubled. Truely men | 
arefar from this , they thinke that | 
there is no feare, ithad-a time to 
come, and muſt hauc — 
a 


andthe worſt 1s paſl;but God liketh 
not ſuch ſecurity, yea he often cau- 
ſeth euill to meet it , where the 
heart 1s bleſſed that feareth al. 
wayes. W herefore good Mr.D.doe 
you goe onin ſorrow, for manifold 
wants of duty towards your God 
ſo gracious, yea, accuſe your ſelfe 
now,astoo little humbled ynder his 
mighty hand,, whenſach ſtrength 
of his wrath was reucaled. And in 
theſe thoughts raiſe vp your -ſelfc 
to looke vnto his free mercy of 
Chriſt, which reacheth (thorow 
the meritsof thatbloud)tothe par- 
don of all our ſins, yea, to make vs, 
who are the children of wrath,be- 
comethe children of bleſſing, yea 
ſuch bleſſing as doth follow vs in all 
our wayes. O that is a worthy ſen- 
tence for all that haue-eſcaped this 
. hand;tothinke on; Goe thy wayes, 
ſinne no more, thatis, make not a 
trade of walking -after your' owne 
eyes and hearts, leſt worſe things 
befall. And this I willtell you,the 
praQtice of theſe things, though it 
rc- 


reſtraine a little mirth, which the 
Wiſe man calleth madneſſe, yer it 
ſhall bring you totatte in your ſoule 
.a ioy vaſpeakeable and glorious, 

ſuch a retoycing, which the world 
. cannot take from you. 


Your louing friend, 
Pax! Bayne. 


